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§  Part-time,  also  in  Consultant  or  private  practice. 


7 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee: 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
and  sanitary  condition  of  the  County  Borough  and  the  work  of 
my  department  for  the  year  1938.  It  is  drawn  up  on  the  lines 
indicated  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

The  issue  of  the  report  is  several  months  overdue,  but  extreme 
pressure  of  work  in  the  department  has  prevented  its  earlier 
publication. 

The  population,  according  to  the  estimate  of  the  Registrar 
General,  has  again  decreased,  from  111,000  in  1937  to  110,400 
in  1938.  Since  the  natural  increase  was  377,  it  would  appear  that 
about  1,000  persons  left  the  town  during  the  year. 

The  number  of  births  was  1,897,  an  increase  of  66  on  the 
previous  year.  The  birth-rate  was  17.2  per  1,000  of  the  popu¬ 
lation.  971  of  the  births  were  boys  and  926  were  girls. 

The  number  of  deaths  was  1,520,  equivalent  to  a  death-rate 
of  13.8  per  1,000  of  the  population,  as  compared  with  13.4  in 
1937.  The  increase  was  due  to  diphtheria,  from  which  there  were 
61  deaths  during  1938,  and  by  which  the  death-rate  was  increased 
by  4  per  cent. 

The  infant  mortality  rate,  i.e.,  the  deaths  of  infants  under 
one  year,  was  65  per  1,000  as  compared  with  80  in  1937.  This 
is  the  lowest  infant  mortality  rate  ever  recorded  for  the  Borough. 
The  neo-natal  death  rate  or  deaths  of  children  under  a  month 
old  was  37  per  1,000  births.  The  further  reduction  in  the  neo¬ 
natal  death  rate  indicates  the  better  pre-natal  care  of  the  mothers. 
This  is  borne  out  by  the  fact  that  a  smaller  number  of  deaths  of 
new  born  infants  is  attributed  to  pre-natal  causes. 


There  was  an  increase  in  the  maternal  mortality.  Ten  mothers 
lost  their  lives  in  consequence  of  childbirth.  Two  died  from  puer¬ 
peral  sepsis  and  eight  from  other  puerperal  causes.  The  maternal 
mortality  rate  was  5.0  per  1,000  total  births,  as  compared  with  2.97 
for  the  country  generally. 

There  were  fewer  cases  of  fuberculosis.  239  cases  were  noti¬ 
fied  in  1938  as  compared  with  245  in  1937.  The  death  rate  from 
this  disease  was  1.09  per  1,000  of  the  population,  which  repre¬ 
sents  121  deaths.  With  the  exception  of  the  year  1936,  when  the 
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rate  was  1.08  per  1,000,  again  with  121  deaths,  this  is  the  lowest 
recorded  death  rate  from  this  disease  in  the  Borough.  In  the 
last  30  years  the  death  rate  from  tuberculosis  has  been  halved, 
the  decrease  being  greater  in  the  pulmonary  type  of  the  disease. 
Nearly  one-third  of  the  cases  on  the  clinic  register  received  in¬ 
stitutional  treatment. 


The  year  was  marked  by  the  most  unprecedented  outbreak 
of  diphtheria  ever  experienced  in  South  Shields.  There  were  598 
cases — more  than  the  total  for  the  previous  ten  years — and  61 
deaths.  The  death  rate  from  diphtheria  was  0.55  per  1,000  of 
the  population  and  the  case  mortality  10.2  per  cent. 


Unfortunately,  many  of  the  cases  were  not  notified  until  the 
third  or  fourth  day  of  the  disease,  and  some  much  later.  In 
many  cases  the  patient  was  admitted  to  hospital  in  an  advanced 
state,  much  too  late  to  save  life,  in  spite  of  massive  doses  of 
anti-toxin. 

This  delay  was  due  to  a  combination  of  circumstances. 
First,  the  disease  is,  in  the  experience  of  the  epidemic,  not  painful 
and  children  did  not  complain  of  a  sore  throat.  In  many  cases 
the  first  symptom  was  sickness  and  a  swelling  of  the  glands  of 
the  neck.  Secondly,  the  disease  did  not  present  the  typical  diph¬ 
theritic  appearances  in  the  throat;  many  cases  looked  like  what 
might  be  called  a  septic  tonsillitis,  and  it  was  not  until  the  result 
of  the  bacteriological  examination  became  known  that  the  disease 
was  recognised  as  diphtheria.  I  would  emphasise  the  fact  that 
if  the  case  is  suspicious  enough  to  require  a  bacteriological  examdn- 
ation  for  diphtheria  it  is  serious  enough  to  require  a  dose  of  anti¬ 
toxin. 

Another  point  1  would  emphasise  is  that  immunisation 
against  diphtheria  will  prevent  death  from  the  disease  in  more  than 
99  per  cent,  of  the  cases.  Although  this  report  deals  with  the 
year  1938,  this  preface  is  being  written  in  July,  1939,  and  my 
experience  is  that  among  nearly  13,000  children  who  have  been 
properly  protected  by  immunisation  there  has  not  been  a  single 
death.  Among  those  who  have  contracted  the  disease  after  being 
immunised,  the  condition  is  very  mild  and  clears  up,  even  without 
the  administration  of  anti-toxin,  very  quickly  and  leaves  no  after 
effects.  I  would  again  appeal  to  those  parents  who  have  not 
thought  it  necessary  to  have  their  children  immunised  to  give  the 
matter  serious  consideration.  The  operation  is  safe  and  practically 
painless  and  will,  I  am  convinced,  be  the  means  of  stamping 
out  this  very  serious  danger  to  child  life. 
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I  record  with  pleasure  the  support  your  Commiltee  gave  to 
my  suggestion  that  ever}/  child  be  immunised.  I  gave  that  advice 
only  after  very  serious  consideration  and  the  results  have  already 
proved  that  the  policy  your  Committee  adopted  was  sound. 


Scarlet  fever  was  very  prevalent  during  the  year,  more  so 
than  in  any  year  since  1915.  In  all  799  cases  were  notified. 
There  were  9  deaths.  The  number  of  cases  of  diphtheria  and 
scarlet  fever  demonstrated  the  total  inadequacy  of  the  provision 
for  the  hospital  treatment  of  infectious  disease,  so  much  so  that 
the  help  of  the  Boldon  Urban  Councibs  hospital  was  invoked, 
and  it  was  necessary  to  ask  for  the  loan  of  Whiteleas  Hospital 
for  the  accommodation  of  cases  of  scarlet  fever.  In  spite  of  the 
inadequacy  of  the  Deans  Hospital,  it  is  interesting  to  note  the 
almost  entire  absence  of  cross-infection  among  cases  treated  there. 
I  attribute  this  to  the  efficiency  of  the  nursing  staff  and  that  under 
very  adverse  conditions. 

The  number  of  cases  of  pneumonia  has  been  the  lowest  for 
many  years,  while  the  number  of  cases  of  cancer  was  the  same  as 
that  for  1937,  viz.,  153.  The  new  Cancer  Act  will,  I  hope, 
ensure  that  every  patient  suffering  from  cancer  will  be  able  to 
obtain  the  most  appropriate  treatment.  At  the  same  time  I  think 
it  is  a  pity  that  a  substantial  part  of  the  estimated  cost  of  treat¬ 
ment  could  not  have  been  devoted  to  research  on  the  cause  of 
cancer. 

An  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  occurred  among  members  of 
one  family.  In  all,  five  were  affected,  one  of  whom  died.  The 
cause  of  the  condition  was  duck  eggs.  It  is  well  known  that 
duck  eggs  may  contain  a  germ  which  can  cause  a  certain  type 
of  poisoning,  so  much  so  that  on  the  Continent  duck  eggs  are 
marked  as  such  and  the  purchaser  advised  that  they  '‘should 
be  boiled  for  8  minutes  or  thoroughly  baked  in  an  oven’k  They 
should  not  be  fried  or  used  for  puddings,  scrambled  eggs,  sauce, 
etc.  If  duck  eggs  must  be  eaten,  they  ought  to  be  thoroughly 
cooked. 

Six  cases  of  dysentery  were  notified — there  was  one  death. 
Many  of  these  cases  are  of  obscure  origin  and  it  should  be  em¬ 
phasised  that  all  cases  of  enteritis  ought  to  be  bacteriologically 
investigated. 

I  tender  my  thanks  to  the  director  of  the  laboratory  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health  for  his  assistance  so  readily  given  in  the  in¬ 
vestigation  of  these  cases  of  food  poisoning  and  dysentery. 
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1  would  draw  the  attention  of  your  Committee  to  the  increased 
work  of  the  General  Hospital  and  to  the  efficiency  of  the  staff, 
particularly  in  the  work  of  the  maternity  wards. 

1938  was  a  year  of  strenuous  endeavour  for  the  Health 
Department.  Epidemics,  the  immunisation  scheme,  housing,  new 
legislation,  a  very  considerable  increase  in  the  work  entailed  by 
the  air  raid  precautions  services  and  a  further  increase  in  the 
work  of  the  clinics  and  hospitals,  called  for  extra  work  on  the 
part  of  my  staff.  For  their  loyal  co-operation,  I  record  my  grate¬ 
ful  thanks. 


W.  CAMPBELL  LYONS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Public  Health  Department, 

Stanhope  Road, 

South  Shields. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE 

BOROUGH. 

Area  of  Borough  (including  inland  water  but  excluding 

foreshore  and  tidal  water)  .  4,104  acres. 

Population  at  Census  1931 . 113,455 

Resident  population,  mid-year  1938  (Registrar- 
General’s  estimate)  (Borough  as  extended  on  1st 
April,  1936)  . 110,400 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  end  of  1938  (according 

to  Rate  Books) .  31,545 

Rateable  Value  at  1st  April,  1938 .  £548,752 

Produce  of  a  penny  rate  (estimate  for  year  1938-39)...  £2,109 

Social  Conditions. 


The  principal  industries  are  shipbuilding,  ship-repairing, 
coal-mining  and  export.  Except  for  those  employed  in  a  local 
biscuit  factory  and  at  a  dye  works,  there  is  very  little  industrial 
employment  of  women  in  the  Borough. 

Unemployment  : 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  W.  Thomson,  Manager  of  the  Employment 
Exchange,  for  information  relating  to  unemployment,  which  I  have 
summarised  below. 


The  average  numbers  on  the  live  registers  taken  from  the 
monthly  returns,  were  as  follows.  The  figures  for  1935,  1936  and 
1937  are  also  given  : — 


1938. 

1937. 

1936. 

1935. 

Men  (age  21-64) . 

7,919 

7,844 

9,749 

1 1 ,265 

Young  Men  (age  18-20)  . 

431 

328 

414 

551 

Bovs  (age  16-17)  . 

216 

247 

320 

283 

Boys  (age  14-15)  . 

172 

190 

311 

488 

Women  (age  21-64)  . 

358 

337 

359 

379 

Young  Women  (age  18-20) . 

174 

141 

159 

165 

Girls  (age  16-17)  . 

140 

182 

198 

165 

Girls  (age  14-15)  . ;. 

208 

225 

287 

394 

9,618  9,494  11,797  13,690 


This  total  represents  29  per  cent,  of  the  insured  population  as 
at  December,  1938,  viz.,  33,228.  Of  the  different  groups  the  per¬ 
centage  of  unemployed  was  as  follows  ; — 


1938. 

1937. 

1936. 

1935. 

Men  (age  21-64) . 

..  35% 

34% 

42% 

48% 

Young  Men  (age  18-20)  . 

..  23% 

19% 

23% 

25% 

Boys  (age  16-17)  . 

..  13% 

13% 

19% 

23% 

Boys  (age  14-15)  . 

..  13% 

13% 

23% 

37% 

Women  (age  21-64)  . 

•  ■  13% 

13% 

14% 

15% 

Young  Women  (age  18-20)  .... 

..  13% 

13% 

14% 

14% 

Girls  (age  16-17)  . 

••  11% 

14% 

17% 

18% 

Girls  (age  14-15)  . 

..  26% 

27% 

35% 

40% 

Total . 

..  29% 

28% 

35% 

40% 

The  maximum  and  minimum  numbers  of  persons  unemployed 
during  the  year  were  : — 


Men  (age  21-64) . 

Young  Men  (age  18-20)  . 

Boys  (age  16-17)  . 

Boys  (age  14-15)  . . 

Women  (age  21-64)  . 

Young  Women  (age  18-20)  ... 

Girls  (age  16-17)  . 

Girls  (age  14-15)  . 


Maximum.  Minimum. 

8,537  (Jan.)  7,425  (Aug.) 

492  (Nov.)  390  (Aug.) 

268  (Dec.)  170  (Aug.) 

212  (Jan.  &  124  (April) 

Sept.) 

432  (Nov.)  272  (July) 

236  (Nov.)  115  (Aug.) 

187  (Mar.)  97  (Aug.) 

291  (Jan.)  128  (Dec.) 


Health  Insurance  : 

The  Clerk  to  the  South  Shields  Health  Insurance  Committee 
informs  me  that  the  number  of  insured  persons  in  the  Borough  on 
the  1st  January,  1939,  was  45,266,  as  compared  with  42,736  a  year 
previously,  and  42,280  on  1st  January,  1937. 

The  number  of  prescriptions  dispensed  during  1938  was 
242,408,  at  a  cost  of  ;£8,041,  as  compared  with  250,379  during 
1937,  at  a  cost  of  £8,187. 
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Poor  Law  Relief  : 

I  am  informed  by  the  Public  Assistance  Officer  that  the  number 
of  persons  on  relief  was  as  follows  : — 

Out-Relief  Cases.  Ordinary.  Unemployed. 

1.  Average  weekly  number  of  ''cases” 

chargeable  during  the  year  ended 

31st  December,  1938  .  2,424  87 

2.  Total  cost  of  relief  for  same  period....  £83,190  £4,130 

3.  Number  of  persons  who  received 

out-door  relief  during  above 
period — 


Men  . 

2,173 

372 

Women . 

3,539 

252 

Children . 

2,635 

428 

4.  Number  of  persons  included  in  No.  1 
above  who  also  received  out-door 
medical  relief — 


Men  . 

182 

18 

Women . 

536 

13 

Children . 

134 

12 

Number  of 

persons  who  received 

out-door 

medical  relief  only — 

Men  . 

62 

65 

Women . . 

174 

316 

Children  . 

46 

433 

In-Door  Relief. 

6.  Number  of  persons  chargeable  to 
the  County  Borough  in  Harton 
Institution  on  1st  January,  1939  303* 

*  Exclusive  of  patients  in  the  General  Hospital  now 
appropriated  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 
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Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics. 


Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

Live  Births  : — 

Legitimate.... 
Illegitimate  . 

..  1,808 

89 

933 

38 

875  Birth  rate  per  1,000 

51^  of  the  estimated 

L resident  population...  17.2 

Still  Births . 

85 

40 

45 

Rate  per  1,000  total 
births  (live  and  still¬ 
births) .  43 

Deaths  . 

..  1,520 

768 

752 

Death  rate  per  1,000 
of  the  estimated 
resident  population...  13.8 

Deaths  from  puerperal 

causes- 

Rale  per 
Deaths.  1,000  total 
Births. 

Puerperal  sepsis  . 

Other  puerperal  causes  . 

Total  .... 

2  1.01 

8  4.04 

10  5.05 

Death  rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  : 

All  infants  per  1 ,000  live  births  .  (S5 

Legitimate  infants  per  1 ,000  legitimate 

live  births .  65 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegiti¬ 
mate  live  births .  67 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) .  153 

,,  Measles  (all  ages)  .  1 

,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  6 

,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  10 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Population. 

The  population  at  mid-year  1938  was  estimated  by  the 
Registrar-General  to  be  110,400,  as  compared  with  111,000  in  1937, 
and  with  113,455  at  the  1931  Census. 

This  represents  a  decrease  of  600  for  the  past  year,  and  as 
the  natural  increase,  i.e.,  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  was  377, 
the  total  decrease,  presumably  through  migration,  was  977. 


Births. 


During  1938  there  were  1,897  births,  a  birth  rate  of  17.2  per 
1000  of  the  population.  Comparative  figures  for  1937  were  1,831, 
a  rate  of  16.5  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

In  the  number  of  births  are  included  those  children  born 
in  other  areas  who  parents  were  residents  of  South  Shields,  but  the 
births  of  96  children  born  in  South  Shields  whose  parents  were  not 
residents  of  the  Borough  are  excluded.  Most  of  the  latter  children 
were  born  in  the  South  Shields  General  Hospital. 

Of  the  total  births  971  were  males  and  926  were  females. 

There  were  89  births  of  illegitimate  infants  (38  males  and  51 
females)  or  4.7  per  cent,  of  the  total  births.  This  is  a  somewhat 
higher  percentage  than  the  average  for  the  Borough. 

The  birth  rate  for  the  Borough  as  compared  with  that  of  the 
country  generally  is  as  follows  : — 


England  and  Wales . 

126  County  Boroughs  and  Great  Towns... 

148  Smaller  Towns . 

London  Adminstrative  County . 

South  Shields . 


15.1 
15.0 

15.4 

13.4 

17.2 


The  annual  birth  rates  for  the  Borough  since  1871  are  shown 
on  page  36.  The  number  of  births  reported  to  the  Health  Depart¬ 
ment  under  the  Notification  of  Births  Act  is  referred  to  on  page  142, 
and  the  number  in  each  ward  is  given  on  page  142. 
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Still-births. 

The  number  of  still-births  registered  during  1938  has  been 
supplied  by  the  Registrar-General,  and  is  published  at  the  request 


of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total 

Legitimate . 

37 

44 

81 

Illegitimate  . 

3 

1 

4 

The  following  table  compares  the  number  of  still-births 
in  South  Shields  with  the  country  generally. 

Per  1,000  of  the 
Population. 


England  and  Wales .  0.60 

126  County  Boroughs  and  Great  Towns  .  0.65 

148  Smaller  Towns  .  0.60 

London  .  0.48 

South  Shields  .  0.77 


There  were  43  still-births  in  South  Shields  per  1,000  total 
births  as  compared  with  38  per  1,000  in  England  and  Wales. 


Deaths. 

1,520  deaths  occurred  among  .South  Shields  residents  during 
1938.  This  represents  a  death  rate  of  13.8  per  1,000  of  the  popu¬ 
lation.  Comparative  rates  for  1937  and  1936  were  13.4  and  13.2 
respectively.  Included  in  the  total  deaths  are  those  of  47  residents 
of  the  Borough  who  died  elsewhere,  but  the  deaths  of  172  residents 
of  other  areas  are  excluded. 


There  was  a  noticeable  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  in  the 
age  period  5-14  years.  This  was  entirely  due  to  the  prevalence  of 
diphtheria.  In  every  other  age  period  except  over  60  years  of 
age  there  has  been  a  reduction. 


There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  from 
diseases  of  the  heart  and  blood  vessels,  but  a  reduction  in  the 
number  from  bronchitis,  pneumonia  and  influenza. 
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The  death  rate  for  South  Shields  as  compared  with  that  for  the 
country  generally  is  as  follows  : — 


England  and  Wales .  11.6 

126  County  Borough  and  Great  Towns...  11.7 

148  Smaller  Towns .  11.0 

London  .  11.4 

South  Shields .  13.8 


In  order  that  the  death  rates  of  the  various  local  areas  in 
England  and  Wales  may  be  more  strictly  comparable,  the  Registrar- 
General  now  supplies  to  each  area  an  “area  comparability  factor” 
based  on  the  variations  in  the  sex  and  age  constitutions  of  the 
populations  of  the  respective  areas.  This  figure  as  applied  with 
South  Shields  is  1.12.  If  the  death  rate  for  last  year  is  multiplied 
by  this  factor  it  is  increased  to  15.4  per  1,000  of  the  population. 


The  death  rate  in  South  Shields  in  the  first  quarter  of  the  year 
was  17.1  ;  in  the  second,  14.3  ;  in  the  third,  11.6  ;  and  in  the  fourth, 
12.1  per  1,000  of  the  population.  Of  the  total  deaths  768  were 
among  males  and  752  among  females. 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were  as  follows  : — 

No.  of  Percentage 
deaths.  of  total. 


Heart  diseases  .  330  21.7 

Tuberculosis .  121  8.0 

Cancer .  153  10.1 

Pneumonia  . 72  4.7 

Bronchitis  . 89  5.9 

x\rterio-sclerosis,  etc .  96  6.3 

Cerebral  haemorrhage,  apoplexy,  etc.  91  6.0 

Nephritis  .  46  3.0 

Violence  and  accidents .  55  3.6 

Influenza  .  26  1.7 

Prematurity  and  diseases  of  early 

infancy .  59  3.9 


73  percent,  of  the  deaths  from  heart  diseases  occurred  in 
persons  over  60  years  of  age. 
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The  age  at  death  is  summarised  as  follows  : — 


No.  of 

Percentage 

deaths. 

of  total. 

Under  1  year . 

.  124 

8.2 

1-4  years  . . . 

.  70 

4.6 

5-14  years . 

90 

5.9 

1 5-24  years  . 

.  58 

3.8 

25-34  years  . . 

.  73 

4.8 

35-44  years  . 

.  82 

5.4 

45-59  years  . 

.  245 

16.1 

Over  60  years  . . . . . 

.  778 

51.2 

Coroners’  inquests  were  held  in  respect  of  80  deaths.  In  four 
cases  the  Coroner  ordered  a  post-mortem  examination,  but  it  was 
found  unnecessary  to  hold  inquests.  There  were  37  deaths, 
including  those  of  3  children  under  1  year,  which  were  not  certified 
by  a  medical  practitioner  and  on  whom  no  inquest  or  Coroner’s 
post-mortem  examination  was  held. 

605  deaths  or  40  per  cent,  of  the  total  occurred  in  institutions. 


as  follows  : — 

General  Hospital  and  Harton  Institution .  384* 

Ingham  Infirmary  .  1 32* 

Deans  Hospital  .  54* 

Cleadon  Park  Sanatorium  .  — 

Private  Nursing  Homes  .  3* 

Institutions  outside  the  Borough .  32 


*  Exclusive  of  148  deaths  in  the  General  Hospital  and  Harton 
Institution,  10  in  the  Ingham  Infirmary,  1  in  the  Deans  Hospital, 
and  1  in  a  Nursing  Home,  among  non-residents  of  the  Borough. 

The  32  deaths  in  institutions  outside  the  Borough  occurred 


as  follows  : — 

Royal  Victoria  Infirmary,  Newcastle  .  1 

Fleming  Memorial  Hospital,  Newcastle  .  1 

Mental  Hospitals .  11 

Public  Assistance  Hospitals  .  3 

Nursing  and  Maternity  Homes  .  2 

Other  Hospitals  and  Sanatoria  .  14 
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The  causes  of  death  in  institutions  are  set  out  in  Table  3 
page  34. 

In  the  following  table,  the  South  Shields  death  rates  in  1938 
are  compared  with  provisional  rates  for  the  country  generally, 
the  county  boroughs  and  the  smaller  towns. 


I  Deaths  per 
1,000  live 
births. 


All  Causes 

Typhoid 

Fever 

Smallpox 

Measles 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping 

Cough 

Diphtheria 

Influenza 

Diarrhoea  and 
Enteritis 
(under  2  years) 

Infant  Mortality 

1  Rate 

England  and  Wales  . 

11.6 

0.00 

0.00 

0.04 

0.01 

0.03 

0.07 

0.11 

i 

5.5 

53 

126  County  Boroughs . 

and  Great  Towns  . . . 

11.7 

0.00 

... 

0.05 

0.01 

0.03 

0.07 

0.10 

7.8 

57 

148  Smaller  Towns  . 

11.0 

0.00 

0.00 

0.03 

0.01 

0.02 

0.06 

0.11 

3.6 

51 

London  . 

11.4 

0.00 

... 

0.06 

0.01 

0.03 

0.05 

0.06 

13.1 

57 

South  Shields  . 

13.8 

0.01 

0.08 

0.05 

0.55 

0.24 

5.3 

65 

The  tabulation  of  deaths  as  given  in  Table  1,  page  20,  follows 
the  Detailed  International  List  of  Causes  (1929  Revision)  and  the 
classification  has  been  done  in  accordance  with  the  rules  contained 
in  the  Registrar-General’s  Manual  in  connection  with  that  List. 


At  the  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  the  short  list  of  the 
causes  of  death  as  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General  is  included  in 
the  report  (Table  1  (A),  page  31)  in  order  that  the  relation  between 
the  local  tabulation  and  the  statistics  supplied  by  the  Registrar- 
General  may  be  compared.  There  is  substantial  agreement,  but 
as  the  Registrar-General  points  out,  the  classification  of  some  deaths 
in  respect  of  which  the  certifying  medical  practitioners  have  given 
indefinite  causes  is  modified  in  the  light  of  further  information 
obtained  by  him  from  them  by  special  enquiries  ;  and  this  possible 
source  of  discrepancy  should  be  borne  in  mind. 
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Deaths  in  hospital  of  persons  with  no  fixed  abode.  tSee  note  to  Table  11,  page  142. 
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TABLE  4.— POPULATION,  BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS  FOR 
1938  AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 


Year. 

Popula¬ 

tion 

estimated 
to  middle 
of  each 
year. 

Births. 

Total  deaths 
registered 
in  the 
Borough. 

Transfer¬ 

able 

Deaths. 

Net  Deaths  belonging 
to  the  Borough. 

Uncor¬ 

rected 

Num¬ 

ber. 

Net. 

Of  Non-Residents 

registered  in  the  Borough. 

Of  Residents  not 

registered  in  the  Borough. 

Under  1  year 
of  age. 

At  all  ages. 

Num¬ 

ber. 

Rate. 

Num¬ 

ber. 

Rate. 

Num¬ 

ber. 

Rate 

per 

1,000 

Net 

Births. 

Num¬ 

ber. 

Rate. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5  i  6 

7 

8 

9 

11 

12 

13 

1922 

122,400 

3,287 

3,257 

26.6 

1,738 

14.2 

109 

56 

307 

94 

1,685 

13.8 

1923 

124,500 

3,152 

3,144 

25.3 

1,766 

14.2 

110 

58 

297 

94 

1,714 

13.8 

1924 

126,600 

3,087 

3,071 

24.3 

1,910 

15.1 

149 

70 

313 

102 

1,831 

14.5 

1925 

124,600 

2,997 

2,976 

23.9 

1,867 

14.9 

153 

56 

340 

114 

1,770 

14.2 

1926 

123,900 

2,786 

2,774 

22.4 

i  1,656 

13.4 

159 

51 

241 

87 

1,548 

12.5 

1927 

123,400 

2,470 

2,449 

19.8 

1,725 

14.0 

164 

79 

225 

92 

1,640 

13.3 

1928 

121,800 

2,500 

2,468 

20.3 

11,766 

14.5 

141 

74 

226 

92 

1,699 

13.9 

1929 

119,600 

2,370 

2,355 

19.7 

1,925 

16.1 

174 

69 

288 

122 

1,820 

15.2 

1930 

116,500 

2,411 

2,396 

20.6 

1,602 

13.8 

133 

78 

221 

92 

1,547 

13.3 

1931 

114,200 

2,377 

2,362 

20.7 

1,868 

16.4 

157 

75 

272 

115 

1,786 

15.6 

1932 

114,000 

2,168 

2,168 

19.0 

1,632 

14.3 

168 

63 

152 

70 

1,527 

13.4 

1933 

114,100 

1,961 

1,963 

17.2 

1,679 

14.7 

185 

64 

182 

93 

1,558 

13.7 

1934 

112,750 

2,059 

2,013 

17.9 

1,617 

14.3 

180 

51 

168 

83 

1.488 

13.2 

1935 

112,000 

1,969 

1,930 

17.2 

1.545 

13.8 

196 

60 

154 

80 

1,409 

12.6 

1936 

=^111,350 

1,924 

1,878 

16.9 

1,607 

14.4 

189 

49 

163 

87 

1,467 

13.2 

1937 

111,000 

1,903 

1,831 

16.5 

1,664 

15.0 

217 

38 

147 

80 

1,485 

13.4 

1938 

110,400 

2,007 

1,897 

17.2 

1,645 

14.9 

172 

47 

124 

65 

1,520 

13.8 

Notes. — (a)  The  rates  in  Columns  5,  7,  and  13  are  calculated  per 
1,000  of  the  population. 


(b)  “Transferable  Deaths*’  are  deaths  of  persons 
who,  having  a  fixed  or  usual  residence  in  England 
or  Wales,  died  in  a  district  other  than  that  in 
which  they  resided. 

*  Modified  estimate  for  calculation  of  rates  as  Borough 
was  extended  on  1st  April,  1936  (mid-year  estimate 
for  extended  Borough,  111,800). 


TABLE  5.— BIRTH-RATES,  INFANT  MORTALITY  RATES,  AND  DEATH  RATES  FROM  VARIOUS  CAUSES,  1871-1938 


36 


•sqi-iiq  OOO'l  1 

jgd  JB9A  I 

J9pun  sq:)B9Q 

164 

140  1 

X 

X 

§ 

1 

126  j 

X  ^  -t-  cq  Tp 

05  05  05  0  B-1 

1-H 

100  j 

cq  cq  cq  cq 

X  05  05  cq  05 

05 

X  0  X  X  0  1 
05  X  X  ; 

89 

I'N  P  X 

XXX 

•Bzugnpuj 

05 

X 

05  cq  X  cq  0 

0 

■D  'D  CD  -t  -t 

C4 

0  ID  -:r  0 

00 

IN  X  ^ 

1 

1 

cq 

X 

X 

CD  ID  CD  t>  D) 

-rt 

‘q 

X  X  ^  X  cq 

X 

—1  CD  04 

X 

r> 

05  0  X  X  ^ 

00  IM  -4  ■'T  CD 

0 

IN 

r^,  1— 1  Tf  ‘-t  X 

X 

0  x 

•■Biuomnguj 

1 

1 

cq 

X 

X  X  0  ^  X 

X  X  cq  !N  X 

X  X  X 

X 

rN  X 

1—i  r-^  i-~> 

1— ( 

0  —  -  -  CD 

■-H  0  0  0  CD 

d 

CD  0  0 

•sijiqouojg 


•J90UB3 


•S9SB9SIQ 

snoTnoj9qn  t 

a9q;0 


■sisiqiqd 


a> 


•B90qjJBIQ  4- 


O) 

LC 


CD 

Ui 

CD 

< 

W 

CD 

Q 

o 

i-H 

s 

H 

Q 

& 

w 


,.‘J3A9g„ 


•qSno3 

Sutdooq^ 


o  i 
o  ^ 

c4  1-^ 


!c<5OC0C0(M  1^  |iCC^CDiO»-^ 
I<MCCOCOCC  IfM  0^000 


CD 

O 


lo  CD  c<i  r>.  ^ 

CO  00  X  CD 

d  d  d  d 


X 

X 


X  1<N  lo  \  ^  CO  <T> 

X  IN  Oi  oa)oa>a> 


o  1  o  ^  X  o  X 
o  I  o  o  1-^  X  X 


cr. 

o 


Dq  o  lo  X  X 
cs  X  cq 


o 

o 


I-'  I  CTi 

t>  1  X 


xa>x^-^  \  <T>  Ic^xo^^ 

XXTfXTT  X  X^XX^ 


o 

X 


X  X  X 
rt  Tf  -rt  X 


o 

X 


X  Dq  — 
X  X 

d  d  d 


X  X 
I  X  X  X 


I 


X  X 
(N  Dq  M 


X 


O  I  O  I  X 
X  1  X  I  X 


'^OiOX'^  lx  ixxx^x 
'^(Nrfoqx  IX  I^^X^CN 


X 


X  1  X  a>  X  X 
X  X  o 


Oi 

Dq 


X  Tf 

00  O  X 

d  d 


X 


X 

<3^ 


X  I  ^ 
X  I  X 


<7i 


X  1  O  I 

oq  I  ^  1  o 


X  I  t>. 

T}^  I  ^ 


■BU9ii:mdia  * 


(M 


*J9A9J^ 

;9iJB0s 


X 


oq 

CM 


X 


DqTt*c<iox  lx  'X'^ 

XDqcq^Dq  IX  |CSq^cqc<JDq 


cq  ^  ^  I  ^  I  CO 

o  o  :o  :  1  o  [  o 


X  X  X  a:>  lx 

cq  T}<  o  X  I  oq 


rj-  X  X  O  X 
r-  o  cq  o 


Dq 


<7> 

O 


<7i 

O 


O  t>.  X  ^  iC 

t-  o  o  ^  o 


X 

o 


X  Dq  T}-  X  o 
O  O  O  O  i-« 


X 

o 


X  X  Tj-  CO  i  X 
0^00^  I  o 


cq  i-H  ,-H 

o  :  :o  o 


(y> 

(N 


X  O  X  X 

^  ^  oq  ^  (N 


(N  ' 


I  <J> 


Oi 


X  ' 
cq ' 


'  X  05  cq 
■  ^  o  o 


X 

o 


cq 

o 


^  t>  1 

:  o  o ' 


XXX 

O  O  X 


X 

o 


I>  X 
O  ^  X 


X 

o 


IX. 

0 

s 

•S9{SB9J^[ 

.42 

.34 

.44 

.45 

X 

XI 

r>-  IN  X  X 

X  :  X  0  cq 

.27 

00  ID  0  CO  CD 

0  r-.  ^  ^  0 

1 

05 

t-H 

05  C>»  »—  X 

X  0  X  ^  ^ 

cq 

^ 

0  0  0 

p-( 

CD 

0 

cq 

0 

^  ^  X 

0 

•xodiiBiug 

00 

0 

0 

q 

0 

:  :  :  :  : 

000  :  : 

0 

0 

:  :  :  :  : 

< 

:  :  : 

0 

X 

X 

X 

|>,r-c  l>  03  00 

cq 

—  —1  CD  <N  CD 

CD 

03 

rN  X 

X 

X  X  05 

*TB10  T 

X 

cq 

0 

X  X  Tf  X  0 

0 

CD  ID  ID  !>.  ■4^4 

X 

IN  cq  X 

X 

Tf  Tf  IN 

' 

cq* 

cq 

^  0  ^  0  — ' 

—I 

00000 

d 

d 

00000 

d 

0  0  d 

X 

X 

_ 

03 

(M  00  00  ID  IM 

X 

X  X  05  cq  X 

CD 

05 

X  tt  cq  X 

04  -If  X 

9;BJ-qiB9Q 

X 

d 

d 

IN 

x 

ID  CD  CD  -It 

Tf 

cq  X  X  X  CO 

CO 

CO 

X  X  X  X  cq 

X 

CD  CD  d 

cq 

cq 

cq 

»— <  I— <  »-i  ^  ^ 

1—1 

»**^ 

^  X  Tf 

:  o  o  o 


cq 

o 


X  Tt*  X 
o  o  o 


X 

o 

05 


05 

o 


<v 

bjD 

a 


(fi 

U 

03 

0) 

cq 

u 

<v 

'C 

c 

a 


u 

<v 

-4-> 

a 

d] 

T3 

C 

o3 

<D 

O 

s: 

u 

Ui 

rt 

Q 


cc 

« 

05 


IH 

o 


c 

_o 

"3 

cu 

o 

04 


•r  ^ 


45 

43 

-4-» 

43 

O 

5 


cC 

6C 

45 


tn 

03 


CD  X 
TJ  X 


a 

:3 

0) 

,2 

13 

.3 

a 

<v 

0) 


0) 

bJD 

a 

o. 

c 

o 


o 


9;BJ-q;jia 


X 


X 

00 

X 


X 

X 


05 

CO 

X 


05 

00 

<N 


X  X  X  X  05 
05  CD  X  Tf  CO 

cq  cq  cq  Dq  cq 


05 

to 

cq 


X  X  X 

cq  05  d  05  d 
cq  ^  cq  cq 


o 

cq 


cq 

CO 

cq 


rN  o  cq  05  cq 

d  05  IN 

cq  ^  ^  r-c 


I  X  X  cq 
00  I  CD  CD 


'O  G 
0)  O 


a 


cn 


II 


<1 

W 

>• 


o 

X 

X 

o" 

X 


o 

X 

X 


X 


o 

cq 

X 

x" 

X 


cq 

cq 

X 


o 

05 

X 


X 

X 

a 

03 


o 

o 

05 


05 

X 

C 

cd 

0^ 


X 

X 


o 


o 

05 


O 

05 

c 

03 

% 


X 

X 

05" 

o 


00000 
00000 
Tf  tT  X  X  X 

00  cq  x"  Tf 
^  cq  CN  cq  cq 


o 

o 

x^ 

CO 

cq 


00000 

00000 

05^ '^^X  X  X 

x"  cd  ^  cd  x" 
cq  cq  cq  ^  ^ 


o 

cq 

05 


05 

1-^ 

a 

eg 

01 


<cq  X  ^  ID 

cq  cq  cq  cq  cq 

05  05  05  05  05 


X 

cq 

C35 


cq 

05 

C 

Cd 


o 

o^ 

cq 


o 


cq 

cq 


00000 
000x0 
cq  o^»-<^r>  o^ 
’d  Tp*  Tf  cq  cq" 


o  I  o  o  o 
^  (  X  o  o 
I  x^o^^^ 
cd  ' 


X  t>  X  05  O 
cq  cq  cq  cq  X 

05  05  05  <05  05 


O 

X 

05 

CD 

03 

c 

01 

0) 


o 

CO 

03 


!N 

03 


C 

03 

03 

;§ 


^  cq  X X 
X  X  X  X  X 
05  <05  05  05  05 


X 

X 

05 


X 

05 

C 

03 

05 


CD  00 
CD  CD  CD 
03  03  03 


43 
43 


cx 

p 

o 

u 

U 

CD 

P 

o 

05 

P 

03 

Vi 


05 

X 

05 

O 

P 

X 

* 


37 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

A  detailed  list  of  the  officers  of  the  Public  Health  Service  is 
given  on  pages  3  to  6.  There  were  no  changes  in  the  services 
described  in  my  Annual  Report  for  1937  and  former  years  although 
some  modificadons  have  been  necessary. 

The  South  Shields  and  District  Nursing  Association  now 
employ  eight  nurses  for  nursing  in  the  homes  of  patients.  The 
number  of  municipal  midwives  has  been  reduced  from  17  to  15. 
Two  of  the  midwives  surrendered  their  certificates  under  terms 
of  the  Midwives  Act,  1936,  and  the  vacancies  thus  created  were 
not  filled.  The  reduction  was  permissible  on  account  of  a  greater 
number  of  women  taking  advantage  of  the  General  Hospital  for 
their  conhnements. 

The  dental  service  was  extended  to  include  treatment  for 
patients  in  the  General  Hospital  and  Sanatorium  and  for  patients 
attending  the  Tuberculosis  Clinic,  expectant  mothers  and  children 
under  school  age. 

Building  operations  were  commenced  on  the  new  maternity 
hospital  which  will  be  open  for  the  reception  of  patients  in  1939. 

Plans  were  passed  and  agreed  with  the  Ministry  of  Health 
for  the  new  hospital  for  infectious  diseases  at  Sunniside.  The 
plan  was  extended  to  include  a  hospital  block  for  cases  of  tuber¬ 
culosis  who  are  not  suitable  for  sanatorium  treatment  and  for 
observation.  This  block  will  contain  48  beds  and  will  allow  for 
the  removal  of  all  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  from  the 
General  Hospital.  This  will  increase  the  accommodation  of  the 
latter  hospital  and  provide  for  a  more  liberal  measure  of  spacing. 

Building  operations  were  also  begun  on  the  new  Poole  Sana¬ 
torium  at  Nunthorpe,  Middlesbrough  for  which  South  Shields  is 
one  of  the  constituent  authorities.  Progress  was  also  made  in 
the  plans  for  the  new  orthopaedic  hospital  for  the  geographical 
County  of  Durham. 

The  process  of  modernising  the  General  Hospital  continues. 
A  complete  new  heating  installation  has  been  provided.  The 
lighting  system  will  be  completely  renewed  and  the  kitchen  ar¬ 
rangements  imiproved. 

With  regard  to  Poor  Law  Medical  Out-Relief;  there  are  four 
medical  relief  districts  with  a  district  medical  officer  in  each,  none 
of  whom  devotes  his  whole  time  to  the  public  health  service. 
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There  are  no  districts  in  which  the  “open  choice”  system  of  medical 
relief  has  been  introduced.  At  times  there  has  been  a  little  difficulty 
in  obtaining  the  services  of  district  medical  officers  and  there  have 
been  several  changes  during  the  last  few  years.  As  I  have  already 
indicated  to  the  Public  Assistance  Committee,  the  “open  choice” 
method  is  more  in  keeping  with  present-day  practice  and  will 
eventually  be  adopted. 

There  is  only  one  registered  Nursing  Home  in  the  area.  I 
am  satisfied  there  are  no  unregistered  Homes.  The  various  districts 
in  the  town  are  so  well  known  to  the  department  and  are  so 
frequently  visited  by  members  of  the  Health  Department  staff 
that  it  is  unlikely  a  home  could  be  established  any  length  of 
time  without  its  existence  becoming  known. 

A  handbook  describing  the  public  health  medical  services 
was  published  during  the  year  and  issued  to  the  members  of  the 
public. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  BOROUGH. 
Water  Supply. 

In  x^ugust,  1938,  a  complaint  was  received  from  a  neighbour¬ 
ing  authority  that  water  which  had  been  drawn  from  a  stand¬ 
pipe  had  on  bacteriological  examination  been  found  to  be  infected 
with  B.Coli  and  streptococci.  On  further  bacteriological  examina¬ 
tion  the  former  hndings  wTre  not  substantiated.  It  was  considered 
that  there  had  been  some  external  contamination.  As  indicated 
in  my  Annual  Report  for  1937,  very  frequent  analyses  and  bac¬ 
teriological  examinations  of  the  water  are  carried  out  to  ensure 
its  purity. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

The  water  carriage  system  is  universal  throughout  the  town, 
except  in  a  few  isolated  houses  on  the  outskirts.  69  new  water 
closets  were  installed  as  a  result  of  action  by  the  sanitary  inspectors 
to  supplement  inadequate  accommodation  in  factories,  shops,  etc. 
Sewage  is  discharged  into  the  River  Tyne.  One  cesspool  near 
a  farm  was  abolished  and  the  sewage  conducted  into  a  newly 
laid  sewer. 

Public  Cleansing. 

The  cleansing  of  the  streets  has  been  systematically  carried 
out  and  the  streets  are  maintained  in  a  clean  condition.  The 
system  of  charging  the  owners  of  business  premises  for  the  removal 
of  excess  refuse  leads  in  some  cases  to  hoarding  and  improper 
disposal,  and  careful  watch  is  kept  to  prevent  nuisance.  The 
sanitary  inspectors  paid  numerous  visits  to  the  refuse  tips  at 
Gipsies  Green  and  Quarry  Lane. 

Sanitary  Inspection. 

The  work  of  the  sanitary  inspectors  is  shown  in  tabular  form 
on  pages  49  to  51.  20,797  visits  of  inspection  were  made 

during  the  year  by  the  hve  inspectors. 

195  complaints,  verbal  and  otherwise,  were  received  at  the 
Health  Department  during  the  year:  40  on  account  of  structural 
defects,  28  for  dampness,  37  for  choked  or  defective  drains,  17 
for  vermin,  9  for  accumulations  of  rubbish,  9  for  dirty  houses, 
20  for  rats  and  mice,  3  for  keeping  animals  so  as  to  be  a  nuisance, 
overcrowding  6,  and  others  26. 

Swimming  Baths. 

There  are  two  swimming  baths,  one  covered  and  supplied 
with  the  townG  water.  It  is  equipped  with  chlorinating  and 
hltration  plant.  The  other  is  the  open  air  bath  on  the  foreshore. 
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It  is  equipped  with  a  chlorinating  apparatus  and  circulating  pump. 
Frequent  bacteriological  examinations  showed  that  the  water  in 
both  baths  was  satisfactory. 

Camping  Sites. 

Two  camping  sites  were  occupied  during  the  year,  in  one 
case  a  farmer  allowed  a  few  tents  to  be  erected  on  a  part  of  his 
land.  The  other,  a  large  holiday  camp,  was  established  on  land 
recently  added  to  the  County  Borough.  This  land  has  since  been 
acquired  by  the  Corporation  and  will  not  in  future  be  used  as 
a  camping  site.  About  2,000  people  resided  in  these  camps  at 
the  height  of  the  summer  season. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

The  method  employed  for  the  eradication  of  bed  bugs  as 
described  in  my  annual  report  for  1936  continues  to  give  satis¬ 
factory  results.  The  insecticide  used  is  ‘'Zaldecide”  and  the 
fumigant  ''FumipesC',  but  frequently  it  is  necessary  to  remove 
ail  woodwork,  e.g.,  skirting  boards,  etc.,  from  the  infested  room 
and  apply  a  blowlamp,  and  in  some  cases  paint  with  a  preparation 
of  creosote  before  replacing  the  woodwork. 

Reference  is  also  made  to  the  subject  on  page  57  of  the 
section  of  this  report  dealing  with  Housing.  None  of  the  CounciFs 
houses  were  infested  but  74  houses  belonging  to  other  owners 
were  affected.  In  each  case  the  house  was  disinfected  under  the 
supervision  of  the  sanitary  inspector. 

Schools. 

Supervision  is  exercised  by  the  School  Medical  Officers  at 
their  visits  for  routine  and  other  inspections.  In  addition,  the 
sanitary  inspectors  paid  208  special  visits  to  schools.  The  school 
premises  are  maintained,  as  regards  cleanliness,  in  a  very  satis¬ 
factory  manner.  Additional  sanitary  accommodation  w'as  provided 
at  the  Barnes  Junior  Boys’  School  and  at  the  Cleadon  Park 
Recreation  Ground. 

The  water  supply  to  the  schools  is  obtained  from  the  town’s 
mains.  No  school  was  closed  on  account  of  infectious  disease 
during  the  year,  but  those  children  who  were  suffering  from  or 
had  been  in  contact  with  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  excluded 
until  they  were  known  to  be  free  from  the  risk  of  carrying  infection. 
Contacts  of  patients  suffering  from  diphtheria  were  swabbed  and 
were  not  allowed  to  return  to  school  until  the  swab  proved  negative. 
In  many  instances  whole  classes  were  swabbed  on  the  occurrence 
of  a  case  of  diphtheria.  I  very  much  doubt  whether  the  practice 
of  wholesale  swabbing  of  school  contacts  or  potential  contacts 
has  any  influence  in  the  prevention  of  the  spread  of  diphtheria. 
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Offensive  Trades. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were :  — 

66  fish  friers. 

2  tripe  boilers  (one  at  the  abattoir). 

2  gut  scrapers  (both  at  the  abattoir). 

3  rag  and  bone  dealers. 

1  blood  boiler. 

5  applications  for  the  establishment  of  fish  frying  shops  were 
received  during  the  year.  Three  were  granted,  one  refused  and 
one  adjourned  for  the  consideration  of  the  Housing  Committee 
on  whose  estate  the  shop  will  be  situated.  The  premises  are 
frequently  inspected  and  the  inspectors  report  that  a  high  standard 
of  cleanliness  is  maintained. 

Lodging  Houses.  , 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  21  lodging  houses  licensed 
to  accommodate  359  seamen  lodgers.  Of  these,  three  accommodate 
British  seamen,  the  remainder  are  used  for  the  accommodation 
of  Scandinavian,  Russian,  Arab  and  coloured  seamen.  The  in¬ 
spectors  paid  366  visits  and  the  police  1,110  visits  to  seamen’s 
lodging  houses  during  the  year. 

There  were  also  four  common  lodging  houses,  the  registra¬ 
tion  of  which  is  subject  to  annual  revision.  They  provide  accom¬ 
modation  for  181  lodgers.  73  visits  were  paid  by  the  sanitary 
inspectors  and  215  by  police  officers  to  these  premises  during 
the  year.  The  premises  are  kept  reasonably  clean. 

Houses  Let-in-Lodgings, 

The  inspectors  paid  45  visits  to  these  premises  during  the 
year.  The  demand  for  such  accommodation  appears  to  be  dimini¬ 
shing. 


Stables  and  Allotments. 

No  serious  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  in  respect 
of  stables  and  allotments.  The  inspectors  paid  610  visits.  The 
number  of  allotments  is  decreasing  as  land  is  being  used  for  hous¬ 
ing  purposes.  Manure  is  frequently  removed  from  stables  and 
is  promptly  dug  in  on  the  allotments. 

Rat  Repression. 

Twenty  complaints  of  fats  infesting  premises  were  received. 
Usually  it  is  found  that  rats  gain  admission  to  premises  through 
some  structural  defect,  e.g.,  defective  air  bricks  or  drains.  When 
the  defect  is  remedied  the  rats  disappear. 
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The  provisions  of  the  Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act  were 
advertised  in  the  local  press  and  leaflets  on  the  subject  were  issued 
to  the  public. 


Theatres  and  Cinemas. 

There  are  13  cinemas  and  one  theatre  in  the  borough.  82 
visits  were  paid  by  the  inspectors.  The  premises  are  maintained 
in  a  high  standard  of  cleanliness. 


Rag  Flock  Acts,  1911-1928. 

No  action  was  necessary  under  these  acts  during  the  year. 


Exhumations. 

There  were  two  exhumations  in  1938.  To  witness  the  pro¬ 
cedure  would  convince  the  most  sceptical  of  the  necessity  for  the 
adoption  of  cremation  as  the  most  rational  method  for  the  dis¬ 
posal  of  the  dead.  However  reverently  and  circumspectly  an 
exhumation  is  carried  out  it  is  a  nauseating  and  frequently  a  dis¬ 
gusting  sight.  With  land  so  valuable  to  the  living,  the  pity  is  that 
it  should  be  encumbered  with  the  dead.  Anyway,  it  is  all  the  same 
in  a  hundred  years,  only  cremation  is  quicker. 


Factories. 

The  Factories  Act,  1937,  came  into  force  on  the  1st  July,  1938, 
and  has  added  considerably  to  the  responsibilities  of  the  inspectors. 
What  were  formerly  workshops  are  now  ‘Tactories’'  and  are  now 
registered  in  the  Health  Department  as  such.  The  inspectors  paid 
1,243  visits  to  factories,  including  premises  previously  registered 
as  'Svork  places”.  At  these  visits  verbal  instruction  is  given  as 
to  cleanliness,  whitewashing,  etc.  These  instructions  are  almost 
invariably  complied  with  and  the  necessity  for  serving  formal 
notices  is,  to  a  large  extent,  obviated.  The  following  are  the 
details  of  those  instances  in  which  formal  action  was  taken :  — 
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Particulars  of  Defect. 

1 

Number  of  Defects. 

Found. 

Reme¬ 

died. 

Receiving 

attention. 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector. 

Want  of  cleanliness  . 

4 

4 

Overcrowding . 

... 

.  *  * 

.  . 

Unreasonable  temperature  . 

.  .  . 

.  . 

Inadequate  ventilation  . 

.  . 

.  .  . 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  . 

.  . 

.  .  . 

Sanitary  conveniences  : 

Insufficient . . 

1 

1 

... 

Unsuitable  or  defective . 

4 

3 

1 

Not  separate  for  sexes  . 

.  .  . 

.  . 

.  .  . 

Illegal  occupation  of  under- 

ground  bakehouse . 

.  .  . 

.  . 

.  -  . 

.  . 

Breach  of  special  sanitary  re- 

quirements  for  bakehouses  . . . 

8 

8 

Other  offences  (excluding 

offences  relating  to  Outwork) 

6 

6 

Total  . 

23 

22 

! 

1 

1  1  ... 

I 

The  number  of  factories 

on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the 

year  was  397,  50  per  cent. 

of  which  were 

premises 

in  which 

mechanical  power  is  used.  The  principal  trades  are:  — 


Dressmakers,  Tailors,  Milliners,  etc.  . .  39 

Boot  Repairers  .  29 

Bakers  .  59 

Sawmills,  Joiners,  Upholsterers,  etc .  70 

Smiths  . 14 

Plumbers  .  11 

Letterpress  Printers,  etc .  16 

Motor  Repairers  . 12 


General  and  Marine  Engineers,  and  Iron  Foun¬ 
dries,  etc . 

Laundries  . . . •••■• 


Only  three  Outworkers  (one  a  Contractor),  engaged  in  the 
making  of  wearing  apparel,  were  notified  to  me  during  the  year. 
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Inspection  under  the  Shops  Acts. 

Number  of  Shops. 

Number  of  shops  on  Register  at  31st  December,  1938,  includ¬ 
ing  stalls  in  Market  Place  and  on  foreshores;  also  motor  filling 
stations,  and  cinemas. 


Occupied  .  1,846 

Vacant  .  286 


2,132 


132  of  the  shops  are  in  dwelling-houses. 

Assistants  are  employed  in  1,227  shops,  as  follows:  — 

In  340  shops;  over  18  years  of  age  only. 

,,  567  ,,  ;  under  and  over  18  years  of  age. 

,,  320  ,,  ;  under  18  years  of  age  only. 

,,619  ,,  ;  there  are  no  employees. 

The  number  of  premises  on  the  register  which  are  licensed 
for  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors,  to  be  consumed  on  the  premises, 
is  128. 

In  these  licensed  premises  assistants  are  employed  as  follows  :- 

In  113  premises;  over  18  years  of  age  only. 

,,10  ,,  ;  under  and  over  18  years  of  age. 

,,  5  ,,  ;  no  assistants  are  employed. 

Number  of  visits  paid  to  shops  (including  stalls  in  Market 
Place,  stalls  and  cafes  on  foreshores,  motor  filling  stations,  and 


licensed  premises) :  — 

Weekdays  .  2,779 

Sundays  . : .  804 


3,583 


Infringement  of  the  Shops  Acts,  1921  to  1936. 
Shops  Act,  1912. 


Not  allowing  assistants  a  weekly  half-holiday.  Sec.  1(1).  11 

Not  allowing  assistants  the  weekly  half-holiday  as  speci¬ 
fied  on  the  weekly  half-holiday  notice.  Sec.  1  (2).  1 

Not  exhibiting  assistants  weekly  half-holiday  notices. 

Sec.  1  (2) .  115 

Not  keeping  assistants  weekly  lialf-holiday  notices  up 

to  date.  Regulation  1912.  Sec.  1  (2) .  9 
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Not  allowing  assistants  meal  hours.  Sec.  1  (3) .  12 

Not  providing  seats  for  female  shop  assistants.  Sec. 

3  (1).  .  2 

Not  closing  shops  on  the  weekly  half-holiday  at  one 

p.m.  Sec.  4  (1) .  15 

Not  exhibiting  notices  in  respect  of  the  Early  Closing 

Day.  Sec.  4  (3) .  29 

Early  Closing  Day  notices  not  properly  exhibited.  Regu¬ 
lation  1915  (Sec.  5) .  7 

Trading  After  Hours. 

Shops  which  come  under  the:  — 

Shops  (Hours  of  Closing)  Act,  1928  .  39 

The  South  Shields  Drapers',  etc..  Closing  Order, 

1922  .  4 

The  South  Shields  Butchers’  Closing  Order,  1920  2 

The  South  Shields  Pork  Butchers’  Closing  Order, 

1921  . 1 

—  46 


Shops  Act,  1934. 

Employing  Young  Persons  for  more  than  normal  Maxi¬ 


mum  Weekly  working  hours.  Sec.  1  (1) .  1 

Employing  Young  Persons  between  the  hours  of  ten 

p.m.  and  six  a.m.  Sec.  3  (1) .  8 


Not  keeping  a  record  of  the  hours  worked  by  Young 
Persons,  and  of  the  intervals  allowed  for  rest  and 
meals,  or  exhibiting  in  the  shop  a  notice  specifying 


the  daily  hours  to  be  worked,  and  intervals  to  be 
allowed  for  rest  and  meals,  and  not  exhibiting  the 
required  notices  where  Young  Persons  are  employed. 

Sec.  7  (1  and  2) .  139 

Not  keeping  the  records  of  the  hours  of  employment  of 
Young  Persons  or  the  notices  specifying  the  daily 
hours  to  be  worked  up  to  date.  Regulations  1934. 

(Sec.  7) . . .  14 

Not  exhibiting  notices  that  seats  are  provided  and  avail¬ 
able  for  the  use  of  female  shop  assistants.  Sec.  12.  118 


Not  providing  and  maintaining  in  the  shop  suitable  and 
sufficient  sanitary  conveniences  for  the  use  of  persons 

employed  on  or  about  the  shop.  Sec.  10  (2) . 

Not  providing  in  the  shop  where  meals  are  taken  in  the 
shop  suitable  and  sufficient  facilities  for  the  taking 
of  these  meals  . . . 
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Shops  (Sunday  Trading  Restriction)  Act,  1936. 

Not  keeping  in  the  prescribed  form  a  record  of  the  names 
and  of  the  hours  worked  by  persons  employed  about 
the  business  of  a  ;shop  open  for  the  Iserving  of 
customers  on  Sunday,  and  of  the  respective  days  of 


the  week  these  young  persons  receive  compensation 

holidavs  for  Sunday  Employment.  Sec.  12 .  58 

Employing  persons  for  more  than  three  Sundays  in  a 
month  where  their  employment  on  each  of  these 

Sundays  exceeds  four  hours.  Sec.  11 .  1 

Not  allowing  compensatory  holidays  in  respect  of  Sunday 

Employment.  Sec.  11 .  14 

Not  allowing  proper  compensatory  holidays  for  Sunday 

Employment.  Sec.  11 .  2 


UnLxAWeul  Trading  on  Sundays.  Sec.  11. 


Not  exhibiting  notices  stating  purposes  for  which  and 
the  hours  during  which  the  shop  is  open  on  Sun¬ 
days.  Sec.  4  Regulation  1  (a) .  112 

Exhibiting  on  a  Sunday  inside  and  outside  the  shop 
when  the  shop  was  open  for  the  serving  of  customers 
goods  which  cannot  lawfully  be  sold  on  a  Sunday. 

Sec.  4.  Regulation  1  (h) .  86 


821 


651  of  the  infringements  were  hrst  offences,  and  the  persons 
in  default  were  cautioned  and  instructed  by  the  Inspector,  596 
by  written  intimation  and  55  verbally. 

170  of  the  contraventions  were  reported  to  the  Health  Com¬ 
mittee  as  follows :  — 


Grocers  and  Provision  Merchants  .  16 

Grocers  and  Provision  Merchants  (Mixed  Shops)  50 

—  ()6 

Sugar  Confectioners  .  15 

Tried  Eish  Dealers  .  15 

Fruiterers  (Shops)  . 13 

Fruiterers  (Market  Stalls)  .  1 

—  14 

Tobacconists  .  9 

Cafe  Proprietors  .  8 

Drapers  .  7 

Bakers  and  Confectioners  .  6 

Opticians  .  4 

Fancy  Goods  Dealers  .  4 
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Musical  Instrument  Dealers  .  4 

Clothiers  . 3 

Butchers  (Shops)  .  1 

Butchers  (Market  Stalls)  .  2 

—  3 

Pork  Butchers  .  2 

Wine  Merchants  .  2 

Boot  and  Shoe  Dealers  (Market  Stalls)  .  2 

Music  Dealers  .  1 

Chemists  .  1 

Hairdressers  (Ladies)  .  1 

Newsagents  . 1 

China  Ornament  Dealers  (Market  Stalls)  .  1 

Licensed  Victuallers  . 1 

170 

The  offences  were:  — 

Trading  after  hours  . 36 

Not  allowing  assistants  weekly  half-holidays  .  7 

Not  allowing  assistants  half-holiday  as  specified  on  the 

notice  .  1 

Not  exhibiting  assistants  weekly  half-holiday  notices  ...  11 

Not  allowing  assistants  meals  hours  .  10 

Not  exhibiting  Early  Closing  Day  notices  .  4 

Employing  Young  Persons  between  the  hours  of  ten  p.m. 

and  six  a.m .  6 

Not  keeping  in  the  prescribed  form  a  record  of  the  hours 
of  employment  of  Young  Persons  or  exhibiting  in 
the  shop  a  notice  specifying  the  daily  hours  to  be 
worked  and  intervals  to  be  allowed  for  rest  and 
meals,  and  not  exhibiting  the  required  notices  where 

Young  Persons  are  employed  .  27 

Not  exhibiting  in  the  shop  notices  that  seats  are  pro¬ 
vided  for  the  use  of  female  shop  assistants  .  12 

Not  providing  suitable  sanitary  accommodation  .  1 

Not  providing  suitable  meal  facilities  .  1 

Not  keeping  in  the  prescribed  form  a  record  of  Sunday 
Employment  and  of  Compensatory  Holidays  in  res¬ 
pect  of  that  employment  .  10 

Not  allowing  Compensatory  holidays  in  respect  of  Sun¬ 
day  Employment  .  6 

Not  exhibiting  notices  in  respect  of  Sunday  trading  ...  16 

Exhibiting  on  a  Sunday  inside  and  outside  the  shop, 

goods  which  could  not  lawfully  be  sold  on  that  day  11 
Unlawful  Trading  on  Sundays  .  11 


170 
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In  87  cases  letters  of  caution  were  on  the  instructions  of  the 
Committee  sent  by  the  Town  Clerk,  and  in  83  cases  Court  Pro¬ 
ceedings  were  taken. 

Convictions  were  obtained  in  75  cases,  fines  being  imposed 
as  follows :  — 


8  cases  fined  2/6  each. 

39  ,,  ,,  5/- 

7  ,,  ,,  10/- 

1  case  fined  20/- 
1  ,,  ,,  30/- 

1  ,,  ,,  40/- 

18  cases  fined  30/-  (to  cover  all  summonses). 

Five  summonses  were  dismissed,  two  on  payment  of  the 
costs  and  three  under  the  Probation  of  the  Offenders  Act.  Three 
summonses  were  withdrawn. 


Administration. 

315  circulars  have  been  issued  to  shop  keepers  explaining 
the  Shops  Act  1912  and  1913,  the  Shops  (Hours  of  Closing)  Act 
1928  and  the  Shops  Act  1934  (Employment  of  Young  Persons, 
etc.),  108  copies  of  the  second  schedule  of  the  Shops  Act  1912, 
stating  the  Trades  and  Businesses  which  are  exempt  from  the 
provisions  as  to  the  weekly  half-holiday  for  the  closing  of  shops, 
and  1,168  circulars  in  respect  of  the  Shops  (Sunday  Trading 
Restriction)  Act,  1936,  133  circulars  in  respect  of  meal  hours  to 
be  allowed  to  shop  assistants  and  24  circulars  in  respect  of  the 
Meat  Dealers  (Sunday  Closing)  Act,  1936. 

Eight  copies  of  the  Holiday  Resort  Order,  1912,  and  two  copies 
of  the  Ocean  Road  Exempted  Area  Order  were  also  issued  to 
Shop-keepers. 
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TABLE  6.— SUMMARY  OF  VISITS  AND  INSPECTIONS 
PAID  BY  SANITARY  INSPECTORS. 


Nature  of  Visit. 

R.  W. 

Weir. 

W. 

Smith. 

C. 

Skelton. 

J.  W. 

McVay. 

S. 

Harkness. 

Total. 

General  district  inspection  (including 
housing  inspection  and  inspection 
of  underground  rooms)  . 

1,596 

1,592 

1,658 

1,044 

1,130 

7,020 

Inspection  of  repairs  to  property  . 

101 

499 

649 

1,085 

728 

3,062 

Interviews  and  appointments  . 

98 

108 

171 

225 

184 

786 

Investigation  of  complaints  of  nui¬ 
sances  . . 

65 

191 

250 

269 

167 

942 

Smoke  observation  . 

14 

15 

... 

1 

2 

32 

Testing  drains  . 

.  .  . 

,  ,  , 

23 

27 

2 

52 

Exhumations  . 

1 

•  .  . 

1 

2 

Special  inspections  : — 

Seamen's  lodging  houses  . 

171 

176 

19 

366 

Common  lodging  houses . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

3 

47 

23 

73 

Houses  let-in-lodgings  . 

Homeworkers’  premises . 

45 

♦  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

45 

.  .  . 

3 

.  .  . 

2 

5 

Dance  halls . 

.  •  . 

.  .  . 

6 

.  .  . 

6 

Holiday  camps  . 

38 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

10 

10 

Picture  hails . 

4 

18 

20 

2 

82 

Fried  fish  shops . 

143 

59 

137 

60 

71 

470 

Bakehouses  . 

2 

39 

142 

36 

•  .  . 

219 

Ice  cream  shops  . 

1 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

1 

Marine  stores  . 

.  .  . 

10 

.  .  . 

10 

Other  factories . 

•  .  . 

... 

72 

22 

8 

102 

Other  workshops . 

10 

19 

12 

44 

12 

97 

Yards  . 

846 

24 

•  .  . 

.  .  . 

870 

Stables  and  allotments  . 

134 

55 

283 

12 

126 

610 

Refuse  tips  . 

21 

53 

13 

23 

128 

238 

Disused  pit  heap  . 

20 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

. . . 

20 

Coal  Co.  embankment  re  fumes . 

71 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  • 

71 

Rat  and  vermin  repression . 

3 

162 

173 

124 

86 

548 

School  latrines . 

88 

26 

.  .  . 

55 

39 

208 

Court  proceedings  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

,  .  . 

3 

3 

At  Abattoir  with  Food  Inspector  . . . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  , 

96 

96 

Taking  samples  with  Food  Inspector 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

67 

67 

Other  visits  . 

150 

•  .  . 

.  .  . 

3 

.  .  . 

153 

Visits  ve  cases  of  infectious  disease  : 
on  notification  of  cases  :  or  on 
disinfection  of  premises  . 

875 

848 

962 

726 

997 

4,408 

Re  cases  of  tuberculosis  . . 

4 

11 

29 

23 

29 

96 

Contacts  of  enteric  fever,  etc . 

4 

8 

•  •  • 

11 

4 

27 

Total  visits  . 

4,212 

3,807 

4,803 

4,039 

3,936 

20,797 
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TABLE  7.— SUMMARY  OF  NOTICES  ISSUED  BY  SANITARY 

INSPECTORS. 


Nature  of  Work. 

R.  W. 

Weir. 

W. 

Smith. 

C. 

Skelton. 

J.  W. 

McVay. 

S. 

Harkness. 

Total. 

Preliminary  Notices  were  served 
on  300  Property  Owners  for 

(A)  Houses  not  kept  in  all  respects 

reasonably  fit  for  habitation  . . . 

9 

31 

82 

55 

4 

181 

(B)  Nuisances  caused  by — 

Drains  choked  or  defective . 

5 

11 

20 

11 

47 

W.c’s  defective . 

2 

•  >  > 

4 

2 

8 

Scullery  sinks  defective  . 

... 

1 

7 

2 

10 

Rat  or  vermin  infested  premises 

«  .  . 

3 

1 

4 

Refuse  accumulations . 

.  .  . 

1 

3 

»  .  . 

4 

Wastepipes  defective  . 

2 

1 

2 

.  . 

5 

Insanitary  underground  rain- 

water  cisterns  . 

.  . 

1 

9 

AW 

3 

6 

Smoke  nuisance  . 

2 

«  •  • 

.  . 

•  .  . 

9 

Absence  of  proper  water  supply. . . 

1 

.  • 

1 

2 

Ashbin  accommodation  in¬ 
sufficient . 

2 

1 

3 

Inadequate  sanitary  accommo- 

dation  (dance  hall)  . 

.  . 

.  . 

2 

2 

Yard  paving  defective . 

1 

2 

4 

5 

2 

14 

Minor  defects  . ; . 

2 

1 

5. 

4 

12 

Preliminary  Notices  were  served 

on  9  Tenants  for — 

Rooms  dirty . 

1 

1 

Dirty  yard  . 

.  . 

•  •  • 

1 

.  .  . 

1 

Refuse  accumulations . 

1 

.  .  . 

.  « 

1 

1 

3 

Rat  infestation . 

.  • 

3 

3 

Statutory  Notices  :  On  Owners — 

Under  Public  Health  Acts  . 

2 

2 

Statutory  Notices  :  On  Occupiers — 

Under  Public  Health  Acts . 

•  • 

.  . 

.  .  . 

Apart  from  the  service  of  formal  and  informal  notices  many  nuisances  are 
dealt  with  by  verbal  requests  from  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  to  occupiers  and 
owners.  Any  structural  improvements  effected  as  a  result  are  included  in 
table  8  (page  51). 
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TABLE  8.— STRUCTURAL  IMPROVEMENTS  EFFECTED. 


Nature  of  Work. 

R.  W. 

1  Weir. 

W. 

Smith. 

c. 

Skelton. 

J-  W. 

McVay. 

S. 

Harkness. 

Total. 

Houses  :  closed  or  demolished  *  . 

generally  improved  . 

32 

178 

247 

144 

205 

806 

Drains  :  provided . 

3 

42 

16 

14 

6 

81 

relaid . . 

... 

17 

16 

2 

4  4  4 

35 

repaired  . 

6 

9 

25 

12 

1 

53 

chambers,  gulleys,  traps, 

etc.,  provided  or  renewed 

8 

8 

.  4  4 

9 

7 

32 

Yards  and  Areas  :  relaid  . 

3 

6 

18 

5 

4  4  4 

32 

repaired  . 

1 

10 

20 

7 

6 

44 

W.C.  ’s  ;  newly  provided  (complete)  . 

2 

18 

31 

4 

2 

57 

basins,  cisterns,  etc.,  re- 

placed  or  repaired  . 

5 

10 

19 

7 

6 

47 

Urinals  :  reconstructed . 

•  •  • 

.  .  4 

4  4  4 

2 

2 

Dustbins  ;  provided  (portable)  . 

1 

6 

8 

4 

4  4 

19 

Baths  :  newly  provided . 

1 

.  4  4 

4  4 

3 

4  4 

4 

repaired  . 

.  .  . 

16 

4  4 

1 

1 

18 

Washups  ;  of  metal,  replaced  by 

33 

stoneware  . 

•  •  • 

4 

25 

4 

4  4 

newly  provided  (com- 

plete) . 

5 

39 

42 

14 

6 

106 

traps,  waste  pipes,  etc.. 

44 

provided  or  repaired. . . . 

8 

25 

6 

5 

Lavatories  ;  traps,  etc.,  provided . 

.  . 

2 

28 

4 

2 

36 

Rainwater  cisterns  (under- 

ground)  :  filled  in . 

3 

4  4 

3 

6 

Washhouses  :  provided  or  built . 

1 

4 

4  4  4 

5 

rebuilt  or  repaired  . . . 

1 

19 

37 

13 

20 

90 

floors  relaid  or  re- 

■ 

paired  . 

7 

7 

8 

2 

4  4  4 

24 

Out- buildings  :  provided,  rebuilt, 

192 

or  repaired . 

8 

16 

91 

5 

72 

Stables  :  generally  improved  . 

.  . 

2 

8 

. . . 

10 

Workshops  :  repaired . 

.  . 

3 

3 

Public  Houses  :  additional  sanitary 

8 

accommodation  provided  . 

1 

4  4 

5 

2 

4  4 

Shops  :  sanitary  accommodation. 

etc.,  provided  . . . 

•  • 

4  .  • 

4  4  4 

4 

4  4  4 

4 

*  Exclusive  of  Clearance  Areas  (see  page  52). 
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HOUSING. 

There  were  31,545  inhabited  houses  in  the  Borough  at  the 
end  of  1938,  an  increase  of  619  over  the  previous  year. 


New  Houses. 

The  number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  was :  — 


Self-contained 

Houses  of 

Houses. 

Flats. 

By  private  enterprise  . 

204 

28 

By  the  North  Eastern  Housing  Associ- 

ation  . 

113 

18 

By  the  Local  Authority :  — 

For  clearance  schemes  under  the 

Housing  Acts  . 

270 

4 

For  aged  persons  . . . 

116 

— 

Those  built  by  private  enterprise  were  erected  at  Sunniside, 
Simonside  and  Mowbray  Road;  those  by  the  Local  Authority  at 
Quarry  Lane,  Horsley  Hill  and  Commercial  Road;  and  those  by 
the  North  Eastern  Housing  Association  at  Mile  End  Road  and 
Prince  Edward  Road. 


Clearance  Areas  and  Re-housing. 

In  1937  I  represented  to  the  Council  the  following  areas  as 
unhealthy  and  which,  in  my  opinion,  should  be  dealt  with  by 
clearance  schemes :  — 


Name  of  Area. 

Families. 

Persons. 

Adelaide  Street  . 

343 

1,173 

Catherine  Street  . 

233 

741 

D'Arcy  Street  . 

105 

386 

Heugh  Street  . 

69 

248 

Maxwell  Street  No.  1  . 

65 

221 

Maxwell  Street  No.  2  . 

13 

54 

Pallister  Street  . 

22 

70 

850 

2,899 

The  Council  decided  to  proceed  on  the  clearance  of  these 
areas  by  compulsory  purchase  orders.  The  Ministry  of  Health 
Inquiry  was  held  in  the  Town  Hall  on  the  8th,  9th  10th  and 
ilth  March,  1938,  and  the  orders  were  confirmed  on  the  13th 
July,  1938.  Notice  of  appeal  to  the  High  Court  was  lodged  by 
the  owner  of  two  properties  against  the  Minister’s  confirmation 
of  the  D’Arcy  Street  order.  The  appeal  was  dismissed. 

Meanwhile,  as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  Tables  A  and  B 
appended  to  this  report,  considerable  progress  has  been  made  in 
the  clearance  of  five  of  these  areas,  and  displacement  of  the  people 
is  keeping  pace  with  the  provisions  of  new  houses.  During  1938, 
304  families  comprising  1,038  persons  were  displaced  from  clear¬ 
ance  areas  and  individual  unfit  houses. 

During  1938  the  Council  and  the  North  Eastern  Housing 
Association  built  the  following  houses  and  flats  to  meet  the  re¬ 
quirements  of  clearance  schemes  and  for  aged  persons :  — 


Prince  Edward  Road  (No.  2)  .  140 

Mile  End  Road  (flats)  .  18 

Quarry  Lane  .  196 

Horsley  Hill  .  155 

Commercial  Road  .  12 


Total  ...  521 


In  addition  the  building  of  491  houses  is  in  progress  at 
Horsley  Hill  Estate,  and  plans  have  been  passed  for  the  erection 
of  34  houses  at  Wenlock  Road. 

These  schemes  provide  the  necessary  accommodation  for  all 
the  families  to  be  displaced  from  the  seven  clearance  areas  above 
mentioned. 

Other  clearance  schemes  are  recommended  in  areas  which 
I  reported  upon  to  the  Housing  Committee  in  December,  1938. 
These  areas  are  in  various  parts  of  the  town,  though  largely  in 
High  Shields  and  Tyne  Dock:  — 

(1)  Maxwell  Street  and  Adelaide  Street  district. 

(2)  Eldon  Street  and  Back  Frederick  Street. 

(3)  Tyne  Dock,  with  boundary  formed  by  Slake  Terrace, 

Hudson  Street  and  Whitehead  Street. 


Altogether,  the  areas  submitted  to  the  Council  for  future 
action  under  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  contain  3,675  families  com¬ 
prising  12,358  persons.  Each  house  has  been  inspected  and  the 
conditions  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations, 
1925  and  1932. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  and  size  of  families 
in  these  areas : — 


Persons  in  Families. 

1  1  2 

3 

4 

5  I  6 

7 

8 

9 

10  jll  12J  Total. 

Number 

of  Families. 

1 

Families 

605^  780 

805 

594 

386  270 

119 

67 

20 

18  9  2  3,675  | 

Persons 

605,  1,560 

,  ■ 

2,415 

2,376 

1,930  1,620 

833 

536 

180 

180  99  24  12,358  1 

Average  3.3  persons  per  familiy. 

Empty  dwellings — 127. 

Overcrowding. 

So  far  the  Council  have  not  built  or  set  apart  any  houses 
specifically  to  relieve  overcrowding,  but  many  of  those  houses  built 
under  the  powers  of  the  Housing  Acts,  1930  to  1936,  have  been 
used  for  the  purpose  as  they  have  become  vacant.  During  the 
year  231  cases  of  overcrowding  were  abated,  99  by  removal  of 
families  and  exchanges  from  clearance  areas,  and  132  by  using 
vacated  Council  houses.  Eight  of  these  cases  of  overcrowding 
were  in  houses  owned  by  the  Council. 

Under  the  Housing  (Financial  Provisions)  Act,  1938,  after 
1st  January,  1939,  Government  Grants  will  be  made  to  local 
authorities  for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding  in  fit  houses  on  the 
same  terms  as  for  the  demolition  of  unfit  houses.  To  deal  with 
some  of  the  worst  cases  and  to  qualify  for  this  subsidy  the  Council 
are  seeking  power  to  include  thirty  six-roomed  houses  (A. 5  type) 
in  two  proposed  estates :  — 


Fstate. 

A2. 

A3. 

A4. 

A5. 

Total. 

Wenlock  Road  No.  2  _ 

28 

6 

34 

Marsden  Lane  . 

130 

316 

30 

24 

500 

Totals  . 

130 

316 

58 

30 

534 

55 


I  am  requested  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  to  state  in  this 
report  the  number  of  dwelling  houses  overcrowded  at  the  end 
of  the  year.  This  is  a  very  difficult  question  to  answer.  When 
the  survey  was  made  in  January  to  March,  1936,  the  number 
was  3,955.  Since  then  about  500  cases  have  been  abated  by 
official  action,  thus  reducing  the  total  to  3,458.  I  have  reason 
to  believe  this  figure  is  now  an  overstatement.  An  approximate 
estimate  would  be  3,000.  Considerable  change  in  tenancies  has 
taken  place  since  the  survey.  This  has  been  proved  by  checking 
thousands  of  the  survey  cards  with  (1)  information  given  by  the 
daily  stream  of  callers  at  the  Town  Hall  in  quest  of  Council  houses; 
(21  the  house-to-house  inspection  records  of  recently  surveyed 
unhealthy  areas,  and  (3)  the  latest  list  of  local  government  and 
parliamentary  electors. 

From  these  data  it  is  found  that  much  overcrowding  (based 
on  the  admittedly  low  legal  basis)  has  been  abated  without  official 
aid,  but  after  a  lapse  of  three  years,  only  another  survey  would 
reveal  the  exact  position.  At  the  same  time,  it  is  known  that 
many  bad  cases  remain  unrelieved,  such  as  ten,  eleven,  twelve 
and  even  thirteen  persons  in  three  small  rooms,  and  six,  seven 
and  eight  persons  in  two  rooms. 

A  mere  analysis  of  the  records  (about  30,000  cards,  one  for 
each  family)  altered  where  known,  would  not  give  a  reliable  result. 

It  is  to  be  remembered,  in  dealing  with  overcrowding  figures, 
that  households  are  not  static.  A  peak  is  reached  in  the  size  of 
a  family,  then  follows  a  natural  decline.  In  a  general  way, 
overcrowding  is  not  as  bad  as  it  used  to  be,  as  is  proved  by  the 
falling  family  unit.  There  is  nowadays  a  strong  reaction  to  the 
old  local  boast  “There  were  ten  of  us  brought  up  in  one  room”. 
People  are  not  so  complacent  today  on  such  vital  matters.  They 
want  more  than  mere  elbow  room  wherein  to  live,  eat  and  sleep. 
Probably  this  healthier  desire  is  due  to  the  prominence  overcrowd¬ 
ing  received  in  Parliament,  and  the  subsequent  house-to-house 
survey;  also  to  the  building  of  better  and  cheaper  Council  houses, 
and  evidenced  by  the  intensive  desire  to  occupy  them.  One 
cannot  but  sympathise  with  the  hundreds  who  are  disappointed 
in  their  immediate  wishes,  and  deplore  the  inability  to  help  them. 


Entries  in  Rent  Books. 

Rent  books  must  nov/  contain  many  entries  in  addition  to 
the  weekly  payments.  For  instance,  under  Section  68  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936,  all  rent  books  or  similar  documents  relating 
to  working  class  houses  must  contain  a  summary  in  the  prescribed 


form  of  the  provisions  of  the  Act  as  to  overcrowding  which  affect 
occupiers;  also  a  statement  of  the  permitted  number  of  persons 
for  the  house.  Failure  by  the  landlord  (the  actual  owner),  to 
comply  with  this  requirement  renders  him  liable  to  a  hne  not 
exceeding  £10.  I  am  afraid  this  is  not  sufficiently  known,  although 
it  has  been  well  advertised;  a  proportion  of  rent  books  do  not 
yet  contain  the  necessary  information,  which  can  be  readily  ob¬ 
tained  on  application  at  the  Town  Hall.  Since  1st  July,  1937, 
over  1,000  owners  and  estate  agents  have  been  given  the  permitted 
number  for  25,241  dwelling  houses,  leaving  about  3,000  working 
class  houses  in  respect  of  which  the  legal  permitted  number  is 
not  entered  in  the  rent  books. 

A  case  against  a  landlord  regarding  two  incorrectly  kept  rent 
books  was  brought  before  the  magistrates  at  the  South  Shields 
Police  Court  in  August,  1938,  when  the  summonses  were  dis¬ 
missed  on  the  payment  of  costs. 

Aged  Persons’  Houses. 

Bungalows  of  one  living  room  and  one  bedroom  (A.l  type) 
have  been  provided  by  the  Council.  They  were  intended  for 
couples  depending  mainly  on  their  joint  old-age  pensions,  and 
have  been  built  during  the  past  six  years  in  the  following 
districts :  — 


Cleadon  Park  .  258 

Green  Lane  .  72 

Deans  Estate  .  4 

West  Park  (including  4  flats)  ....  46 

Richardson  Terrace  .  20 


400 


Cleadon  Park  (Quarry  Lane)  group  was  increased  by  116 
during  the  year,  and  two  more  of  this  type  were  included  in 
the  block  of  18  flats  built  by  the  North  Eastern  Housing  Associ¬ 
ation  at  the  north  end  of  Mile  End  Road. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  small  dwellings  for  aged  and  often  infirm 
couples,  for  which  there  is  a  demand,  should  not  be  built  in 
isolated  blocks.  Rather  should  they  be  mixed  with  or  very  near 
houses  for  younger  famiilies,  mainly  for  domestic  reasons,  chief 
of  which  is  neighbourly  help  in  time  of  sickness.  I  find  that 
there  are  over  2,500  single  persons  living  alone  in  the  town.  The 
Council  have  not  yet  made  any  provision  for  these  men  and 
women,  most  of  whom  are  elderly. 
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Repair  of  Houses. 

805  defective  dwelling  houses  were  rendered  fit  for  habitation 
during  the  year  as  a  result  of  action  taken  by  the  Housing  and 
Sanitary  Inspectors. 


Rent  Acts. 

No  application  was  received  for  a  certificate  under  the  Rent, 
etc.,  Restriction  Acts  during  the  year. 


Eradication  of  Vermin. 

Before  any  tenant  is  allowed  to  occupy  a  Council  house  all 
furniture  must  be  freed  from  bed  bugs.  Disinfestation,  where 
necessary,  is  done  by  the  prospective  tenant  with  the  co-operation 
of  the  Housing  Inspectors.  In  clearance  areas  and  separately 
condemned  houses,  every  tenant  is  given  a  printed  sheet  of  advice 
on  the  eradication  of  bed  bugs,  and  it  is  remarkable  to  see  how 
effective  the  simple  methods  are — backed  up  by  hot  water,  super¬ 
vision,  and  the  desire  to  get  a  Council  house. 


Twenty-two  Council  houses  of  the  earlier  type  (1932)  were 
found  to  have  bugs  in  the  woodwork.  All  were  cleared  of  vermin 
by  the  use  of  liquid  insecticide. 


Owing  to  the  danger  of  fire,  the  Council  decided  to  substi¬ 
tute  plaster  for  all  fibre-board  ceilings  in  the  256  Deans  Estate 
flats  built  in  1932.  The  work  was  begun  in  August,  1938,  and 
by  the  end  of  the  year  60  had  been  completed.  In  the  process 
of  this  work  (the  tenant  being  meanwhile  accommodated  in  an¬ 
other  flat  nearby)  opportunity  is  taken  to  free  the  flat  of  vermin, 
where  necessary,  and  to  redecorate  the  walls  and  thoroughly  cleanse 
all  woodwork.  When  this  work  is  completed,  the  tenant  has 
all  the  pleasure  and  benefit  of  a  newly  constructed  flat. 


Notwithstanding  the  definite  progress  that  has  been  made  in 
the  re-housing  of  the  people  in  South  Shields — about  one-tenth  of 
the  population  already  having  been  transferred  to  Council  houses 
in  six  years — it  is  obvious  that  much  yet  remains  to  be  done. 
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1  commend  for  careful  consideration  the  following  statement 
from  the  Ministry  of  Health  manual  on  "The  Management  of 
Municipal  Housing  Estates",  dated  the  6th  April,  1938:  "We 
must  look  to  the  future.  As  the  demand  for  better  housing  grows, 
standards  will  become  higher,  and  thus  slums  and  the  evils  of 
overcrowding  will  be  with  us  in  some  degree  for  many  years  to 
come." 


Table  A. 


Progress  of  Clearance  Schemes  up  to  31st  December,  1938. 


Year. 

Name  of  Area. 

; 

Displaced. 

Families.  Persons. 

1 

1932-3 

Thames  Street  . 

448 

1,818 

1933 

Mitre  Street . 

194 

721 

1933-4 

Drake  Street  . 

53 

262 

1934 

Laygate  Square . 

14 

38 

1935 

Holborn  . 

552 

2,249 

1936 

Harton  Colliery . 

129 

537 

1936 

Cornwallis  Square . 

122 

444 

1936 

Edward  Street  . 

16 

53 

1937 

Felt  Terrace  . 

15 

46 

1937 

Wellington  Street  . 

244 

878 

1937-8 

Anderson  Street  . 

27 

94 

1937-8 

Commercial  Road  . 

66 

252 

1937-8 

Percy  Street  . 

40 

162 

1937-8 

Waterloo  Vale . 

163 

546 

1938 

Heugh  Street . 

*65 

214 

1938 

Maxwell  Street  No.  1  . 

65 

216 

1938 

Maxwell  Street  No.  2  . 

13 

50 

1938 

Pallister  Street . 

22 

51 

1938 

Adelaide  Street  . 

*53 

180 

Total  of  Areas  . 

2,301 

8,811 

1931-8 

Individual  Unfit  Houses  . i 

1 

489 

1 

1,853 

Totals . 

2,790 

1 

10,664  I 

*  At  the  end  of  the  year  2  families  remained  in  Heugh  Street, 
and  291  in  Adelaide  Street  areas. 


Table  B 


Houses,  Flats  and  Shops  built  by  or  for  the  Council  under  the 
Housing  Acts,  1919  to  1936  up  to  31st  December,  1938. 


Built. 

Estate. 

No. 

Notes. 

1921-32 

Cleadon  Park  . 

1,516 

Houses,  of  which  208 
were  sold. 

1926-28 

Cleadon  Park  . 

12 

House  and  shop  com¬ 
bined. 

1933-34 

Cleadon  Park  . 

142 

Bungalows  for  aged 
persons. 

1932 

Stanley  Street  . 

68 

Flats. 

1932 

Deans  . 

248 

Flats  and  4  shops. 

1932 

Deans  . 

4 

Flats  for  aged  persons. 

1933 

West  Park  . 

46 

Bungalows  for  aged 
persons. 

1933 

Green  Lane . 

72 

Bungalows  for  aged 
persons. 

1933 

Egerton  Road . 

96 

Flats. 

1933 

Green  Lane  East  . 

120 

Flats. 

1933 

Earnham  Road. . 

216 

Flats. 

1933-34 

West  Harton  . 

342 

Houses. 

1935 

Wenlock  Road  . 

148 

Houses. 

1936 

Prince  Edward  Road  No.  1 

326 

Houses. 

1936 

Richardson  Terrace . 

56 

Houses,  including  20 
A.l  type. 

1937 

Reed  Street  . 

8 

Flats. 

1937 

Dean  Road . 

2 

Houses. 

1937 

Harton  Colliery . 

*76 

Houses. 

1937 

Cornwallis  Square . 

*40 

Houses. 

1937 

Commercial  Road  . 

*46 

Houses. 

1937-8 

Prince  Edward  Road  No.  2 

*468 

Houses. 

1938 

Quarry  Lane  . 

196 

Houses,  including 

116  A.l  type  and 

4  flats  oyer  4  shops. 

1938 

Mile  End  Road  . 

*18 

Flats,  including  2 
A.l  type. 

1938 

Horsley  Hill  . 

155 

Houses,  and  491  in 
progress. 

1938 

Commercial  Road  . 

12 

Houses. 

Total  dwelling-houses  . . . 

4,433 

3,587  houses  and  flats  and  20  shops  are  owned  by  the  Council. 

208  houses  at  Cleadon  -Park  Estate  are  privately  owned. 

*  630  houses  and  18  flats  are  owned  by  the  North  Eastern 
Housing  Association, 
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Administration. 

7'he  work  of  the  Sanitary  and  Housing  Inspectors  is  summarised 
in  the  following  statistics,  which  do  not  include  inspection  and 
action  regarding  Clearance  Areas. 

1 .  Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 

Housing  Acts)  .  7,710 

ip)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  . . ,  13,473 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 

Regulations,  1925  and  1932 .  3,675 

(h)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  . . .  3,675 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation . See  under 

clearance 

areas. 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  . 822* 

2.  — Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 

formal  notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  lit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers .  804* 

3.  — Action  under  statutory  powers  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs .  — 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 

ht  after  service  of  formal  notices  — 

(a)  by  owners  .  — 

(h)  by  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  — 

*  Drainage  defects  and  external  nuisances  excluded. 
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(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  .  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

{a)  By  owners  .  1 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners...  — 

(c)  Proceedings  under  sections  1 1  and  13  of  the  Housing 

x\ct,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made .  29 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur¬ 

suance  of  Demolition  Orders  .  26 

(d)  Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936 :  . 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made .  8 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  . — 

4. — Housing  Act,  1936. — Part  IV.- — Overcrowding. 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 

of  the  year . (estimated) ....  3,000 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  do.  ...  3,000 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  do.  ...  13,000 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year.. . None. 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year . 231 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases .  1 ,362 
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{d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses 


have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of 
overcrowding  .  None. 

{e)  Any  other  particulars  with  repect  to  overcrowding 
conditions  upon  which  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  may  consider  it  desirable  to  report  . See  text 


of  Report 


Fair  Rents  Information  Bureau. 

This  Bureau  was  established  in  May,  1935.  The  following 
statement  supplied  by  the  Borough  Treasurer  summarises  the  work 


done  during  1938. 

Inquiries  with  regard  to  rents— 

from  tenants  of  controlled  property  .  213 

from  tenants  of  de-controlled  property .  271 

Inquiries  from  Landlords .  79 

Miscellaneous  inquiries  .  213 

776 

Cash  reported  to  Bureau  as  refunded  .  {fi'S 


The  miscellaneous  inquiries  have  dealt  with  Warrants  of 
Distress,  Notices  to  Quit,  Computation  of  Arrears,  Registration 
of  Houses,  etc. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


Agriculture  Act,  1937. 

Part  IV.  of  the  Agriculture  Act,  1937,  conferred  additional 
powers  on  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  and  provided 
for  the  establishjnent  of  a  centralised  State  Veterinary  Service. 
On  April  1st,  1938,  all  veterinary  services  relating  to  animal  diseases 
previously  carried  on  by  local  authorities  were  transferred  to  the 
Ministry,  marking  the  beginning  of  a  national  campaign  for  the 
prevention  and  eradication  of  animal  diseases. 


Milk  Supply. 

The  last  quarterly  examination  by  the  Council’s  Veterinary 
Inspector  of  all  milch  cows  within  the  Borough  was  carried  out 
in  March,  1938.  Nine  dairy  farms  were  visited,  and  156  animals 
inspected. 


The  Veterinary  Inspector  reported  the  general  condition 
of  the  herds  to  be  good,  and  the  methods  of  milk  production  satis¬ 
factory. 

Six  notifications  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order,  1938,  were 
received  during  the  year.  All  animals  were  dealt  with  under  the 
Order,  and  disinfection  of  the  premises  carried  out. 


Seventeen  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  biological  test  for 
tubercle  bacilli,  all  of  which  were  taken  at  farms  within  the 
Borough.  The  results  of  the  tests  were  negative.  Twelve  were 
samples  from  individual  cows,  and  the  remainder  (hve)  were  taken 
from  bulk  supplies  of  milk. 
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Fourteen  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  bacteriological 
examination  for  cleanliness.  The  results  of  the  examinations  were 
as  follows  : — 


Sample 

No. 

!  Total 
|number  of 
'  micro- 
1  organisms 
'  per  1 
millilitre. 

Coliform  Content. 

Grade  of 
■  Milk. 

Methylene 
Blue  Test. 

1  m.l. 

.1  m.l. 

.01 

m.l. 

.001 

m.l. 

*1 

16,800 

“Accredited” 

No  test. 

*9 

4,930 

— 

— 

— 

Ordinary  , 

>  y 

3 

668,000 

-r 

— 

— 

“Accredited” 

Unsatisfactory. 

4 

814,000 

“T 

+ 

— 

— 

Ordinary 

Unsatisfactory. 

*5 

69,600 

-V 

— 

— 

— 

“Accredited” 

No  test. 

6 

580,000 

4- 

4- 

+ 

Heated 

y  y 

7 

340,000 

4- 

+ 

+ 

+ 

“Pasteurised” 

y  y 

*8 

23,600 

— 

— 

— 

— 

“Accredited” 

Satisfactory. 

9 

31,300 

— 

— 

— 

— 

“Pasteurised” 

No  test. 

*10 

2,510 

— 

— 

— 

“Accredited” 

Satisfactory. 

11 

236,000 

— 

— 

— 

Heated 

No  test. 

12 

38,400 

— 

— 

— 

“Pasteurised” 

y  y 

*13 

12,100 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ordinarv 

Satisfactory. 

*14 

7,500 

— 

— 

— 

— 

y  y 

;  y 

*  Samples  of  milk  produced  within  the  Borough.  No.  8  was  a  “follow-up’' 

of  No.  5,  and  showed  considerable  improvement.  Nos.  3,  4,  6  and 
7  were  produced  outside  of  the  Borough  and  two  were  mixed  milks 
of  several  producers. 


Cowsheds,  Dairies,  etc. 

The  cowsheds  and  dairies  in  the  Borough  have  been  kept  in 
good  repair,  and  in  a  state  of  cleanliness,  but  uncertainty  of  tenure 
owing  to  housing  demands  on  land  is  preventing  structural  improve¬ 
ments  being  carried  out. 

Registration  of  Milk  Vendors  and  Premises. 

The  number  of  milk  vendors  on  the  register  on  31st  December, 


1938,  was  as  follows  : — 

i  1 

'Loose  ’ 

Bottled 

Milk. 

Milk. 

Total. 

On  the  Register,  31st  December, 
1937 . 

11 

118 

195 

Registered  during  1938  . 

5 

3 

8 

82 

121 

203 

Removed  from  the  Register  during 
1938 . 

4 

2 

6 

On  Register,  31st  December,  1938.... 

78 

119 

197 

— 

- - 
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Six  of  these  are  registered  as  wholesale  dealers,  nine  are  pro¬ 
ducer  retailers  whose  premises  are  within  the  Borough,  and  six 
producer  retailers  from  outside  areas. 


Three  applications  from  general  dealers  to  be  registered  to  sell 
milk  in  properly  closed  and  unopened  receptacles  were  not  granted, 
on  the  grounds  that  the  varied  nature  of  the  stock  such  as  green¬ 
groceries,  overcrowding  of  a  small  shop  with  stock  of  a  wide  variety 
and  the  general  unsatisfactory  means  for  storage  of  milk  in  such 
shops  was  likely  to  be  a  danger  to  public  health.  Notice  was 
given  to  the  applicants  to  attend  the  Health  Committee,  and  as 
a  result  of  the  interview,  the  applications  were  refused. 


The  wholesale  suppliers  of  sterilized  milk,  acting  on  behalf 
of  the  applicants,  contested  the  case  by  appealing  to  the  magis¬ 
trates,  who,  after  hearing  the  case,  ruled  that  milk  in  stoppered 
bottles  could  be  sold  in  such  shops,  and  directed  the  Council  to 
register  the  applicants. 


An  appeal  against  this  decision  was  entered,  but  as  the  re¬ 
spondents  expressed  a  desire  to  come  to  a  settlement,  it  was 
eventually  agreed  that  closed  containers  should  be  provided  for 
the  storage  of  the  bottled  milk.  As  a  result  of  this  agreement 
the  appeal  was  withdrawn. 


Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1936. 

The  following  licences  were  granted  during  the  year  : — 

Establish-  Establish-  Establish-  Establish¬ 
ment  where  ment  where  ment  where  ment  where  Total. 


produced  bottled 
and  bottled.  only. 

sold. 

Pasteur¬ 

ised. 

‘Tuberculin 

Tested'’ Milk . 

2 

•  •  • 

“Accredited” 

Milk  .  2  1 

•  •  • 

“Pasteurised” 

Milk  . 

1 

1 

2  1 

3 

1 
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Ice  Cream. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  South  Shields  Cor¬ 
poration  Act,  1935,  the  following  number  of  persons  and  premises 
were  registered  during  the  year  : — 


Manufacturers.  Dealers. 

Number  of  persons  on  the  Register, 

31st  December,  1937  .  18  30 


Number  of  persons  registered  during 


1938 . . .  2 

Total . . .  20 


7 

37 


Total 

48 

9 

57 


For  For 

Manufacture.  Sales. 

Number  of  premises  on  the  Register, 

31st  December,  1937  .  18  45 

Number  of  premises  registered 

during  1938  .  2  7 

20  52 


Meat  Inspection  at  the  Public  Abattoir. 

There  are  no  private  slaughter  houses  in  the  Borough  ;  all 
slaughtering  of  animals  for  food  must  be  carried  out  at  the  Public 
Abattoir. 


Total 

63 

9 

72 


The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered 
at  the  Public  Abattoir  during  the  past  eight  years  : — 


1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

Beasts  . . . 

2,408 

2,503 

2,374 

2,363 

2,499 

2,458 

2,346 

1,991 

Calves . 

228 

108 

158 

329 

320 

460 

294 

230 

Sheep  . . . 

29,219 

40,071 

35,680 

32,395 

28,951 

28,418 

22,645 

32,068 

Pigs 

6,124 

8,410 

6,958 

6,646 

6,186 

5,827 

5,536 

5,829 

37,979 

51,092 

45,170 

41,733 

37,956 

37,163 

30,821 

40,118 
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Food  Condemned. 

The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  food  condemned  and 
destroyed  during  the  year  : — 

At  the  Abattoir  : — 


•  On  account  of  Tuberculosis  — 


Cows. 

Heifers. 

Bul¬ 

locks. 

Bulls. 

Calves. 

Pigs. 

Total. 

Whole  carcases  and 
offal  . 

5 

2 

1 

13 

21 

Parts  and  organs 
condemned  . 

76 

98 

30 

4 

324 

532 

Total  animals 

affected . 

81 

100 

31 

4 

337 

553 

Parts  and  Organs  condemned  on  account  of  Tuberculosis  ; — 


Cows. 

Heifers. 

Bul¬ 

locks. 

Bulls. 

Calves. 

Pigs. 

Forequarters  . 

1 

8 

2 

Hindquarters . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

Heads  . 

14 

34 

15 

2 

210 

Lungs . 

66 

68 

18 

4 

27 

Hearts  . 

4 

2 

6 

1 

.  .  • 

Livers  . 

1 

12 

3 

1 

18 

Stomachs . 

•  .  • 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

.  .  • 

Fats  and  Guts  . 

8 

9 

1 

2 

192 

Udders . 

2 

Total  weight  of  meat  and  offal  (excluding  lungs,  tripes  and 
guts)  condemned  on  account  of  Tuberculosis 


Beef,  9,192  lbs. 


Pork,  4,469  lbs. 
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Carcases  and  organs  condemned  for  other  diseases  and  con¬ 
ditions  : — 


Septicaemia.  j 

J  ohnes  | 

Disease.  | 

Septic 

Peritonitis. 

1  Dropsy  and 

1  Emaciation. 

Malnutrition.  | 

Fevered.  | 

Found  dead.  j 

Inflammation.  | 

Abscesses.  | 

Cirrhosis.  j 

Parasitic.  | 

Mastitis,  | 

Total  No.  1 

Weight,  lbs. 

Beasts  ; 

Whole  carcases  and  Oflal  . . . 

1 

1 

2 

925 

Lungs  . 

2 

2 

Livers  . 

11 

25 

36 

504 

Fats  and  Guts  . 

1 

1 

Udders . 

2 

2 

Sheep : 

Whole  carcase  and  Offal . 

2 

6 

8 

581 

Livers  . 

1 

20 

21 

30 

Lungs  . 

1 

1 

2 

Pigs  ; 

Whole  carcase  and  Offal . 

1 

1 

1 

6 

9 

512 

Lungs  . 

16 

2 

1 

19 

Livers  . 

3 

1 

4 

20 

28 

2 

56 

Kidneys  . 

2 

Tripes  . 

3 

2 

5 

Total  weight  of  meat  and  offal  (excluding  lungs,  tripes  and 
guts)  condemned  for  all  diseases  and  conditions  at  the  Abattoir  : — 


10,621 

611 

5,037 


Beef  ... 
Mutton 
Pork  .. 


16,269  lbs. 
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The  details  of  food  condemned  in  the  previous  paragraph 
are  summarised  in  the  following  table  inserted  at  the  request  of 
the  Ministry  of  Health  in  accordance  with  Circular  1728  of  25th 
October,  1938  : — 

Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned,  1938. 


Cattle 

ex¬ 

cluding 

Cows. 

Number  killed  . 

1,835 

Number  inspected  . 

1,835 

All  Diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  : — 
WTiole  carcases  con- 

demned . 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned  . 

37 

Percentage  of  the  num¬ 
ber  inspected  affected 
with  disease  other 
than  tuberculosis . 

2.02% 

Tuberculosis  only  : — 
Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned . 

3 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  . 

132 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  tuber¬ 
culosis . 

7.35% 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs. 

Pigs. 

156 

230 

32,068 

5,829 

156 

230 

32,068 

5,829 

2 

8 

9 

5 

23 

43 

4.50% 

0.10% 

0.90% 

5 

13 

76 

324 

51.92% 

5.78% 
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Food  Condemned  outside  the  Abattoir. 

The  undermentioned  foodstuffs  were  condemned  on  account 


of  decomposition  or  unsoundness  : — 

lbs. 

Beef,  English  .  106 

,,  chilled .  81 

,,  frozen  .  110 

,,  corned  (182  tins)  .  546 

Luncheon  meat  (24  tins) .  144 

Tongue  (62  tins)  .  108 

Mutton,  cooked  (5  tins)  .  30 

Bacon,  cooked  (14  tins)  .  140 

Hams,  cooked  (22  tins)  .  245 

Ham  roll  (1 12  tins)  .  448 

Jellied  veal  (162  tins)  .  972 

Pig’s  feet,  salted  (1  barrel) .  112 

Pig’s  maws  (84)  84 

Rabbits  (37) .  80 

Fish  .  4 

Onions . . . 224 

Apples,  imported  (2|  barrels) .  308 


Total .  3,742  lbs. 


Total  weight  of  foodstuffs  condemned  : — 

Tons.  Cwts.  lbs. 

Meat,  Fish,  Fruit  and  Vegetables  .  8  18  75 

In  addition,  the  following  canned  foodstuffs  were  condemned  : — ■ 


Milk  (full  cream  and 

skimmed)  .  825 

Cream  .  21 

Salmon  .  170 

Sild  and  Brisling  .  76 

Lobster .  4 

Crab  .  3 

Fish  Paste  (various) .  11 

Meat  Paste  (various)  ...  69 

Peas .  88 

Beans  .  41 

Tomatoes  .  397 

Pickles  .  2 

Cooked  Dinner .  2 


Soups  (various)  .  20 

Treacle .  1 

Apples  .  9 

Pears .  437 

Oranges  . 389 

Grape  Fruit  .  47 

Pineapple  .  402 

Apricots  .  51 

Peaches .  264 

Plums .  32 

Cherries  .  37 

Fruit  Salad .  48 

Loganberries  .  1 

Chicken  .  2 


One  magistrates’  order  was  obtained  in  respect  of  thirty-seven 
rabbits  seized  at  a  railway  station. 
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Shell  Fish. 

There  are  no  mussel  beds  within  the  Borough.  Mussels  sold 
in  the  Borough  are  brought  from  Dalbeattie,  Scotland,  or  Kings 
Lynn  district,  Norfolk.  Winkles  come  from  Amble,  Northumber¬ 
land. 

Food  Premises. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  visits  paid  by  the  Food  Inspector 
to  the  various  premises  under  his  supervision.  Visits  are  also  made 
by  the  Sanitary  and  Shops  Inspectors. 


No.  of 

premises  at 

No.  of 

end  of  year. 

visits. 

*Butchers’  and  pork  butchers’  shops. . . 

145 

138 

Wholesale  meat  shops  . . . . . . 

4 

218 

Fish  shops-. . . . . 

21 

12 

Fried  fish  shops  . . . . . . 

66 

9 

**Dairies  and  milk  shops  . . . . . 

197 

249 

Cowsheds  . . . . . . . 

9 

59 

flee  cream  shops. . . . . . . . . 

72 

59 

Bakehouses . . . . . . 

59 

11 

tTriperies . . . .  . 

2 

140 

I  Gutscraping  places  . . . . 

2 

128 

Market  place  (public)  . . 

1 

154 

Slaughterhouse  (public)  . . 

1 

442 

§Piggeries . . . 

17 

6 

Other  visits,  sampling,  etc . . . . . 

555 

2,180 

*  Excludes  Market  Place  stalls  (Average  6). 

**  Includes  premises  where  bottled  milk  is  sold. 

t  Number  varies  considerably  ;  does  not  include  stalls  on  beach 
during  the  summer. 

;  Inclusive  of  one  tripe-preparer  and  two  gutscrapers  occupying 
premises  at  the  Abattoir. 

§  Regular  visits  to  piggeries  are  also  made  by  a  police  officer  in  the 
course  of  his  duties  under  the  Diseases  of  Animals  Acts 
and  Orders. 


Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  1928. 

The  total  number  of  samples  taken  under  the  Act  and  sent 
to  the  Public  Analyst  was  228,  of  which  184  were  taken  informally 
and  44  were  statutory  samples. 
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The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  samples,  results  of  analyses, 
and  action  taken  : — 


Milk  : 


126  samples  were  taken,  85  of  which  were  informal. 
115  samples  were  genuine. 

11  samples  were  deficient,  as  under  — 


(1)  0.6  per  cent,  in  milk-fat. 

(2)  2.6 

(3)  5.3 

(4)  11.0 

(5)  15.0 

(6)  18.6 
(7)  23.0 


(8)  3.1  per  cent,  in  non-fatty  solids. 

(9)  5.0 

(10)  2.6  per  cent,  in  milk-fat  and 

4.2  per  cent,  in  non-fatty 
solids. 

(11)  12.3  per  cent,  in  milk-fat  and 

8.0  per  cent  in  non-fatty 
solids. 


Six  of  these  were  informal  samples  and  five  statutory. 

Statutory  samples  numbers  (1),  (2)  and  (3)  taken  at  the  same 
time  from  separate  cans  at  the  railway  station  were  all  from  the 
same  producer. 


Proceedings  were  taken  against  the  producer  and  the  case 
was  dismissed  on  payment  of  costs. 


Proceedings  were  taken  against  the  producer  of  sample 
number  (7),  also  taken  at  the  railway  station,  and  a  fine  of  20/- 
and  10/6  Analyst’s  fee  was  imposed. 

The  vendor  of  sample  number  (5)  was  also  fined  10/-  and  10/6 
Analyst’s  fee. 

Informal  sample  number  (9)  was  followed  up  by  taking  a 
statutory  sample  which  was  certified  to  be  genuine. 


.  Sample  number  (4)  was  followed  up  informally,  and  the  check 
sample  was  certified  as  genuine. 

The  vendors  of  samples  numbers  (6),  (8),  (10)  and  (11)  were 
informed  of  the  results  of  the  analyses,  and  further  samples  will 
be  taken. 
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Forty-two  samples  were  taken  at  retail  shops  and  from  street 
vendors  ;  twenty-one  at  railway  stations  and  sixty-three  on  delivery 
by  motor  transport.  Much  of  the  milk  carried  by  motor  transport 
is  supplied  to  schools. 


Condensed  Milk. 

Five  informal  samples  were  taken  all  of  which  complied  with 
the  Condensed  Milk  Regulations. 

Ice  Cream. 

Seventeen  informal  samples  were  taken.  The  Public  Analyst 
reported  the  fat  contents  of  sixteen  of  the  samples  to  be  as 
follows  : — 


2.0,  2.1,  2.2,  2.3,  2.8,  3.0,  3.1,  3.2,  3.2,  3.3,  3.4,  3.6,  4. 


10.7,  11.9  and  15.5  per  cent,  respectively. 


The  milk-fat  content  of  the  remaining  sample  of  chocolate- 
covered  ice  cream  could  not  be  determined  owing  to  the  presence 
of  fat  in  the  chocolate.  The  manufacturer  of  this  sample  is  also 
the  manufacturer  of  the  sample  mentioned  above  containing  11.9 
per  cent,  of  milk-fat.  Four  of  the  samples  were  made  with  milk, 
with  the  addition  of  some  cream  or  butter. 


The  remainder  (12)  contained  starch. 


Jam  and  other  Preserves. 

Two  statutory  samples  of  bramble  jelly,  two  informal  samples 
of  lemon  curd,  and  one  of  raspberry  jam  were  all  free  from  pre¬ 
servative. 

Two  informal  samples  of  blackcurrant  jam,  one  of  raspberry 
jam,  and  one  of  strawberry  jam  contained  30,  20,  20  and  20  parts 
of  sulphur  dioxide  per  million  respectively. 

Dried  Fruits. 

Ten  informal  samples  of  currants,  ten  of  raisins  and  nine  of 
sultanas,  also  taken  informally,  were  examined  for  the  presence 
of  preservatives.  Two  samples  of  sultanas  contained  270  and  360 
parts  of  sulphur  dioxide  per  million  respectively. 

The  currants  and  raisins,  and  the  remaining  seven  samples  of 
sultanas  were  all  free  from  preservatives. 
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Ground  Almonds. 

Four  informal  samples  were  taken,  all  of  which  were  genuine 
and  free  from  preservative. 


Sausage. 

Ten  informal  samples  were  taken,  all  of  which  contained 
preservatives.  The  quantities  of  sulphur  dioxide  contained  in  the 
samples  were  60,  60,  70,  140,  150,  190,  270,  270,  410  and  590 
parts  per  million  respectively.  The  vendor  of  the  latter  sample 
was  cautioned,  and  a  statutory  sample  was  taken  later  which  was 
certified  to  be  free  from  preservatives. 


Cooking  Fat. 

One  informal  sample  was  certified  to  contain  10.35  per  cent  of 
water. 


Calcium  Lactate  Tablets. 

A  bottle  of  calcium  lactate  tablets  purchased  at  a  market 
stall  was  found  to  have  no  label  describing  the  contents.  The 
weight  of  the  tablet  was  5.4  grains  of  which  there  were  5.2  grains 
of  calcium  lactate. 


The  vendor's  attention  was  drawn  to  the  necessity  of  labelling 
the  bottles  properly. 


Twenty-five  samples  of  the  following  substances  were  taken, 
all  of  which  were  genuine  ; — 


Butter  4  ;  Margarine  5  ;  Cheese  2  ;  Bunflour  1  ;  Rice  1  ;  Flam 
Roll  1  ;  Pepper  Compound  1  ;  Lemon  Flavouring  1  ;  Orange 
Flavouring  1  ;  Chocolates  3  ;  Sweets  3  ;  Aspirin  Tablets  1  ;  Stomach 
Powder  1. 


Three  additional  samples  of  Scones,  Mixed  Chocolate  Biscuits 
and  Sweets  were  also  sent  for  analysis  in  consequence  of  the  occur¬ 
rence  of  a  case  of  food  poisoning,  which  was  later  attributed  to 
duck  eggs.  The  samples  were  certified  to  be  genuine,  and  to  contain 
no  substance  of  a  harmful  or  poisonous  nature. 
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ARTIFICIAL  CREAM  ACT,  1929. 

No  samples  were  taken. 


FERTILIZERS  AND  FEEDING  STUFFS  ACT,  1926. 

Four  informal  samples  of  fertilizers  were  taken  and  sent  for 
analyses  by  the  Agricultural  Analyst. 

Superphosphate  of  lime  1  ;  sulphate  of  ammonia  1  ;  nitrate 
of  soda  1  ;  and  a  proprietary^  brand  of  fertilizer  “Gro-al.” 

Ail  of  the  samples  complied  with  the  statutory  statement 
given. 


MERCHANDISE  MARKS  ACT,  1926. 

Traders  were  cautioned  and  instructed  in  the  requirements 
of  the  Orders  where  it  was  found  necessary. 


AGRICULTURAL  PRODUCE  (GRADING  AND 
MARKING)  ACTS,  1928  to  1931. 

The  use  of  the  national  mark  label  on  old  containers  containing 
ungraded  produce  occasionally  occurred.  The  traders  were 
cautioned. 


DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  ACTS,  1894  to  1935. 

No  contraventions  of  the  Acts  and  Orders  were  reported 
during  the  y^ear. 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 

There  were  no  alterations  in  the  list  of  notitiable  infectious 
diseases  from  that  of  1937. 

There  were  no  cases  of  smallpox,  enteric  fever,  relapsing 
fever,  typhus  fever,  ciiolera,  plague  or  encephalitis  lethargica 
reported  during  the  year. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  acute 
infectious  diseases  notified  during  each  of  the  past  eleven  years :  — 


Disease. 

1928 

1929  1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936  1937 

1938 

Smallpox  . 

890 

281 

7 

5 

... 

... 

... 

.  .  . 

Chickenpox  . 

1394 

653 

670 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  , 

.  .  . 

•  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

Scarlet  fever, . 

174 

164 

116 

124 

57 

119 

496 

481 

659 

452 

799 

Diphtheria  . 

51 

62 

45 

19 

26 

24 

45 

98 

82 

128 

598 

Enteric  fever  . 

2 

•  •  • 

1 

•  ♦  • 

•  •  • 

*  •  • 

2 

1 

1 

Continued  fever . 

1 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Dysentery  . 

1 

1 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

2 

«  .  . 

.  .  . 

1 

1 

7 

Malaria  . 

2 

2 

•  •  • 

3 

4 

1 

3 

2 

2 

1 

5 

Cerebro-spinal  fever. . . 

•  .  • 

•  •  • 

1 

31 

16 

6 

1 

3 

1 

Polio-myelitis  . 

3 

2 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

3 

1 

1 

1 

Polio-encephalitis . 

Encephalitis  lethar- 

1 

1 

... 

1 

... 

1 

3 

gica  . 

4 

.  .  . 

2 

1 

2 

3 

1 

2 

2 

1 

.  .  . 

Pneumonia  :  Primary 

590 

586 

345 

532 

479 

426 

406 

346 

271 

337 

234 

Pneumonia;  Influenzal 

33 

78 

10 

30 

25 

23 

16 

18 

14 

50 

28 

Puerperal  fever . 

5 

11 

5 

1 

3 

2 

6 

4 

8 

2 

.  .  • 

Puerperal  pyrexia . 

8 

7 

11 

8 

13 

11 

7 

10 

7 

8 

13 

Ervsipelas  . 

Ophthalmia 

47 

55 

57 

41 

41 

58 

83 

61 

59 

71 

69 

neonatorum  . 

Pemphigus 

14 

14 

14 

7 

6 

10 

7 

10 

6 

14 

12 

neonatorum  . 

. .. 

... 

... 

9 

4 

The  age  incidence  of  the  cases  notified  during  1938,  the  number 
which  occurred  in  each  ward  of  the  town,  the  number  removed 
to  hospital,  and  the  deaths  from  each  disease  will  be  found  in 
table  9,  page  87. 

The  attack-rate  per  1,000  population  for  certain  infectious 
diseases  for  South  Shields  as  compared  with  the  128  County 
Boroughs  and  Great  Towns  is  as  under  ; — 


128  Count V  South 

Boroughs.  Shields. 

Smallpox  .  0.00  — 

.Scarlet  fever .  2.80  7.24 

Diphtheria .  1 .85  5.42 

Enteric  fever  .  ‘  0.03  — 

Erysipelas  .  0.48  0.62 

Pneumonia  .  1.28  2.37 
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If  stated  as  a  rate  per  1,000  total  births  the  case-rate  for 
puerperal  pyrexia  was  : — 

126  Comitv  South 

Boroughs.  Shields. 


Puerperal  pyrexia 


18.08 


6.48 


Seasonal  Incidence. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  notihed  in  each 
month  of  the  year  1938  : — 


Disease. 

j  January 

j  February 

j  March 

j  April 

,  June 

August 

1  September 

1  October 

November 

December 

Total 

Scarlet  fever . 

49 

79 

65 

78 

75 

74 

69 

51 

57 

73 

55 

74 

799 

Diphtheria  . 

32 

14 

20 

28 

30 

33 

69 

69 

69 

96 

76 

62 

598 

Enteric  fever  . 

Polio-myelitis  . 

"l 

1 

Polio-encephalitis . 

1 

1 

... 

... 

1 

3 

Cerebro-spinal  fever  . 

1 

1 

Primary  pneumonia  . 

31 

30 

24 

27 

31 

14 

15 

12 

14 

8 

16 

12 

234 

Influenzal  pneumonia  ... 

9 

2 

4 

.  .  . 

3 

2 

2 

2 

1 

2 

1 

28 

Puerperal  pvrexia  . 

i 

1 

.  .  . 

1 

.  .  . 

2 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

13 

Erysipelas  . 

10 

7 

9 

6 

2 

3 

3 

3 

10 

5 

6 

69 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

2 

1 

1 

2 

3 

2 

•  .  • 

1 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

12 

Pemphigus  neonatorum 

.  ,  . 

«  . 

... 

.  .  . 

1 

•  .  . 

3 

... 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

4 

Malaria  . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

Dysentery  . 

... 

— 

... 

... 

7 

... 

7 

Eood  poisoning . 

1 

5 

6 

Total  . 

135 

135 

125 

143 

144 

133 

161 

141 

146 

190 

170 

157 

1780 

Diphtheria, 

In  the  past  the  incidence  of  the  disease  in  South  Shields 
has  been  low,  as  few  as  17  cases  in  1898  and  19  cases  in  1931; 
and  since  1908  the  number  of  cases  has  never  reached  100,  the 
highest  number  in  any  one  year  being  168  in  1906.  In  fact  South 
Shields  has  very  frequently  been  one  of  the  6  of  the  83  County 
Boroughs  in  England  and  Wales  with  the  lowest  attack-rate  for 
diphtheria  (15  times  in  the  last  23  years). 


Below  are  the  attack  rates  and  the  death  rates  per  1.000 
of  the  population  in  South  Shields  for  the  last  1 1  years  from  which 
it  will  be  seen  that  there  has  been  a  steady  increase  in  the  number 
of  cases  in  the  past  four  years. 


1928 

1929 

1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

Attack  Rate . 

.40 

51 

.39 

.17 

.23 

■It, 

.22 

.40 

.88 

.74 

1.15 

5.4 

4 

Death  Rate  . 

.05 

.04 

.13 

.02 

— 

.04 

.07 

.11 

.07 

.17 

.55 

Since  1934  diphtheria  has  been  widespread  in  many  of  the 
districts  of  Durham  and  Tyneside.  During  1938  the  disease 
became  prevalent  in  South  Shields,  more  so  than  in  any  previous 
year  on  record,  the  number  of  cases  notihed  each  month  being 


as  under:  — 

January  .  32 

February  .  14 

March  .  20 

April  .  28 

May  .  30 

J  une  .  33 

J  uly  .  69 

August  .  69 

September  .  69 

October  .  96 

November  .  76 

December  .  62 
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From  an  average  of  one  case  per  day  in  April,  May  and  June, 
there  was  an  increase  to  two  per  day  during  the  period  July  to 
September,  and  to  three  per  day  in  October,  falling  again  to  about 
two  per  day  in  December. 


During  1938,  598  notihcations  of  diphtheria  were  received, 
276  males  and  322  females.  Not  only  have  girls  been  more 
susceptible  than  boys,  but  the  disease  w'as  more  fatal  to  girls. 


Children  of  all  ages  have  been  affected,  but  more  particularly 
in  the  age-group  5 — -8  years.  In  this  age-group  248  cases  occurred. 
163  occurred  among  the  age-group  9 — 12  years,  91  children  of 
from  2 — 5  years,  46  in  children  13  and  14,  45  from  14  upwards, 
and  only  5  cases  under  the  age  of  2  years. 
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From  January  to  September  45%  of  the  cases  occurred  in 
the  5—8  age-group.  Immunisation  of  this  group  was  commenced 
in  September  and  it  is  significant  that  from  October  to  December 
the  incidence  of  the  disease  in  this  age-group  fell  to  29%  of  the 
cases.  It  should  be  remembered  that  immunisation  requires  six 
to  eight  weeks  before  protection  is  obtained. 


The  incidence  of  the  disease  is  set  out  under  the  different 
age-groups  as  follows:  — 


Under  2  years  . 

2 — 5  years  . 

6 — 8  years  . 

9 — 12  years  .... 
13  and  14  years 
Over  14  years  . 


5  or  1  per  cent. 

91  or  15  ,, 

248  or  41  ,,  ,, 

163  or  27  ,,  ,, 

46  or  8  ,, 

45  or  8  ,, 


There  were  61  deaths,  24  males  and  37  females,  as  follows:  — 


Under  2  3/ears 
2 — 4  years  . . . . 
5 — 8  years  . . . . 
9 — 12  years  .. 
Over  12  years 


None. 

18  or  29.5  per  cent. 

32  or  52.5  ,,  ,, 

10  or  16.4  ,, 

1  or  1.6  ,, 


If  the  deaths  had  occurred  during  the  last  three  months  of 
the  year  at  the  same  rate  as  in  the  earlier  months,  there  would 
have  been  about  30  more  deaths  among  the  5 — 8  age-group. 


518  cases  were  removed  to  the  isolation  hospital,  76  remained 
at  home,  while  four  cases  occurred  in  the  General  Hospital. 

Of  the  cases  treated  in  the  isolation  hospital  9.3  per  cent, 
died:  among  the  home  treated  cases  11.8  per  cent.  died.  The 
total  case  mortality  was  10.2  per  cent. 


The  number  of  notified  cases  in  each  ward  of  the  town  was 


as  under:  — 

Shields  . 

.  4 

Rekendyke  . 

....40 

Beacon  . 

. 16 

Westoe  . 

....34 

St.  Hilda  . 

.  8 

Deans  . . 

....41 

Hadrian  . 

. 34 

Tyne  Dock  . . 

....77 

Holborn  . 

.  6' 

Simonside  . 

....86 

Lavgate  . 

. .31 

West  Park  . 

....60 

Victoria  . 

. 42 

Harton  . . 

....95 

Bents  . 

. 17 

Institutions,  etc.  .. 

....  7 
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It  is  apparent  that  the  disease  was  of  more  frequent  occurrence 
in  some  wards  of  the  town  than  in  others,  but  the  total  notifications 
for  each  ward  unduly  exaggerates  this  difference.  When  the 
wide  variations  in  the  populations  of  the  respective  wards  are 
borne  in  mind,  the  difference  in  the  attack  rate  is  modified,  k 
should  also  be  remembered  that  these  rates  are  subject  to  a  further 
correction,  due  to  the  fact  that  the  populations  of  the  wards  vary 
in  age  incidence — i.e.,  some  wards  have  a  larger  proportion  of 
young  children  than  others;  and  it  is  this  section  of  the  community 
which  is  more  susceptible  to  the  disease.  I  give  below  these 
attack  rates  per  1,000  of  the  approximate  population  in  each  of 
the  wards  of  the  town. 


Ward. 

Attack 

Rate. 

W  ard. 

Attack 

Rate. 

Shields  . 

. 2.0 

Rekendyke  .... 

. 6.3 

Beacon  . 

. 2.4 

Westoe  . 

. 3.4 

St.  Hilda  . 

. 2.8 

Deans  . 

. 4.6 

Hadrian  . 

. 6.1 

Tyne  Dock  ... 

. 9."^ 

Holborn  . 

. 3.0 

Simonside  . 

. 7.6 

Laygate  . 

. 6.3 

West  Park  .... 

. . 6.0 

Victoria  . 

. 5.3 

Harton  . 

. 5.4 

Bents  . 

. 2.5 

In  addition  there  were  seven  cases  among  non-residents  in 
hospital,  camps,  etc.,  which  have  not  been  allocated  to  any  ward. 

As  regards  administrative  measures  of  prevention  and  treat¬ 
ment,  nearly  90  per  cent,  of  the  cases  received  hospital  treatment; 
the  others  were  allowed  to  remain  at  home  when  the  circumstances 
were  suitable. 

From  July,  diphtheria  cases  only  were  admitted  to  the  Deans 
Hospital.  The  scarlet  fever  cases  were  admitted  to  Whiteleas 
Hospital  with  the  approval  of  the  Joint  Board. 

Anti-toxin  has  been  given  free  of  charge  to  medical  practi¬ 
tioners  for  treatment  of  their  cases  at  home;  4,462,000  units  were 
supplied.  Some  thousands  of  swabs  of  contacts  have  been 
examined,  and  in  this  way  a  number  of  carriers  have  been  dis¬ 
covered.  Marked  attention  has  been  paid  to  schools,  and  syste¬ 
matic  examinations  have  been  carried  out  at  particular  schools. 

The  methods  of  disinfection  justified  by  the  nature  of  the 
disease  have  been  adopted,  and  contacts  have  been  kept  under 
observation,  excluded  from  school,  or  kept  away  from  work  in 
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certain  occupations  and  compensation  paid.  Visitors  from  other 
districts  not  infrequently,  during  the  summer  months  particularly, 
were  the  source  of  infection  in  some  households.  On  the  other 
hand.  South  Shields  residents  have  been  found  to  be  cases  in 
other  areas.  In  all  such  circumstances  communications  have  been 
made  with  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  concerned. 


The  greatest  measure  of  prevention,  however,  is  immunisation 
and  I  have  to  record  with  pleasure  the  support  which  your  Com¬ 
mittee  and  the  Town  Council  readily  gave  to  my  suggestion  that 
such  a  scheme  should  be  started.  With  the  cordial  assistance  of 
the  school  teachers,  this  measure  was  put  into  force  early  in  Sep¬ 
tember  and  met  with  a  very  ready  response  from  parents.  No 
fewer  than  4,756  children,  mostly  in  the  age-group  5 — 8  years, 
were  immunised  by  the  medical  staff  of  the  department,  apart 
from  several  hundred  children  immunised  by  private  medical 
practitioners,  who  were  given  supplies  of  the  immunising  material 
from  the  Health  Department. 


The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  number  of  children 
immunised  at  clinics  or  schools :  — 


Age. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

1 

21 

20 

41 

2 

58 

70 

128 

3 

67 

74 

141 

4 

122 

135 

257 

5 

529 

517 

1,046 

6 

520 

604 

1,124 

7 

609 

608 

1,217 

8 

123 

185 

308 

9 

53 

137 

190 

10 

43 

71 

114 

11 

7 

27 

34 

12 

6 

19 

25 

13 

4 

6 

10 

14 

5 

9 

14 

15 

— 

2 

2 

16 

— 

1 

1 

Age  not 
recorded 

48 

56 

104 

2,215 

2,541 

4,756 
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Active  steps  are  again  being  taken  to  induce  parents  of  children 
from  1 — 5  years  and  from  9 — 14  years  old  to  give  their  consent 
to  immunisation  following  the  success  which  has  resulted  from 
the  scheme  among  the  5 — 8  age-group. 

131  secondary  classes  occurred  in  59  households  and  there 
were  only  two  “return"  cases,  or  cases  occurring  in  the  household 
within  five  days  after  the  discharge  of  a  primary  case  from  hospital. 
In  the  majority  of  cases  the  throat  became  free  from  C.Diphtheriae 
in  about  14  days,  but  in  some  cases  the  organism  persisted  for 
many  weeks  in  spite  of  treatment.  In  some  of  these  cases,  ultra¬ 
violet  rays  applied  locally  from  a  Kromayer  lamp  cleared  up  the 
condition,  but  in  four  cases  tonsillectomy  was  necessary  before 
the  throats  became  free  from  the  organism. 

Of  the  immunised  or  partly  immunised  cases  treated  in  hospital, 
nine  were  subsequently  notified  as  diphtheria — four  contracted  the 
disease  soon  after  the  first  injection.  In  one  of  these  there  is 
some  doubt  whether  the  patient  actually  had  one  injection.  One 
case  was  notified  two  days  after  the  second  injection.  The  swab 
proved  negative  and  the  patient  was  discharged  from  hospital  in 
6  days.  Another  case  was  notified  19  da3^s  after  the  second  in¬ 
jection  :  the  swab  was  negative  and  the  patient  was  discharged  in 
10  days.  A  third  case  was  notified  four  months  after  inoculation. 
In  this  case  there  was  no  clinical  evidence  of  the  disease  but  the 
throat  swab  was  positive.  The  throat  became  free  from  organisms 
after  a  course  of  ultra-violet  rays.  The  other  two  cases,  one 
notified  six  weeks  and  the  other  seven  weeks  after  inoculation, 
were  clinically  mild  cases  with  the  organisms  persisting  in  the 
throat  and  nose.  There  were  no  deaths  among  these  cases. 


Smallpox. 

No  case  of  smallpox  was  notified  during  the  \^ear. 


Vaccination.  • 

During  the  year  ended  30th  September,  1938,  415  successful 
primary  vaccinations  were  performed  by  the  Public  Vaccinators, 
including  384  children  under  a  3^ear  old  ;  and  four  persons  were 
re-vaccinated. 

Of  the  1,899  births  registered  in  1937,  529  infants  (27.8  per 
cent.)  were  successfully  vaccinated  b\"  the  31st  January,  1939. 
In  1,098  cases  (57.8  per  cent.)  there  was  conscientious  objection 
to  vaccination  on  the  part  of  the  parents.  In  2  cases  vaccination 
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was  unsuccessful  owing  to  insusceptibility  ;  125  children  died 

un-vaccinated  ;  in  28  cases  vaccination  was  postponed  on  medical 
grounds  ;  33  children  removed  to  other  districts  ;  74  could  not  be 

traced,  and  10  remained  unaccounted  for  in  the  Vaccination  Record 
Book. 

No  action  before  the  magistrates  was  taken  in  these  10  cases. 


Scarlet  Fever. 

799  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  notified  including  14  non¬ 
residents  (6  in  Marsden  Camp  and  8  in  institutions).  There  were 
9  deaths,  five  of  which  occurred  among  patients  treated  at  home, 
three  in  the  Deans  Hospital  and  one  at  Whiteleas  Hospital.  63 
per  cent  of  the  cases  were  removed  to  hospital.  185  secondary 
cases  occurred  in  82  houses  and  there  were  15  ‘'return''  cases, 
or  cases  occurring  in  the  household  within  10  days  after  the  dis¬ 
charge  of  a  patient  from  hospital. 


Enteric  Fever. 

No  case  of  enteric  fever  was  notihed  in  1938. 


Pneumoniae 

234  cases  of  primary  pneumonia  were  notified.  This  is  the 
lowest  incidence  of  primary  pneumonia  in  the  borough  since  1921. 
28  cases  of  influenzal  pneumonia  were  notified  as  compared  with 
50  in  1937.  These  hgures  include  six  cases  occurring  among  non¬ 
residents  in  the  General  Hospital.  Only  seven  fatal  cases  were 
not  notified  before  death.  The  attack  rate  was  2.37  per  1,000  of  the 
population  as  compared  with  an  attack  rate  of  1.28  for  the  126 
County  Boroughs  and  Great  Towns. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  pneumonia,  29  per  cent,  of  which 
occurred  among  children  under  two  years  old,  was  as  follows  : — 


M. 

F. 

Total. 

Broncho-pneumonia  . 

9 

23 

32 

Lobar  pneumonia  ..., . 

13 

6 

19 

Pneumonia,  not  defined  . 

14 

7 

21 

Influenzal  pneum.onia . 

6 

4 

10 

42 

40 

82 
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55  pneumonia  jackets  were  supplied  to  patients  at  the  request 
of  the  medical  attendant.  30  cases  were  admitted  to  the  General 
Hospital,  and  59  cases  were  referred  to  the  South  Shields  and 
District  Nursing  Association  whose  nurses  paid  1,440  visits.  The 
Health  Visitors  paid  240  visits. 

Erysipelas. 

69  cases  were  notified  including  9  non-residents  who  had  been 
admitted  to  the  General  Hospital.  There  were  6  deaths. 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever. 

Two  cases  occurred,  a  girl  aged  five  and  a  boy  of  two;  both 
died,  the  former  in  hospital  and  the  latter,  who  had  not  been 
notified  before  death,  at  home. 

Dysentery. 

Notification  was  received  of  the  death  of  a  South  Shields 
resident  from  bacillary  dysentery  in  a  mental  hospital.  Six  cases 
occurred  in  one  family  in  November,  1938.  After  investigation 
at  the  Laboratory  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  it  was  found  that 
the  condition  was  due  to  the  Flexner  Bacillus,  Type  W.  One 
of  the  cases  became  ill  on  the  14th,  two  on  the  15th,  one  on  the 
16th,  and  two  on  the  19th  November.  The  only  other  member 
of  the  family  who  did  not  appear  to  be  ill  was  the  father,  but 
it  was  found  that  he  was  also  infected.  The  probability  is  that 
he  was  a  carrier  and  infected  his  family.  Investigation  of  food, 
sanitary  arrangements  and  other  possible  sources  of  infection  were 
carried  out  with  a  negative  result.  All  the  patients  recovered. 

Other  Diseases. 

One  case  of  poliomyelitis  occurred  in  a  child  of  four  months. 
Three  cases  of  polioencephalitis  occurred  among  women,  one  aged 
19,  one  32,  and  one  38  years  of  age.  They  all  died.  No  case 
of  encephalitis  lethargica  was  notified  during  the  year.  There 
was  one  death  from  the  disease,  a  man  aged  54  years — a  chronic 
case. 


Five  cases  of  malaria  were  notified,  none  of  which  was  a 
primary  case. 

12  cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum,  13  cases  of  puerperal 
pyrexia,  and  4  cases  of  pemphigus  neonatorum  were  notified. 
These  are  referred  to  in  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  section 
of  this  report. 
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Food  Poisoning. 

One  case  of  suspected  food  poisoning  was  notified,  but  after 
a  full  investigation  it  was  considered  that  the  symptoms  were  due 
to  a  dietary  indiscretion. 

In  November,  five  cases  were  notified — one  patient  died.  After 
investigation  at  the  Laboratory  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  the 
condition  was  found  to  have  been  caused  by  an  infection  by 
Salmonella  Aertrycke  through  eating  duck  eggs.  Samples  of  food 
of  various  kinds,  which  had  been  eaten  by  the  family,  were  sub¬ 
mitted  to  basteriological  examination  at  the  Ministry  of  Health 
Laboratory.  • 


NON-NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Measles. 

Information  was  received  at  the  Health  Department  of 
S82  cases  from  schools  or  in  other  ways.  The  number  of 
cases  in  1937  was  525.  The  health  visitors  paid  912  visits  to 
the  homes  of  the  patients.  In  69  per  cent,  of  the  cases  a  doctor 
was  in  attendance  at  the  time  of  the  health  visitor’s  first  visit. 
There  was  only  one  death.  No  case  was  admitted  to  hospital 
nor  was  any  case  referred  to  the  District  Nursing  Association 
for  home  nursing. 

Whooping  Cough. 

192  cases  of  whooping  cough  were  reported  to  the  Health 
Department.  The  health  visitors  paid  200  visits  to  the  homes 
of  the  patients,  and  in  65  per  cent  of  the  cases  a  doctor  was  in 
attendance  at  the  time  of  the  first  visit.  There  were  six  deaths 
from  the  disease — three  males  and  three  females — four  in  the  first 
and  one  in  each  of  the  second  and  third  quarters  of  the  year. 


Chicken  pox. 

There  were  692  cases  of  chicken  pox.  The  health  visitors  paid 
723  visits  to  the  homes  of  the  patients. 

Mumps. 


209  cases  of  mumps  were  reported.  The  health  visitors  paid 
221  visits  to  the  homes  of  the  patients. 
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Enteritis. 

There  were  only  ten  deaths  from  enteritis  among  children 
under  two  years  of  age.  Nine  of  the  deaths  occurred  in  children 
under  one  year,  ^ive  deaths  occurred  in  the  first,  two  in  the 
second,  two  in  the  third  and  one  in  the  fourth  quarters  of  the  year. 
Three  of  the  deaths  occurred  in  hospitals. 

The  disease  was  not  at  any  time  in  epidemic  proportions, 
and  was  distributed  over  eight  wards  of  the  town.  Each  case 
was  investigated  by  the  health  visitors. 


TABLE  9.— CASES  OF,  AND  DEATHS  FROM,  NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  IN  SOUTH  SHIELDS  DURING  THE  YEAR  1938. 
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*  Including  inward  transferable  deaths  and  cases  not  previously  notified,  but  excluding  outward  transfers. 

f  Non-residents  of  the  Borough  and  permanent  inmates  of  Institutions.  Other  cases  admitted  to  the  Institutions  have  been  distributed 
in  the  wards  according  to  their  previous  home  address  in  the  Borough. 

I  Reference  to  notification  of  tilberciitosls  is  tndde  on  Rage  107. 
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ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

The  accommodation  of  the  Deans  Hospital  proved  totally 
inadequate  for  the  number  of  patients  who  required  isolation.  It 
was  found  necessary  to  send  46  patients  to  the  Boldon  Fever 
Hospital  of  the  Boldon  Urban  District  Council.  In  July,  however, 
on  account  of  the  rapid  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  diph¬ 
theria,  the  Whiteleas  Hospital  was  lent  by  the  North  East  Durham 
Joint  Smallpox  Hospital  Board.  From  July  to  the  end  of  Decem¬ 
ber  204  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  admitted  to  Whiteleas  Hospital. 

As  many  cases  of  scarlet  fever  as  could  safely  be  isolafed  at 
home  were  allowed  to  remain  at  home.  295  notified  cases  were 
isolated  in  the  patients’  homes.  In  the  case  of  diphtheria,  however, 
each  notihed  case  was  offered  hospital  treatment,  but  76  remained 
at  home  where  isolation  was  adequate. 

In  spite  of  the  gross  overcrowding  in  the  Deans  Hospital, 
there  were  no  cases  of  cross  infecfion  except  in  two  instances 
where,  out  of  the  hve  children  admitted  suffering  from  scarlet 
fever  and  diphtheria  at  the  same  time,  two  were  admitted  to  a 
diphtheria  ward  before  the  former  condition  was  recognised. 

The  maximum  number  of  cases  under  treatmenf  in  hospitals 
was  104  on  November  2nd  (65  cases  of  diphtheria  in  the  Deans 
Hospital  and  39  cases  of  scarlet  fever  in  Whiteleas  Hospital). 

■  The  minimum  number  of  cases  under  treatment  in  hospitals 
wqs  34  on  January  5th  (29  diphtheria  and  5  scarlet  fever  in  the 
D^ans  Hospital).  There  were  71  cases  of  diphtheria  in  the  Deans 
Hospital  on  the  1st  September. 


'Fhe  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  treated  during 
the  year  in  the  Deans  Hospital,  Whiteleas  Hospital  and  the  Boldon 
Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 


•  . 

■. 

Notified  Diseases. 

Remain¬ 
ing  in  on 
31st  Dec., 
1937. 

*  Ad¬ 
mitted 
during 
1938. 

Dis¬ 

charged. 

Died. 

Remain¬ 
ing  in  on 
31st  Dec., 
1938. 

Scarlet  fever  . 

32 

504 

495 

6 

35 

Suspected  scarlet  fever . 

2 

2 

.  .  . 

Diphtheria . 

6 

518 

422 

48 

54 

Suspected  diphtheria  . 

18 

16 

9 

w 

Diphtheria‘’carriers  . 

13 

11 

2 

Total  . 

3S 

38 

1055 

946 

56 

91 

*  Inclusive  of  204  cases  admitted  to  Whiteleas  Hospital  and 
46  to  Boldon  Hospital. 
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The  average  daily  number  of  cases  under  treatment  in  hospital 
is  shown  below. 


Notified 

Diseases. 

January. 

February. 

March. 

April. 

May. 

<D 

a 

' 

1-^ 

3 

'  ^ 

+j 

bjo 

P 

September. 

October.  | 

November.  | 

December.  | 

Average.  j 

Scarlet  fever 

36 

35 

47 

44 

41 

34 

40 

33 

36 

33 

33 

33 

37 

Diphtheria. . . 

11 

19 

13 

19 

19 

26 

36 

61 

51 

55 

58 

56 

35 

Others  . 

1 

2 

0 

1 

1 

0 

2 

2 

1 

Totals . 

47 

54 

61 

65 

60 

61 

76 

95 

87 

88 

93 

91 

73 

Scarlet  Fever. 

504  cases  were  admitted  as  scarlet  fever — 63  per  cent,  of  the 
total  number  notified — 254  to  the  Deans  Hospital,  46  to  Boldon 
and  204  to  Whiteleas  Hospitals.  Of  these,  20  proved  to  conditions 
other  than  scarlet  fever,  principally  measles  and  German  measles. 
Two  cases  also  had  chickenpox  on  admission,  and  in  17  cases 
throat  swabs  showed  the  presence  of  C.Diphtheriae.  Only  5  of 
these,  however,  were  suffering  from  both  scarlet  fever  and  diph¬ 
theria.  Two  cases  of  suspected  scarlet  fever  were  also  admitted, 
but  these  proved  to  be  conditions  other  than  scarlet  fever.  The 
average  stay  in  hospital  was  27  days. 

There  were  6  deaths  among  scarlet  fever  patients;  four  directly 
due  to  this  disease  and  two  to  other  causes. 

The  type  of  disease  appeared  to  be  somewhat  more  severe 
than  in  recent  years.  Complications,  such  as  adenitis,  otitis  and 
rhinitis  were  more  frequent.  While  there  were  only  six  cases  in 
which  rheumatism  was  a  complication,  it  is  remarkable  that  there 
was  not  a  single  case  of  endocarditis. 


Diphtheria. 

The  outbreak  of  1938  is  dealt  with  in  the  section  of  this  report 
dealing  with  notifiable  infectious  diseases  (page  76). 

Of  the  518  cases  admitted  to  hospital  there  were  48  deaths. 
The  majority  of  the  deaths  occurred  within  five  days  of  admission 
and  some  within  a  few  hours.  Most  of  the  deaths  were  due  to 
cardiac  involvement.  In  only  one  case  was  it  found  necessary 
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to  perform  tracheotomy.  The  remainder  of  the  cases  were  of  the 
faucial-nasal  type.  In  one  case,  after  44  days  in  hospital  and 
apparent  convalescence,  death  occurred  from,  paralysis  of  the 
respiratory  mechanism. 

In  every  case  where  the  patient  died,  the  disease  was  not 
notified  earlier  than  the  third  day,  and  in  the  majority  of  cases 
not  until  the  fourth  or  fifth  day  of  the  disease. 

It  was  impossible  to  arrange  for  the  organisms  from  the  throats 
of  all  cases  to  be  'Typed''  but  of  those  typed  the  majority  were 
of  the  "gravis"  strain.  These  presented  uniform  signs,  heavy 
membrane  or  slough  on  the  fauces  without  any  tendency  to  spread, 
swelling  and  oedema  of  the  tonsils  and  palate,  usually  nasal  dis¬ 
charge,  swollen  glands  in  the  neck  and  obvious  toxaemia.  Even 
massive  doses  of  anti-toxin  appeared  to  have  little  effect  in  these 
cases. 

In  106  of  the  cases  admitted,  the  C.Diphtheriae  was  not  found 
in  the  throat. 

The  average  stay  in  hospital  of  diphtheria  patients,  other  than 
the  fatal  cases,  was  26  days. 
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THE  SOUTH  SHIELDS  GENERAL  HOSPITAL. 

The  following  is  a  report  from  Dr.  Hannay,  Medical  Superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  General  Hospital. 


Sir, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  for  your  consideration  the  second 
Annual  Report  pertaining  to  the  work  of  the  Hospital  ;  details 
and  observations  will  be  found  under  the  appropriate  headings. 

As  the  Mental  Wards  of  the  adjoining  Institution  are  still  under 
the  control  of  the  Public  Assistance  Committee,  the  same  difficulties 
have  been  met  with  in  dealing  with  hospital  cases  requiring  mental 
nursing,  but  it  is  gratifying  to  know  that  appropriation  of  these 
wards  by  the  Health  Committee  has  been  accepted  in  principle 
by  the  Committees  concerned,  thus  bringing  nearer  the  unified 
control  of  all  sick  patients. 


Perhaps  the  outstanding  feature  of  the  year  has  been  the  adoption 
by  the  Council  of  the  '‘Nurses’  Charter.”  This  came  into  force 
on  the  1st  May  last.  Besides  in  most  cases  substantially  improving 
the  remuneration  of  the  Nursing  Staff,  it  instituted  a  96  hours 
working  fortnight  and  permitted  the  ward  sisters  and  staff  nurses 
to  live  out.  There  has  been  serious  difficulty  in  obtaining  suitable 
candidates  desirous  of  taking  training,  and  undoubtedly  the  General 
Knowledge  Test  instituted  by  the  General  Nursing  Council  has 
prevented  a  certain  number  from  entering  Hospital,  but  it  must  be 
agreed  that  the  improvement  in  working  conditions,  in  leisure, 
and  in  salaries  constitute  a  great  advance,  and  will,  I  think,  lead 
to  the  attraction  of  a  better  type  of  candidate  to  the  profession. 
There  still  remains  the  difficulty  in  "bridging  the  gap”  in  many  cases 
between  the  school  leaving  age  and  that  of  admission  to  hospital 
as  a  probationer. 


There  have  been  considerable  general  improvements  to  the 
Hospital  proper,  notably  : — 

1 .  The  supply  of  87  interlock  mattresses  to  the  Chronic  Wards. 

2.  The  installation  of  a  new  high  pressure  sterilizer  in  the 
operating  room,  with  structural  improvements  to  the 
Theatre  block. 
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3.  The  completion  of  the  scheme  of  central  heating  throughout 
the  Hospital. 

4.  The  installation  of  steam  heated  sterilizers  in  each  of  the 
principal  wards. 

5.  The  installation  of  Stott  water  boilers  in  each  duty  rcK)m, 
thereby  ensuring  an  immediate  supply  of  boiling  water. 

6.  The  supply  of  100  new  bedside  lockers. 

In  addition  the  new  Maternity  block  is  nearing  completion, 
and  will  relieve  the  anxiety  in  providing  adequate  accommodation 
for  the  steady  increase  in  numbers  of  women  desirous  of  entering 
hospital  for  confinement. 

Other  contemplated,  and  in  most  cases  approved,  undertakings 
are  likely  to  be  commenced  very  soon  : — 

1.  The  provision  of  an  out-patient  department,  which  it 
is  intended  will  house  the  X-Ray,  Light  and  Electro¬ 
therapy  and  Massage  Departments,  together  with  the 
Dispensary. 

2.  The  enlargement  of  the  accommodation  for  the  Resident 
Medical  Staff. 

3.  The  electric  re-wiring  of  the  entire  hospital  block. 

4.  The  erection  of  a  new  mortuary. 

5.  The  provision  of  verandah  accommodation. 

There  has  been  an  addition  to  the  Visiting  Staff  during  the 
year  by  the  appointment  of  Mr.  J.  Sutherland  Oliver,  L.D.S.,  as 
Dental  Surgeon,  but  I  would  again  draw  your  attention  to  the 
advisability  for  the  appointment  of : — 

1.  A  visiting  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Surgeon  ;  alternatively 
greater  facilities  than  at  present  for  the  specialised  examina¬ 
tion  and  treatment  of  these  conditions. 

2.  A  visiting  Radiologist,  whose  interpretation  of  X-Ray 
films,  chests  excluded,  would  further  facilitate  correct 
diagnosis  and  treatment. 


3.  A  visiting  Pathc legist. 
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Finally,  I  would  place  on  record  my  appreciation  of  your  con¬ 
tinued  and  valued  co-operation,  the  services  of  the  Visiting  Staff, 
and  my  thanks  for  the  manner  in  which  the  nursing  staff  have  carried 
out  their  duties  which  have  been  at  times  heavy  and  exacting. 


Work  of  the  Hospital. 

The  hospital  deals  with  all  varieties  of  cases  except  infectious 
diseases,  e.g.,  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria,  and  for  enteric  fever,  any 
outbreak  of  which  is  dealt  with  by  immediate  transfer  to  the 
Isolation  Hospital. 


The  services  of  the  hospital  are  available  for  the  County  Borough 
of  South  Shields,  and  cases  are  admitted  from  the  adjoining  Boroughs 
of  Tarrow  and  Hebburn  and  Boldon  Urban  District. 


The  sick  poor  continue  to  have  the  first  call  upon  the  hospital 
accommodation,  and  as  many  such  are  permanently  incapacitated 
and  destitute,  87  beds  are  continuously  occupied,  any  vacancy 
through  death  being  immediately  filled  from  an  overflow  of  such 
cases  in  the  other  wards  of  the  hospital.  The  proportion  of  chronic 
patients  occupies  roughly  26  per  cent,  of  the  available  adult  beds. 


There  is  a  limited  accommodation  for  patients  paying  £1  12s.  6d. 
per  week.  The  number  admitted  during  the  year  was  106. 


A  detailed  list  of  the  Staff  will  be  found  at  the  commencement 
of  this  report. 


Nurses’  Training  School. 

The  hospital  is  recognised  by  the  General  Nursing  Council  as 
a  training  school  for  nurses,  lectures  being  given  by  the  Medical 
Superintendent  and  a  full-time  Sister  Tutor,  and  clinical  instruction 
in  the  wards  by  the  medical  staff. 


During  the  year  25  nurses  were  successful  in  the  Preliminary 
State  examination,  and  9  passed  the  Final  examination. 


The  Council  have  agreed  to  present  one  Gold  Medal  to  be  awarded 
to  the  best  nurse,  in  theoretical  and  practical  work,  of  each  year. 
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Admission  of  Patients. 

The  mode  of  admission  to  the  hospital  is  as  follows  : — 

1.  All  cases  of  Tuberculosis  from  the  County  Borough  of  South 
Shields  and  cases  for  the  removal  of  Tonsils  and  Adenoids  under 
the  Education  Authority,  by  order  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

2.  Cases  from  outside  the  Borough  Boundary,  by  Relieving 
Officers’  order. 

3.  The  remainder  by  the  Medical  Superintendent  after  request 
by  the  patient’s  family  doctor,  or  in  emergency,  e.g.,  accident, 
maternity,  or  other  urgent  condition,  by  the  Medical  Superintendent 
alone. 

Accommodation. 


Beds  number  424,  allocated  as  follows  : — 


Men. 

Women.  Children.  Maternity  Cots 

Medical . 

45 

39 

•  «  • 

Surgical  . 

41 

31 

•  •  • 

Children  (under  16  years) 

•  •  . 

81 

•  •  • 

Tuberculosis  (Pulmonary) 

36 

30* 

•  •  • 

Maternity . 

•  •  • 

17 

17 

Chronic  Sick . 

42 

45 

. . . 

164 

162  81 

17 

*  These  beds,  though  sanctioned  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  for 
the  accommodation  of  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  are  largely 
used  for  the  treatment  of  chronic  cardiac,  rheumatic  and  renal 
conditions,  as  the  number  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  cases  actually 
under  treatment  in  the  ward  rarely  averages  more  than  six. 

Average  number  of  beds  occupied .  361 

Maximum  number  of  beds  occupied  (on  1 8th  J anuary ,  1 938) . . .  407 
Minimum  number  of  beds  occupied  (on  27th  August,  1938)...  302 

TABLE  I. 


1938. 

1937. 

Admitted  to  hospital . 

.  3,618 

*3,937 

Infants  born  alive  . 

.  494 

452 

4,112 

4,389 

*  Includes  359  patients  “taken  over”  at  the  appro¬ 
priation  on  1st  April,  1937.  Children  under  16  years 
of  age  accounted  for  34  per  cent,  of  the  admissions. 
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Discharged  .  3,598  3,504 

Duration  of  stay  in  hospital — - 

{a)  under  4  weeks  .  3,167  2,945 

\h)  4  weeks  and  under  13  weeks .  680  761 

(c)  13  weeks  and  over  .  251  341 

Number  remaining  under  treatment  on  31st 

December,  1938  .  343  326 

Deaths .  500  543 

included  : — 

[a)  infants  under  1  year . 26  34 

(h)  Persons  between  60  and  70  years  of  age...  99  108 

(c)  Persons  over  70  years  of  age .  153  160 

Principal  causes  of  death. 

1.  Circulatory  system  .  110  83 

2.  Malignant  diseases  .  73  72 

3.  Respiratory  (excluding  pulmonary  tuberculosis)  88  68 

4.  Tuberculosis .  70  63 

5.  Senility  (persons  over  75  years  of  age)  .  105  110 

6.  Infants  under  4  weeks  .  14  19 

7.  Notified  to  Coroner  (report  and  for  inquest)  ...  16 

TABLE  II. 

Surgical  Department. 

Operations  in  the  Theatre  necessitating  a  general  anaesthetic 
totalled .  692 

Classified  as  follows  : — 

Gastric  and  gastro-intestinal  .  23 

Hernia  (varieties) .  40 

Appendicectomy . 42 

Large  intestine  and  anus  . 26 

Gynaecological  . .  91 

Genito-urinary .  47 

Bones  and  joints  .  30 

Skin  and  subcutaneous  tissue.  . . 29 

Thoracic  (empyema)  .  5 

Caesarean  section . 14 

Radium — insertion  of .  10 

Adeno-tonsillectomy .  320 

Others  .  15 
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In  addition,  144  cases  necessitating  a  general  anaesthetic  were 
carried  out  in  the  labour  rooms  and/or  general  wards.  As  formerly, 
the  anaesthetic  of  choice  has  been  ether  after  premedication  with 
nembutal,  but  gas  and  oxygen  and  intravenous  evipan  sodium  have 
also  been  largely  used. 

Throat  and  Nose  Operations. 

Children  recommended  for  the  removal  of  Tonsils  and  Adenoids 
by  the  County  Borough  School  Medical  Officers,  are  admitted  on 
Tuesday  evenings  for  operation  the  following  morning.  The 
anaesthetic  used  is  ethyl  chloride.  The  children  are  sent  home 
by  ambulance  and  in  charge  of  a  nurse  on  Friday  morning  after 
each  has  been  examined  and  certified  fit  for  discharge  by  a  member 
of  the  hospital  medical  staff. 

Dental  Operations. 

The  dental  clinic  is  held  on  alternate  Mondays  and  treatment 
is  provided  by  the  Dental  Surgeon  to  in-patients  and  out-patients, 
the  latter  on  the  recommendation  of  a  member  of  the  hospital 
staff.  Since  his  appointment  on  the  1st  April,  the  Dental  Surgeon 
has  seen  63  in-patients  and  186  out-patients.  The  out-patients 
included  22  expectant  mothers  resident  outside  the  County  Borough 
boundary. 


TABLE  III. 

Pathological  Department. 

Specimens  for  section  and  microscopic  examination  and  report 
are  sent  to  pathological  laboratories  in  London  ;  blood  for  Wasser- 
mann  reaction  is  reported  upon  from  the  University  of  Leeds. 


1938.  1937. 

Total  examinations  during  the  year  .  1,079  903 

Comprising  : — 

For  section  and  report  to  London  .  41 

Wasserman  reaction — Leeds  . . .  84 

Throat  swabs  .  149  64 

Sputum  examinations .  198  *320 

Pleural  fluids  and  pus .  80  *96 

Urine  (special)  .  66  *86 

Faeces  .  27  26 

Smears  for  gonococcus  .  212  124 

Cerebro-spinal  fluid .  56  30 

Blood  examinations  (excluding  films)  .  22  *52 

Blood  sugar  .  41  41 

Urea  concentration  (urine) .  15  10 

Gastric  contents — fractional  test  meals,  etc .  88  54 


*  The  falling  off  in  those  numbers  during,  1938  was  consequent 
upon  the  absence  of  laboratory  attendant  through  illness. 
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TABLE  IV. 


X-Ray 

Department. 

1938. 

1937. 

Total  patients  investigated  : — 

(a) 

Hospital  in-patients  . . . . . 

.  1 ,249 

1,295 

(b) 

Out-patients  . . . 

.  2,282 

2,072 

(b 

Private  patients . . . . . . 

.  68 

65 

3,599  3,432 


1.  Hospital  In-patients  during  1938. 

(a)  81  were  X-Rayed  and  screened.  Exposures  309.  Films 

obtained  264. 

(b)  1,119  were  X-rayed  only.  Exposures  1,678.  Films  ob¬ 

tained  1,552. 

(c)  49  were  screened  onty.  Exposures  51. 

2.  Out-patients. 

(a)  303  were  X-rayed  and  screened.  Exposures  650.  Films 

obtained  345. 

(b)  183  were  X-rayed  only.  Exposures  293.  Films  ob¬ 

tained  239. 

(c)  *1,796  were  screened  only.  Exposures  1,797. 

*  Almost  entirely  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  for  contacts 
referred  from  the  Tuberculosis  Clinic  and  seen  at  the  hospital  by 
the  Tuberculosis  Officer. 

3.  Private  Patients. 

(a)  5  were  X-rayed  and  screened.  Exposures  18.  Films 

obtained  11. 

(b)  63  were  X-rayed  only.  Exposures  126.  Films  ob¬ 

tained  104. 


TABLE  V. 


Ultra-Violet  Ray  Department. 

1938. 

1937. 

Attended  for  treatment. 

1 .  Hospital  in-patients  . . . . . 

57 

2.  Out-patients . . . 

.  116 

235 

182 

292 

98 


1. 


2. 


Hospital  in-patients . 

.  66 

57 

Carbon  arc  lamp  exposures . 

Mercury  vapour  lamp  exposures  . 

.  983‘1 

.  310 

974" 

291^ 

1,293 

1,265 

Out-patients  from  following  sources  . 

.  116 

235 

Public  Health  Department  . ^ 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  [ 


Department  . 

Education  Department . 

.  V  57 

. J 

173 

Carbon  arc  lamp  exposures . 

.  518 

3,904 

Mercury  vapour  lamp  exposures  . 

.  455 

1,577 

973  5,481 


From  these  departments  the  patients  are  exclusively  children. 
The  great  diversity  in  numbers  and  more  noticeably  in  exposures 
to  the  lamps  has  arisen  since  the  opening  of  the  new  Municipal 
Clinic  in  the  Autumn  of  1937,  where  U.V.R.  treatment  is  available, 
and  to  which  the  cases  are  now  sent. 


(b)  Out-door  relief  cases  .  59  62 

Carbon  arc  lamp  exposures  .  1,127  1,260 

Mercury  vapour  lamp  exposures .  227  581 


1,354  1,841 


TABLE  VI. 

Massage  and  Electro-Therapy  Department. 

The  Masseuse  resigned  on  the  18th  March  on  her  appointment 
to  the  West  Middlesex  Hospital,  and  a  temporary  Masseuse  con¬ 
tinued  a  skeleton  service  (4  hours  daily,  giving  massage  only  to 
in-patients),  until  the  31st  July,  when  the  vacancy  was  filled  by  the 
appointment  of  a  full-time  Sister  certified  in  massage  and  electro¬ 
therapy.  In  spite  of  the  restricted  period  and  type  of  work 
during  four  months  of  the  year,  comparison  with  1937  shows  a 
general  increase  in  treatments. 
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Number  of  patients  on  register  on  1st  January  . . . 
Number  of  new  general  patients  admitted  to  register 

Number  of  post-natal  patients  . 

Total  out-patients’  attendances  . 

1938. 

24 

120 

30 

906 

1937. 

21 

95 

47 

1,053 

Treatments  given 

(a)  Massage  and  exercises . 

(h)  Massage  only  . ; . 

ic)  Exercises  . 

(d)  Electrical . . . . 

[e)  Radiant  heat  and  infra-red . 

2,390 

250 

583 

509 

812 

1,899 

163 

527 

678 

557 

4,544 

3,824 

Average  number  of  treatments  per  patient  . 

26 

23 

Out-Patient  Department. 

There  is  still  no  distinct  out-patient  department  except  for  the 
attendance  of  ante-  and  post-natal  patients.  Meantime  continua¬ 
tion  of  treatment,  emergency  treatment,  and  consultations  of  the 
following  nature  are  available,  the  patients  being  examined  in 
the  Hospital  receiving-rooms  or  in  the  wards,  often  at  considerable 
inconvenience  to  patients  and  staff. 

1 .  Medical  and  surgical : — at  any  time  in  emergency  ;  other¬ 
wise  by  appointment. 

2.  Gynaecological  : — Tuesday  morning  and  Friday  afternoon. 

3.  Dental  : — Alternate  Mondays. 

4.  X-Ray  : — Thursday  afternoon  (Tuberculosis  Clinic)  and 
by  appointment. 

5.  Ultra-violet  Ray  : — By  appointment  :  three  sessions  weekly. 

6.  Massage  and  Electro-therapy  : — By  arrangement. 

7.  Ante  and  Post-Natal  : — Monday  and  Friday  afternoons. 

TABLE  VII. 


1938.  1937. 

Number  of  patients  seen .  2,912  1,673 

Number  subsequently  admitted .  599  231 

Number  previously  in-patienfs  .  485  265 

Total  attendances .  13,650  15,996 


The  drop  in  attendances  is  explained  by  the  deflection  of  the 
ultra-violet  ray  patients  to  the  Municipal  Clinic  (see  Table  V). 
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Infectious  Disease. 


Excluding  tuberculosis,  the  following  were  notified  : — 


Influenzal  pneumonia . 

Acute  primary  pneumonia 

Erysipelas  . . 

Puerperal  pyrexia . 

*Scarlet  fever  . 

^Diphtheria . 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

Acute  poliomyelitis . 

Polio-encephalitis  (acute) 

Dysentery  . 

*Enteric  (typhoid  fever)  . . 


1938. 

1 

25 

21 

5 

5 

9 

4 

1 

3 

7 

1 


1937. 

19 

44 

17 

8 

6 

9 

1 


82  98 


*  These  were  transferred  to  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 

The  others  were  treated  to  a  conclusion  in  the  General  Hospital. 

Nursing  Staff :  Health. 

The  general  health  of  the  staff  has  been  very  satisfactory.  The 
total  number  of  nurses  admitted  to  the  sick  wards  during  the 
year  was  35,  a  reduction  of  24  in  the  figures  for  1937.  It  is  to  be 
noted,  however,  that  for  eight  months  of  the  year.  Sisters  and 
Staff  Nurses  have  "lived  out,"  and  in  consequence  make  their 
own  arrangements  for  medical  attention  when  off  duty.  The 
"hospital  sore  throat"  so  common  to  probationers  commencing 
training,  has  this  year  been  conspicuous  by  its  almost  entire 
absence. 


TABLE  VHI. 


Disabilities  necessitating  admission  to  sick  ward  and  temporary 
absence  from  dutv  : — 


Nature. 


Major  Minor 

No.  Operations.  Operations. 
1938.  1937.  1938.  1937.  1938.  1937. 


Ear,  nose  and  throat  con¬ 
ditions  .  9  19 

Infectious  diseases .  17*  23 

Septic  conditions  of  finger 

or  hand .  1  8 

Gastro-intestinal  conditions  4  2 

Infections  of  the  skin .  4  3 

Miscellaneous  .  4 


3** 


1 


*  12  were  influenza  ;  2  diphtheria  ;  2  scarlet  fever  ;  1  pneumonia. 
**  Acute  appendicitis  :  operation  successfully  performed. 
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Maternity  Department. 

1.  Ante-Natal  Clinic. 

Patients  are  seen  two  afternoons  each  week,  and  during  the 
year  102  sessions,  averaging  2h  hours,  have  been  held.  Thorough 
routine  examination,  and  investigations  of  conditions  likely  to 
influence  pregnancy  or  labour  are  carried  out,  including  blood 
and  other  specialised  examinations,  e.g.,  X-Ray  where  indicated. 
Expectant  mothers  requiring  dental  treatment  are  referred  to  the 
Dental  Surgeon  ;  those  suffering  from  malnutrition,  which  in¬ 
cidentally  has  been  much  less  marked  than  in  former  years,  are 
referred  by  certificate  to  the  Public  Health  Department,  or  in 
cases  where  the  husband  is  unemployed,  to  the  Unemployment 
Assistance  Board,  for  extra  nourishment.  Calcium  and  vitamin 
therapy  are  available  from  the  hospital  dispensary,  and  women 
showing  abnormalities  of  pregnancy,  e.g.,  cardiac  decompensation, 
persistent  albuminuria,  hyperpiesis,  or  any  condition  necessitating 
hospital  supervision  and  treatment  are  at  once  admitted. 


TABLE  IX. 

1938. 

Patients  on  register,  1  st  J anuary . . . .  82 

New  patients  admitted  to  register .  582 

Patients  referred  by  private  doctor  or  from  other 

Clinics  . 164 

Total  attendances .  3,357 


1937. 

61 

512 

57 

3,092 


2.  Maternity  Wards. 

These  are  two  in  number,  one  of  11  beds  for  the  reception  of 
“clean  cases,”  and  a  smaller  ward  of  six  beds  for  abnormal  cases, 
e.g.,  “failed  forceps”  or  other  possible  contamination  prior  to 
admission,  such  as  known  gonococcal  infection,  pyelitis,  etc.  Each 
ward  has  its  labour  room.  The  accommodation  has  at  frequent 
intervals  been  inadequate,  and  that  to  be  provided  in  the  new 
Maternity  block,  which  it  is  hoped  may  be  opened  about  the  middle 
of  this  year,  is  anxiously  awaited.  The  wearing  of  cestra  masks, 
sterile  gowns,  and  gloves  is  compulsory  by  all  in  attendance  in  the 
Labour  Rooms  and  in  the  lying-in  wards,  and  Dettol  is  th^  only 
antiseptic  used.  During  the  year  a  portable  Gas  and  Oxygen 
apparatus  has  been  in  use,  which  has  lessened  the  trials  of  labour 
for  patients  and  staff. 
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TABLE  IXa. 

1938.  1937. 

Women  confined  . 535  469 

Mothers  admitted — via  ante-natal  clinics .  450  363 

,,  ,,  as  an  emergency  .  85  106 

Civil  State — Married  . 509  451 

Unmarried  .  29  27 

There  were  three  sets  of  twins. 

Infants  born  alive  .  494  452 

Infants  stillborn .  44  26 

Women  delivered  by  Midwives  .  445  400 

,,  ,,  Doctors  .  90  69 

Medical  aid  sought,  e.g.,  for  repair  of  perineum, 

haemorrhage,  shock  or  other  emergencies,  cases,  cases. 

in  either  mother  or  infant  .  158  121 

Forceps  cases  . 63  58 

Caesarean  Section  : — 

(а)  disproportion — trial  labour  . .  2 

(h)  contracted  pelvis . 9  5 

(c)  central  placenta  praevia  .  ...  1 

(d)  cardiac  disease  ;  old  healed  pulmonary 

tuberculosis  .  1 

(e)  Breech,  extended  legs,  primipar,  aged  41  1 

(/)  Brow  presentation — primipar,  aged  42. . . .  1 

Maternal  deaths  of  women  confined  in  hospital  ...  6  3 

Causes  of  death  : — 

(1)  Cerebral  embolism,  chronic  nephritis,  toxaemia  of  preg¬ 

nancy. 

(2)  Exhaustion,  toxaemia,  intra  and  post-partum  eclampsia. 

(3)  Shock,  haemorrhage,  placenta  prae  via. 

(4)  Acute  polio-encephalitis. 

(5)  Intra-partum  eclampsia. 

(б)  Puerperal  sepsis. 
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In  (1),  (2)  and  (5)  there  had  been  no  ante-natal  care,  in  (6)  the 
patient  had  been  under  the  care  of  her  own  medical  attendant. 
Each  was  admitted  as  an  emergency,  (6)  after  prolonged  labour 
with  attempted  forceps  delivery  prior  to  admission. 

In  (4)  the  patient  had  attended  hospital  ante-natal  clinic  regularty 
and  had  shown  no  abnormality.  Aged  19  years,  she  was  admitted 
almost  at  term  with  drowsiness,  headaches,  and  pains  in  the  lower 
limbs  which,  before  death  on  the  eighth  day  after  admission  and 
the  third,  following  parturition,  became  completely  paralysed, 
with  steadily  deepening  coma. 


1938.  1937. 

Deaths  in  pregnancy  .  2  2 

Causes  : — 

(1)  Congestive  heart  failure. 

Patient  aged  38  years,  pregnant  about  30  weeks,  died  a  few  hours 
after  admission. 

(2)  Toxaemia.  Septic  abortion. 

Patient  aged  33  years,  abortion  (about  two  months)  a  week  prior 
to  admission.  Post-mortem  examination  and  inquest.  Pathologist 
reported  not  sufficient  evidence  but  suggestive  of  criminal  inter¬ 
ference. 

1938.  1937. 

Cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  under  treatment  and 


admitted  from  areas  served  by  the  hospital. . .  5  8 

Discharged,  cured  or  improved  .  4  8 

3.  Post-Natal  Clinics. 


This  is  held  weekly,  and  women  on  discharge  from  the  maternity 
wards  are  asked  to  attend  for  examination  six  weeks  later,  and  at 
subsequent  intervals  as  necessary. 

1938.  1937. 

Women  attending . .  350  252 

Attendances . . .  401  514 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  65  per  cent,  of  women  confined 
in  the  hospital  took  advantage  of  this  examination  compared  with 
53  per  cent,  during  1937. 

A.  S.  HANNAY,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.R.C.O.G., 

Medical  Superintendent. 
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MUNICIPAL  LABORATORIES. 

The  following  table  shows  in  detail  the  work  carried  ont  in 
the  laboratories  during  the  year  : — 

Nature  of  Examination. 


Sputum  for  tubercle  bacilli .  1 ,229 

Swabs  for  diphtheria  bacilli .  6,730* 

Pus,  exudates  and  blood  examination .  96 

Urine  and  faeces  for  organisms,  etc .  102 

Vaginal  smears  .  195 

Gastro-intestinal  analysis .  48 

Cerebro-spinal  fluid .  63 

Widal  re- action  .  — 

Water  examination .  1 


*  Includes  678  specimens  examined  at  King’s  College,  New¬ 
castle. 


In  addition  to  the  preparation  of  media,  vaccines,  stains  and 
reagents  carried  out  in  the  laboratories,  certain  examinations 
cognate  to  the  work  were  made  at  the  Venereal  Diseases  clinic,  and 
specimens  were  sent  from  the  clinic  to  the  King’s  College,  Newcastle, 
for  examination.  The  details  are  shown  on  page  124. 
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CANCER. 


During  1938  there  were  153  deaths  from  cancer  as  compared 
with  153  in  1937,  181  in  1936  and  143  in  1935.  Of  the  153 
deaths,  69  occurred  among  males  and  84  among  females.  The 
death-rate  was  1.39  per  1,000  of  the  population.  The  deaths  from 
cancer  accounted  for  10.1  per  cent,  of  all  deaths  in  the  Borough 
during  1938.  The  death-rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  1.66 
per  1,000  population  or  14.3  per  cent,  of  all  deaths. 


The  distribution  of  the  disease  is  shown  in  the  following 
table :  — 


Males.  Females.  Total. 


Buccal  cavity  and  pharynx 

Oesophagus  . 

Stomach  and  duodenum  ... 

Rectum  . 

Liver  and  biliary  passages 

Pancreas  . 

Peritoneum  . 

Other  digestive  organs  . 

Respiratory  organs  . 

Uterus  . 

Other  female  genital  organs 

Breast  . 

Male  genito-urinary  organs 

Skin  . 

Other  or  unspecified  . 


5—5 
2  2  4 

13  23  36 

9  4  13 

2  2  4 

2  2  4 

—  1  1 

20  11  31 

4  3  7 

—  10  10 

—  33 

—  18  18 

4—4 

—  33 

8  2  10 


69  84  153 


Fifty-six,  or  36.6  per  cent,  of  the  deaths  occurred  in  hospital 
— 39  in  the  South  Shields  General  Hospital  and  17  in  the  Ingham 
Infirmary. 

The  age  incidence  of  the  deaths  from  cancer  is  shown  in 
table  1,  page  21.  Of  the  153  deaths,  132  were  certified  as  being 
due  to  carcinoma,  7  to  sarcoma,  2  to  epithelioma,  2  to  lympho¬ 
sarcoma,  one  to  rodent  ulcer,  'while  in  nine  cases  the  cause  of  death 
was  stated  on  the  certificate  of  death  to  be  due  to  ‘Lancer’’  or 
“malignant  disease’’.  A  clearer  definition  of  the  variety  of 
“cancer”,  where  this  is  known,  would  be  of  great  assistance  in 
the  classification  of  the  disease. 
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During  1938  negotiations  with  the  Ingham  Inhrmary  with 
regard  to  the  provision  for  the  treatment  of  cancer  by  radium 
and  X-ray  therapy  were  continued,  but  in  view  of  the  proposed 
Cancer  Bill  before  Parliament,  definite  conclusions  were  not 
reached. 

At  the  moment  facilities  for  treating  cancer  by  the  latest 
methods  are  totally  inadequate,  but  it  is  hoped  that  these  facilities 
will  be  available  during  the  coming  year. 

public  lecture  by  the  Radium  Officer  of  the  Royal  Victoria 
Inhrmary,  Newcastle,  was  held  in  the  Municipal  Clinic.  The 
Clinic  was  crowded  and  many  could  not  gain  admission.  The 
lecture  proved  most  popular  and  instructive. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

There  were  no  changes  in  the  personnel  of  the  Tuberculosis 
Clinic  during  the  year. 

No  action  was  taken  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention  of 
Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  in  relation  to  persons  engaged 
in  the  milk  trade,  or  under  Section  96  of  the  South  Shields  Cor¬ 
poration  Act,  1935,  regarding  the  handling  of  foodstuffs  by  persons 
suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

It  was  also  not  found  necessary  to  apply  to  the  Court  for  the 
compulsory  removal  under  Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1936,  of  any  tuberculous  patient  living  under  bad  conditions. 


Special  Housing  Scheme. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  50  houses  on  the  Council’s  Housing 
Estates  were  occupied  by  tuberculous  families  under  the  special 
scheme  ;  the  rent  in  42  cases  was  subsidised  by  the  Health  Com¬ 
mittee.  No  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  notified  among  these 
families  during  1938. 

There  were  two  deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  after 
tenancies  of  50  and  55  months  respectively. 

There  were  eight  changes  of  tenancy,  one  after  a  death  and  7  for 
other  reasons,  after  tenancies  of  30,  35,  36,  42,  50,  56,  59  and  65 
months  respectively. 

Two  patients  are  now  classified  “three  years  free”  from  the 
disease. 


Incidence  of  Tuberculosis. 

Number  of  South  Shields  residents  on  tuberculosis 


notification  register  on  1st  January,  1938 . .  896 

Cases  notified  during  1938 . 239 

Non-notified  fatal  cases . 6 

Posthumous  fatal  cases .  11 

Inward  transfers . ’. . — 

Cases  re-admitted  to  register  (returned  from  other 

districts,  etc.) .  20 

Cases  removed  from  register  during  1938 . 259 
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Total  number  of  South  vShields  residents  on  register  on  31st 
December,  1938  : — 


Males. 

Females. 

T  otal. 

Pulmonary  . 

.  313 

207 

520 

Non-pulmonary  . 

.  193 

200 

393 

Total . 

.  506 

407 

913 

The  reasons  for  removal  from  the  register  were  : — 


Died  from  tuberculosis  or  other  disease .  127 

Left  the  town .  27 

Two  years  untraced . 16 

Three  years  free  (non-pulmonary) .  72 

Five  years  free  (pulmonary) .  11 

Wrong  diagnosis  or  withdrawal  of  notification .  6 


The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  of  tuberculosis  in  the 
different  wards  of  the  Borough  during  1938. 


No.  of 


Ward.  Cases. 

Shields  .  11 

'  Beacon  .  15 

St.  Hilda  .  9 

Hadrian  .  23 

Holborn . 6 

Laygate .  17 

Victoria  .  17 

Bents  .  15 

Rekendyke  .  13 


Notification. 

239  cases  of  tuberculosis 


No.  of 


Ward.  Cases. 

Westoe .  20 

Deans  . .  20 

Tyne  Dock .  18 

Simonside .  19 

W est  Park  . 20 

Harton . 30 

Address  unknown  .  3 

Total  .  256 


notified  during  1938,  as  follows  : — 


Pulmonary — 

Males . 87 

Females .  61 

Non-pulmonary — 

Males .  42 

Females .  49 


This  represents  a  reduction  of  6  cases  on  the  figures  for  1937. 
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In  addition,  11  cases  were  notified  after  death  and  6  cases 
were  not  notified.  Of  these  17,  7  were  cases  of  pulmonary  tuber¬ 
culosis,  8  tuberculous  meningitis  and  2  abdominal  tuberculosis. 
The  unnotified  cases  represent  14  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths  from 
tuberculosis. 


No  unnotified  case  occurred  among  the  Arab  community. 

Of  the  cases  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  (notified  and  other) 
there  were  : — 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Neck  glands  . 

19 

34 

53 

Bowels,  mesentery,  etc . 

8 

3 

11 

Meninges . 

11 

7 

18 

Bones  and  joints  . . 

9 

6 

15 

Lupus,  etc . . 

1 

3 

4 

Total . 

48 

53  101 

Of  the  110  notified  cases  of  tuberculosis  who  died  during  the 
year,  15  died  within  one  week  of  notification  ;  5  died  within  one 
week  to  one  month  of  notification  ;  20  died  within  one  month  to 
three  months  of  notification  ;  1 1  died  within  three  months  to  six 
months  of  notification  ;  and  8  died  within  six  months  to  twelve 
months  of  notification.  (In  addition  to  which  there  were  the  17 
cases  not  notified  before  death). 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  'Tew  cases”  of 
tuberculosis  during  1938,  classified  according  to  sex  and  age 
groups ; — 


Age-Group. 

New 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Respiratory. 

1 

Non- 

Respiratory. 

Respiratory. 

Non- 

Respiratory. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1  year  . 

... 

... 

1 

»  »  • 

•  •  • 

.  .  • 

1 

... 

1-5  years  . 

1 

1 

14 

13 

1 

.  .  . 

4 

4 

5-10  ,,  . 

6 

1 

16 

9 

.  .  . 

2 

5 

2 

10-15  ,,  . 

4 

1 

7 

12 

.  .  . 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

15-20  . 

8 

14 

6 

4 

7 

6 

3 

•  •  • 

20-25  ,,  . 

16 

10 

2 

2 

6 

4 

«  .  • 

<  •  . 

25-35  ,,  . 

14 

18 

.  .  . 

11 

10 

12 

1 

2 

35-45  . 

13 

9  • 

2 

1 

5 

5 

2 

•  «  • 

45-55  ,,  . 

19 

5 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

19 

4 

1 

1 

55-65  ,,  . 

10 

4 

.  .  . 

1 

7 

2 

.  .  • 

1 

Over  65  years  . 

1 

2 

Total  . 

92 

63 

48 

53 

55 

38 

18 

10 

110 


The  term  “new  cases”  includes  all  the  primary  notifications 
(239),  and  the  17  fatal  cases  referred  to  above  who  had  not  been 
notified  before  death. 

The  new  cases  also  include  8  cases  (3  per  cent,  of  the  total) 
in  Arabs. 


1  -  5 
10-15 


years 


y  y 


25-35 

35-45 


Pulmonary.  Non- Pulmonary. 

M.  F.  M.  F. 

—  —  12 


1 


2 


2 


The  total  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified  or  ascertained 
during  each  of  the  past  ten  years  is  as  follows.  The  table  also  gives 
the  approximate  attack-rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  and  the 
number  of  cases  per  100  deaths  from  tuberculosis  — 


1929 

1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

Notified  ; — 

Pulmonary  . 

270 

268 

225 

211 

232 

237 

155 

192 

139 

148 

Non-Pulmonary . 

140 

153 

172 

148 

106 

111 

98 

84 

106 

91 

Not  Notified  ; — 

Pulmonary  . 

30 

17 

18 

15 

23 

15 

8 

12 

9 

7 

Non-Pulmonary . 

9 

9 

14 

18 

23 

22 

16 

13 

13 

10 

Total  . 

449 

447 

429 

392 

384 

385 

277 

301 

267 

256 

Attack-rate  . 

3.76 

3.84 

3.76 

3.46 

3.37 

3.41 

2.47 

2.70 

2.41 

2.32 

Cases  per  100  deaths . 

193 

230 

220 

180 

183 

195 

172 

249 

188 

211 

Mortality. 

Tuberculosis  caused  121  deaths  during  1938  (93  pulmonary  and 
28  non-pulmonar\^).  This  represents  a  death  rate  of  1.09  per  1,000 
of  the  population  as  compared  with  a  death  rate  of  1.28  in  1937. 
Five  of  the  deaths  occurred  among  Arabs — pulmonary  (M.43, 
M.52,  F.7)  ;  non-pulmonary  (M.41,  F.I.).  This  mortality  among 
Arabs  represents  a  4.1  per  cent,  of  the  total  tuberculosis  death 
rate. 
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The  death  rate  in  South  Shields  from  tuberculosis  during  the 
past  ten  years  is  as  follows  — 


1929 

1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

Pulmonary . 

Non-Pulmonary  . 

1.41 

.45 

1.25 

.41 

1.24 

.46 

1.46 

.46 

1.39 

.45 

1.28 

.47 

1.06 

.37 

0.85 

.23 

1.04 

.24 

0.84 

.25 

The  death  rate  from  tuberculosis  in  England  and  Wales  during 
1938  was  0.63  per  1,000  of  the  population  (pulmonary  0.53,  non- 
pulmonary  0.10). 


Treatment  of  Tuberculosis. 

The  following  is  a  detailed  statement  on  the  treatment  of 
tuberculous  patients  during  1938  : — 

Residential  Institutional  Treatment. — During  the  year 
341  tuberculous  patients  or  suspected  cases  were  known  to  have 
been  admitted  to  institutions  for  treatment.  Of  these,  322  were 
treated  at  the  cost  of  the  Health  Committee,  as  follows  : — 

At  Cleadon  Park  Sanatorium  (pulmonary,  94)  95 

At  the  Ingham  Infirmary  (surgical  cases)...  60 

At  the  South  Shields  General  Hospital .  135 

At  other  sanatoria  and  hospitals .  32 

The  accommodation  at  Cleadon  Park  Sanatorium  was  on  the 
average  throughout  the  year  99  per  cent,  occupied,  an  average 
of  21  men,  21  women  and  3  children. 

At  the  General  Hospital  the  average  number  of  tuberculous 
cases  under  treatment  daily  was  30  :  pulmonary  22,  non-pulmonary  8 
(men  20,  women  5,  children  5). 

At  the  Ingham  Infirmary  the  cases  chargeable  to  the  Health 
Committee  averaged  ten  a  day. 

Twelve  patients  were  admitted  to  Newcastle  General  Hospital 
from  Cleadon  Park  Sanatorium  for  surgical  treatment  of  pulmonary 
conditions. 

In  addition,  20  patients  were  admitted  to  other  sanatoria 
and  hospitals. 
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The  total  accommodation  in  use  throughout  the  year  averaged 
103  beds,  including  Cleadon  Park  Sanatorium,  the  Ingham  Infirmary 
and  the  General  Hospital. 

The  waiting  list  for  admission  to  institutional  treatment 
averaged  about  three  patients,  half  of  whom  were  surgical  cases. 


Treatment  in  Sanatoria. 

92  patients  were  discharged  from  Cleadon  Park  Sanatorium 
during  the  year  ;  the  average  length  of  stay  there  was  198  days. 

6  patients  were  discharged  from  Wolsingham  Sanatorium 
after  an  average  sta}^  of  140  days  ;  4  from  Stanhope  Sanatorium 
after  an  average  stay  of  383  days, and  6  from  Stannington  Sanatorium 
after  an  average  stay  of  471  days.  The  latter  were  cases  of  tuber¬ 
culosis  of  the  spine,  bones  and  joints. 

64  cases  of  non-puhnonary  tuberculosis  were  discharged  from 
the  Ingham  Infirmary  after  an  average  stay  of  65  days. 

110  cases  were  discharged  from  the  General  Hospital  :  average 
stay  103  days. 


11  patients  treated  at  Newcastle  General  Hospital  averaged 
27  days. 


The  following  table  shows  the  distribution  and  classification 
of  South  Shields  patients  admitted  to  institutions  during  1938, 
and  includes  those  treated  at  the  expense  of  the  Corporation  ; — 


Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

Observa¬ 

tion. 

Total. 

M. 

W. 

C. 

M. 

W. 

C. 

M. 

W. 

C. 

Approved  Sanatoria,  etc. 
Cleadon  Park . 

47 

45 

2 

1 

95 

Stannington  . 

<  •  • 

•  >  • 

1 

«  >  • 

•  •  • 

6 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

7 

Stanhope  . 

3 

3 

.  *  . 

.  .  . 

•  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

6 

Wolsingham  . 

.  .  . 

4 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

1 

.  .  * 

.  .  . 

5 

Ingham  Infirmary  . 

1 

.  .  . 

13 

12 

47 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

73 

Other  Sanatoria . 

•  .  . 

1 

•  •  . 

.  .  , 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

»  •  • 

1 

Harton  General  Hospital 

78 

23 

6 

6 

6 

12 

3 

1 

135 

Newcastle  Gen.  Hosp.... 

3 

7 

2 

•  •  • 

•  ■  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

12 

Other  Hospitals  . 

3 

2 

2 

7 

Total  . 

135 

82 

14 

22 

18 

66 

3 

1 

.  .  . 

341 
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The  total  number  of  individual  patients  referred  to  in  the 
above  statement  is  299.  The  difference  in  the  total  figures  is  due 
to  the  transfer  of  certain  patients  from  sanatoria  to  hospitals  or 
vice  versa,  and  occasionally  a  patient  is  re-admitted. 

The  following  is  a  report  of  Dr.  R.  A.  N.  McMath,  the  Tuber¬ 
culosis  Medical  Officer,  on  the  treatment  of  patients  in  Cleadon 
Park  Sanatorium  during  1938. 

‘'During  the  year  1938  the  work  at  Cleadon  Park  Sanatorium 
has  gone  on  successfully.  Treatment  consisted  of  rest,  good  food 
and  graduated  exercise  in  the  main  ;  and  in  selected  cases  artificial 
pneumothorax  and  gold  injections  (Crisalbine).  With  the  appoint¬ 
ment  this  year  of  Mr.  G.  Mason,  F.R.C.S.,  of  Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
as  thoracic  surgeon,  further  steps  have  been  taken  in  the  most 
modern  methods  of  treatment,  so  that  at  present  all  patients  in 
the  Borough  can  receive  the  optimum  treatment  for  their  condition. 
A  number  of  patients  have  already  received  benefit  from  surgical 
treatment. 

Also  since  Mr.  Sutherland  Oliver's  appointment  to  the  Public 
Health  Staff  as  visiting  dental  surgeon,  dental  treatment  has  been 
available  for  all  patients,  both  in-patients  and  out-patients.  • 

Both  these  appointments  have  satisfied  a  need  which  has 
long  been  felt  in  the  treatment  of  tuberculosis. 

The  following  is  a  table  of  the  work  of  Cleadon  Park  Sanatorium 
during  the  year. 

Patients  in  Cleadon  Park  Sanatorium  on  31/12/37  44 


Patients  admitted  during  1938  .  95 

Patients  discharged  during  1938 . . .  92 

Patients  on  31/12/38  .  47 

Average  stay  during  1 938  . . .  198  day s . 

Number  of  beds  available  . .  47 


Classification  of  Patients  Admitted  during  1938. 


Observation. 

T.B.  Minus. 

T.B.  Positive. 

Group 

1. 

Group  2. 

Group  3. 

1 

36 

10 

33 

15 
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The  following  is  a  classification  according  to  age-groups  of 
the  94  pulmonary  patients  admitted  during  the  year  : — 


Age. 

5-10 

11-15 

16-20 

21-25 

26-30 

31-35 

36-40 

41  + 

T.B.  —  . 

1 

15 

18 

9 

3 

3 

5  • 

fl  ... 

— 

1 

2 

■? 

3 

1 

— 

— 

T.B.  +  ^  2  ... 

— 

1 

8 

7 

3 

6 

3 

1 

L3  ... 

■ — 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

-  — — 

1 

— 

3 

25 

27 

16 

10 

6 

7 

Condition  of  Patients  on  Discharge  during  1938. 


Non- 

pulmon- 

ary. 

T.B. 

Nega¬ 

tive. 

T.B.  Positive. 

Group  1. 

Group  2. 

Group  3. 

Quiescent  . 

1 

15 

7 

11 

improved  . 

No  material 

9 

9 

15 

7 

improvement 

... 

... 

5 

13 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  occupations  of  patients  admitted 
to  the  sanatorium  during  the  year  : — 


Housewife  .  19 

Domestic  servant  .  10 

Shop  assistant  .  7 

Schoolgirl .  8 

Labourer .  v5 

Typist  .  6 

Clerk .  1 

Seagoing  fireman .  2 

Miner .  6 

Ship’s  steward  .  1 

Seaman  (A.B.) .  4 

Caretaker  .  1 

Patternmaker  .  1 

Hairdresser .  2 

Newsboy .  1 

(iardener .  2 

Polisher  .  1 


Painter  .  1 

Sprayer .  1 

Cinema  operator  .  2 

Hawker .  2 

Waiter .  1 

Rivet  catcher  .  1 

Schoolteacher .  1 

Meter  collector .  1 

Motor  driver .  1 

Upholsterer .  1 

Wardmaid  .  1 

Wareman  .  1 

Nursemaid  .  1 

Insurance  agent .  1 

Joiner .  1 

l^orter..., .  1 
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During  the  year  24  patients  had  artificial  pneumothorax 
inductions  (18  successful  and  6  failed). 

Altogether  65  patients  in  the  Borough  received  artificial 
pneumothorax  treatment,  a  total  of  1,032  refills  being  given  (507  to 
patients  in  sanatorium  and  525  to  out-patients). 

Twelve  patients  received  surgical  treatment  by  Mr  ]\Iason 
at  the  Newcastle  General  Hospital  : — 

Thoracotomy  . . . . . .  2  patients. 

Phrenic  crush  . . . .  6 

Thoracoplasty  . . . .  3 

and  one  patient  had  not  completed  treatment  by  the  end  of  the 
year.  All  patients  have  improved  very  considerably  following 
the  treatment. 


X-Rays. 


473  examinations  were  made  on  the  fluorescent  screen. 

70  X-ray  films  were  taken. 

247  blood  sedimentation  rates  were  calculated,  four  patients 
had  aspirations  of  the  chest,  and  16  patients  received  gold  treat¬ 
ment. 

271  extractions  were  done  under  the  dental  scheme  for  36 
patients  during  the  year. 

Once  again  I  wish  to  thank  the  matron  and  staff  for  their 
very  loyal  and  helpful  support.” 

After  Care. 

As  in  past  years  the  South  Shields  branch  of  the  National 
Council  for  Social  Service  undertook  the  after  care  of  a  number  of 
patients  suffering  from  tuberculosis  who  were  in  necessitous  cir¬ 
cumstances. 

Tuberculosis  Clinic. 

The  work  of  the  tuberculosis  clinic  during  the  year  is  set  out 
in  detail  on  pages  117  and  118.  984  new  patients  of  whom  486 

were  contacts  were  examined.  732  persons  who  were  known 
to  have  been  living  in  contact  with  a  tuberculous  patient  were 
invited  to  attend  the  clinic,  but  only  486  responded  to  the  invitation. 
Of  those  who  responded  30  or  6.2  per  cent,  were  found  to  be  suftering 
from  the  disease. 
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Of  the  total  cases  examined  386  or  39  per  cent,  were  sent  by 
their  own  doctors  ;  513  attended  at  the  request  of  the  Tuberculosis 
Medical  Officer  ;  48  were  sent  by  other  Medical  Officers,  19  came 
of  their  own  initiative  and  18  from  other  sources. 

110  names  were  removed  from  the  clinic  register  as  having 
recovered  ;  of  these,  1 1  were  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and 
99  tuberculosis  of  other  organs. 

The  Health  Visitors  paid  2,913  visits  to  the  homes  of  tuber¬ 
culous  patients  during  the  year.  These  visits  are  paid  quarterly, 
unless  circumstances  require  more  frequent  visits.  Surgical  ap¬ 
pliances  such  as  splints,  jackets,  calipers,  etc.,  were  provided  for 
33  patients.  292  surgical'  dressings  were  applied  to  65  patients 
at  the  clinic,  and  3,104  dressings  were  supplied  to  146  patients 
for  home  use. 

40  patients  were  given  extra  nourishment  under  the  Council’s 
scheme  ;  28  were  recommended  to  the  Public  Assistance  Committee, 
and  23  to  the  Unemployment  Assistance  Board. 

The  total  number  of  attendances  at  the  clinic  during  the  year 
was  11,084. 

The  total  number  of  individual  examinations  carried  out  by 
the  Tuberculosis  Officer  was  6,101. 

Dental  Treatment. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  number  of  dental  operations 
in  1938.  It  is  exclusive  of  patients  dentally  treated  in  the  sana¬ 
torium. 

24  patients  had  230  teeth  extracted. 

2  patients  had  20  teeth  extracted  (further  treatment  required 

in  1939). 

1  patient  had  1  tooth  extracted  (not  completed). 

1  patient  had  4  Tilings. 

10  patients  had  dressings,  scalings, etc. 

3  patients  did  not  attend  for  a  treatment  when  sent  for. 

Ultra  Violet  Ray  Treatment. 

109  patients,  including  79  new  cases,  made  3,188  attendances 
at  the  clinic.  The  cases  treated  included  78  patients  suffering  from 
cervical  adenitis,  14  from  lupus,  3  from  tuberculosis  of  joints, 
5  from  sinus,  5  from  abdominal  tuberculosis,  and  4  from  other 
tuberculous  conditions. 

795  attendances  were  also  made  at  the.  General  Hospital. 
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(B.)  Number  of  Dispensaries  for  the  treatment  of  Tuber-  Note. — Section  (C),  (D),  (E)  and  (F)  of  this  Table  are  not 

culosis  (excluding  centres  used  only  for  special  re-printed  as  the  information  is  given  311  the  text 

forms  of  treatment).  of  the  report. 

Provided  by  the  Council  .  One. 

Provdded  by  Voluntary  Bodies  .  Nil. 
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Condition  at 
time  of  discharge. 

Quiescent . 

Not  quiescent . 

Died  in  Institution 

Quiescent . 

Not  quiescent . 

Died  in  Institution 

Quiescent..... . 

Not  quiescent . 

Died  in  Institution 

Quiescent . 

Not  quiescent . 

Died  in  Institution 

Pulmonary  . 

Classification  on 
admission  to  the 
Institution. 

Class  T.B. 
minus. 

1 

Class  T.B. 
plus 

Group  I. 

Class  T.B. 
plus 

Group  II. 

Class  T.B. 
plus 

Group  III. 

Totals  . 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis. 

« 


Patients  whose  stay  in  residential  institutions  did  not  exceed  28  days  are  not  included. 
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VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

There  were  no  changes  in  the  personnel  of  the  Venereal  Diseases 
treatment  centre  during  1938. 


There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of  new  patients 
from  South  Shields,  but  a  decrease  in  the  number  from  other 
areas.  There  has  also  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of  patients 
from  South  Shields  suffering  from  conditions  other  than  venereal. 
The  total  number  of  new  patients  attending  the  clinic  has  increased 
by  about  11%  over  the  figures  for  1937. 

While  there  has  been  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  attendances 
made  by  males,  there  has  been  a  noticeable  increase  in  those  by 
females. 

More  patients  ceased  attending  before  the  completion  of 
treatment  than  in  1937,  but  a  greater  number  were  discharged 
cured  after  completion  of  treatment. 

The  following  tabulated  statements  show  in  detail  the  work  of 
the  clinic  for  the  year. 


Comparative  Statement  of  New  Cases  treated  at  the 
Municipal  V.D.  Clinic  during  the  past  11  Years. 


1928 

1929 

1930 

lolii 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

Syphilis  : 

Residents  . 

98 

52 

83 

60 

87 

70 

70 

97 

85 

69 

110 

Non-residents . 

77 

83 

66 

54 

41 

45 

42 

47 

43 

64 

43 

Soft  chancre  : 

Residents  . . 

4 

13 

13 

14 

10 

10 

11 

6 

13 

9 

18 

Non-residents . 

4 

18 

30 

10 

6 

10 

9 

4 

7 

4 

10 

Gonorrhoea  : 

Residents  . 

178 

129 

197 

196 

200 

160 

169 

213 

215 

219 

213 

Non-residents . 

112 

139 

99 

87 

67 

61 

53 

68 

61 

94 

77 

Total  venereal  cases  : 

Residents  . 

280 

194 

293 

270 

297 

240 

250 

316 

313 

297 

341 

Non-residents . 

193 

240 

195 

151 

114 

116 

104 

119 

111 

162 

130 

Non- venereal  cases  : 

Residents  . 

181 

167 

170 

179 

220 

182 

217 

171 

226 

201 

259 

Non-residents . 

89 

112 

108 

70 

63 

43 

61 

70 

43 

75 

86 

Grand  Total  . 

743 

713 

766 

670 

694 

581 

632 

676 

693 

735 

816 

*  approximate;  see  note  in  Annual  Report  for  1931. 
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New  cases  include  patients  dealt  with  at  the  clinic  for  the  first 
time  who  were  known  to  have  received  treatment  at  other  centres. 
The  numbers  of  such  “transfers”  in  1938  were  ; — Syphilis  62, 
Soft  Chancre  6,  Gonorrhoea  27,  Non-venereal  6.  (Residents  42, 
non-residents  59). 

Comparative  Statement  of  Attendances  during  last 

11  Years. 


Year. 

Residents. 

1  Non-residents. 

Total. 

Male. 

Female.  I 

1928 

12,156 

2,845 

15,001 

11,084 

3,917 

1929 

10,860 

3,097 

13,957 

10,393 

3,564 

1930 

16,284 

4,053 

20,337 

14,854 

5,483 

1931 

17,778 

2,799 

20,577 

16,644 

3,933 

1932 

20,830 

1,462 

22,292 

18,182 

4,110 

1933 

17,821 

1,317 

19,138 

15,115 

4,023 

1934 

18,523 

1,233 

19,756 

15,050 

4,706 

1935 

18,990 

2,834 

21,824 

16,771 

5,053 

1936 

19,823 

2,772 

22,595 

17,694 

4,901 

1937 

21,188 

3,773 

24,961 

18,581 

6,380 

1938 

21,035 

3,480 

24,515 

17,535 

6,980 

Table  (a)  summarises  the  new  cases  attending  during  1938, 
and  Table  {h)  is  an  analysis  of  the  attendances. 


(a)  Cases  treated  at  South  Shields  Clinic  during  1938. 


Nev 

7  Cases. 

New  Cases  from 
Other  Centres. 

Total 

Cases  * 

Male, 

Female. 

Male. 

Female. 

Male.  : 

Female. 

Syphilis  . 

62 

29 

60 

2 

295 

85 

Soft  chancre  . 

22 

6 

... 

39  1 

Gonorrhoea  . 

216 

47 

27 

... 

356 

108 

Non-venereal 

1 

diseases . 

296 

43 

5 

1 

327 

1 

45 

Total  . 

596 

119 

98 

3 

1017  ' 

238 

*  Includes  those  in  attendance  from  the  previous  year. 


Of  the  new  cases  who  attended  for  the  first  time.  South  Shields 
residents  numbered  558  (syphilis  83,  soft  chancre  16,  gonorrhoea 
201,  non-venereal  diseases  258). 


{b)  Total  Attendances  at  the  Clinic  during  1938. 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Average 
Attendance 
per  patient. 

M.O. 

Others. 

M.O. 

Others. 

M.O. 

Others. 

Male. 

Female. 

Syphilis . 

4,806 

2,375 

7,181 

16.3 

27.9 

Soft 

chancre  ... 

88 

... 

88 

2.3 

Gonorrhoea 

1,889 

10,174 

962 

3,541 

2,851 

13,715 

33.9 

41.7 

Non-venrT 

diseases... 

578 

102 

680 

1.8 

2.3 

Total 

7,361 

10,174 

3,439 

3,541 

10,800 

13,715 

17.2 

29.3 

Non-residents  made  3,480  attendances  at  the  clinic  during 
1938,  as  follows  ; — 


From  16  Counties  in  England  and  Wales  (including 

Durham  County,  2,224)  . .  2,452 

,,  9  County  Boroughs  (including  County  Borough  of 

Tynemouth,  342) .  417 

,,  Scotland  . . 392 

,,  6  Colonies,  Dominions,  etc . 75 

,,  14  foreign  countries.... . 144 


Table  (c)  indicates  the  disposal  of  cases  during  the  year. 


(c)  Disposal  of  Cases. 


Ceased  attendance  ; 

(а)  Before  completion  of 

treatment  . 

(б)  After  completion  of 

treatment,  but  before 

final  tests  of  cure . 

Transferred  to  other  centres 
or  to  institutions  or  to 

private  practitioners  . 

Discharged  after  completion 
of  treatment  and  final  tests 

of  cure  . 

Under  treatment  31st  Dec., 
1938  . 


Syphilis. 

Sc 

Char 

ft 

Lcre. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

43  11 


78 

7 

167 


2 

68 


21 

9 


Gonorrhoea. 


M. 


73 

21 

45 

167 

50 


F. 


25 


31 

42 
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In-Patient  Treatment. 

It  was  again  not  found  necessary  to  admit  any  patients  to 
the  wards  during  the  year. 


Arsenobenzene  Compounds. 

4.336  doses  of  these  approved  compounds  were  administered 
to  patients  in  attendance  at  the  clinic.  In  addition,  248  doses 
were  supplied  to  eight  local  medical  practitioners. 


Pathological  Examinations. 

702  examinations  of  pathological  material  were  made  at  the 
clinic. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  specimens  from  South 
Shields  residents  examined  at  King’s  College,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
and  Leeds  University.  The  figures  include  specimens  sent  by 
other  clinics  and  hospitals  and  those  sent  by  9  private  practitioners, 
8  of  whom  were  South  Shields  doctors. 


Nature  of  Examination. 

Source  of  Material. 

Wasserman 

Re-actions. 

Micro¬ 

scopical. 

General 
C.S.F.  Exam. 

South  Shields  V.D.  Clinic  . 

1154 

Newcastle  V.D.  Clinic  . 

43. 

3 

Tynemouth  V.D.  Clinic  . 

3 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

Sunderland  V.D.  Clinic  . 

2 

General  Hospital,  South  Shields 

71 

... 

Ingham  Infirmary,  South 
Shields  . 

23 

2 

Cleadon  Sanatorium,  South 
Shields  . 

1 

Royal  Victoria  Infirmary, 
Newcastle . 

26 

Private  practitioners . 

45 

3 

Total  . 

1,366* 

5  1 

10 

’  exclusive  of  15  C.S.  Wasserman  tests. 

In  addition,  16  gonococcal  fixation  tests  were  made. 


125 


South  Shields  Gases  treated  at  other  Centres. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  South  Shields  residents 
treated  at  other  centres  during  1938. 


Newcastle. 

Tynemouth. 

Sunderland. 

Grimsby. 

Seamen’s 

Hospital, 

Greenwich. 

Liverpool. 

Total. 

(a)  Number  of  cases  dealt  with 

during  the  year  for  the  first 
time*  and  found  to  be  suffering 
from  : — 

Syphilis  . 

0 

1 

1 

7 

Soft  chancre  . 

«  •  . 

•  •  • 

•  *  • 

•  •  » 

2 

•  • 

2 

Gonorrhoea  . 

6 

2 

•  <  • 

7 

4 

19 

Non-venereal  diseases . 

4 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

6 

1 

13 

(b)  Total  attendances  at  out-patient 
clinic . 

609 

119 

260 

2 

89 

125 

1204 

(c)  Aggregate  number  of  “In-patient 
Days”  . 

115 

115 

*  Exclusive  of  those  known  to  have  received  treatment  for  the  same 

infection  at  other  Centres. 


The  following  is  extracted  from  a  report  of  the  Venereal  Diseases 
Medical  Officer  (Dr.  D.  J.  Mackinnon)  : — 

“There  has  been  a  progressive  increase  in  the  number  of  atten¬ 
dances  at  the  V.D.  Clinic  since  1933.  In  1938,  however,  there 
was  a  slight  decrease.  While  there  was  an  increase  of  81  new  cases 
during  the  year,  the  attendances  fell  by  446.  The  number  of 
attendances  to  see  the  medical  officer  increased  by  about  1,000, 
while  those  for  intermediate  and  irrigation  treatment  fell  by  1,430. 
This  decrease  was  due  to  the  introduction  of  Sulphanilyl-amino- 
pyridine  (M.B.  693)  and  to  a  lesser  extent  of  “Uleron”  towards 
the  end  of  the  year.  In  a  full  year  I  anticipate  a  very  considerable 
reduction  in  the  attendances  of  male  gonorrhoea  patients. 

This  is  illustrated  from  50  cases  taken  at  random  from  my 


records,  as  follows 

Old  • 

Old  Treatment 

Old  Treatment 

Treatment. 

and  “Uleron.” 

and  M.B.  693. 

Average  weekly 
attendance  per 
patient. 

7.44 

6.52 

2,97 
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The  reduction,  unfortunately,  does  not  apply  to  female  patients 
to  anything  like  the  same  extent  as  in  males  ;  nevertheless  31  women 
were  discharged  cured  in  1938.  This  was  due  mainly  to  the  use 
of  Uleron. 

With  regard  to  the  sudden  increase  in  cases  of  syphilis  among 
men,  a  noteworthy  feature  is  that  this  increase  is  mainly  among 
patients  in  the  early  stages  of  the  disease.  A  large  proportion 
are  “primary”  cases.  Prior  to  1938  it  has  been  observed  that  most 
of  the  cases  were  infected  outside  the  Borough,  but  recently  an 
increased  number  have  given  histories  of  having  been  infected  in 
South  Shields.  This  is  difticult  to  account  for,  but  it  would  appear 
that  the  general  industrial  improvement  might  have  some  reaction 
in  this  direction. 

PROPAGANDA. 

I  have  not  so  far  experienced  any  marked  beneficial  results 
except  in  the  case  of  non-venereal  cases,  chiefly  those  of  traumatic 
urethritis. 

Propaganda,  no  doubt,  increases  the  number  of  non-V.D. 
cases  applying  to  the  clinic  for  advice,  but  it  does  not  appear  to 
attract  those  who  are  infected. 

With  regard  to  the  newly  discovered  drug — M.B.  693 —  I  would 
emphasise  that  it  should  not  be  used  before  the  diagnosis  is  estab¬ 
lished  bacteriologically.” 


Propaganda  Campaign. 

During  November  a  campaign  was  carried  out  by  the  British 
Social  Hygiene  Council  at  the  cost  of  the  Corporation.  Meetings, 
at  most  of  which  appropriate  films  were  shown,  were  arranged 
for  the  clergy,  parents,  the  public,  seamen,  nurses  and  for  adolescents. 
The  lectures  and  films  were  well  received,  and  the  attendances 
numbered  about  3,000.  Probably  as  many  more  were  unable  to 
gain  admission  to  the  halls. 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 
Notification  of  Births. 

The  number  of  births  reported  to  the  Health  Department 
during  1938  was  2,007,  as  follows  : — 


{a)  Notified  under  the  Public  Health  Act  ; 

By  midwives . . . 1,923 

By  doctors  . 16 

Bv  relatives  and  others  . . . . ............  11 

•  1 ,950 

(h)  Reported  by  local  Registrars  (not  previously 

notified) . 57 


2,007 


There  has  been  a  further  improvement  in  the  notification  of 
births;  about  97  per  cent,  of  the  total  live  births  were  notified  during 


1938. 


This  total  is  exclusive  of  94  still  births,  85  of  which  were  notified 
by  mddwives,  and  9,  which  had  not  been  previously  notified,  reported 
by  the  Registrars.  The  proportion  of  still  births  to  live  births 
was  4.7  per  cent,  as  compared  with  4.0  in  1937,  4.7  per  cent,  in 
1936,  4.2  in  1935,  and  4.4  in  1934. 


Infant  Mortality, 

There  were  124  deaths  among  infants  under  one  year,  or  an 
infant  mortality  rate  of  65  per  1,000  births.  The  corresponding 
rate  for  1937  was  80  per  1,000. 

Neo-natal  deaths,  or  deaths  occurring  in  the  first  month  of 
life,  numbered  71  or  37  per  1,000  births. 

Deaths  among  illegitimate  children  numbered  6  out  of  89 
illegitimate  births,  or  a  rate  of  67  per  1,000,  as  compared  with  a  rate 
of  65  among  legitimate  children. 

The  mortality  rate  among  infants  in  each  quarter  was  : — 

1st  quarter  . . .  103  per  1 ,000  births. 

2nd  ,,  77 

3rd  ,,  37 

4th  ,,  4/  ,,  ,, 


128 


The  principal  causes  of  death  in  infants  were 


Pre-natal 


1 

L 


Prematurity . . . 

Debility  . 

Malformations,  atelectasis,  birth  injuries, 
etc . 


’’Pneumonia . 

Bronchitis  . 

Convulsions . 

Post-natal  ^  Whooping  cough  . 

I  Gastro-intestinal  disorders 

I  Tuberculosis . 

l^Other  causes . 


34 

5 

21 

60 


14 

15 
7 
1 

10 

1 

16 
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Maternal  Mortality. 

During  1938  there  were  ten  deaths  among  mothers  as  a  result  of 
or  associated  with  pregnancy.  This  is  an  increase  of  six  above 
the  number  of  deaths  in  1937.  Of  the  deaths,  two  were  due  to 
sepsis,  one  an  incomplete  septic  abortion,  and  the  other  from 
puerperal  sepsis  after  a  prolonged  labour  and  instrumental  delivery. 
Three  were  due  to  toxaemia  of  pregnancy,  one  to  placenta  praevia, 
and  one  after  Caesarean  section  complicated  by  cardiac  degenera¬ 
tion.  The  remaining  three  were  due  to  cardiac  diseases  associated 
with  pregnancy. 

Seven  of  the  deaths  occurred  in  the  General  Hospital,  one  in  the 
Ingham  Infirmary,  one  in  the  Princess  Mary  Hospital,  Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne,  and  one  at  home. 

The  maternal  death  rate  was  5.05  per  1,000  births,  as  compared 
with  2.10  during  1937  and  2.97  per  1,000  for  the  country  generally. 

'Phree  of  the  deaths  occurred  at  the  age  of  25-30  years,  three 
between  30  and  35  years,  and  four  between  the  ages  of  35  and  40 
years. 

In  addition  to  the  ten  deaths  mentioned,  there  were  seven 
deaths  not  directly  due  to  pregnancy,  but  in  which  pregnancy 
was  a  complication,  two  from  lobar  pneumonia,  two  from  heart 
conditions,  one  from  polioencephalitis,  one  from  chronic  nephritis, 
and  one  from  pelvic  cellulitis  due  to  uterine  prolapse. 
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All  these  17  deaths  were  notified  to  the  Maternal  Mortality 
Committee  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  and  two  to  other  medical 
officers  of  health  concerning  the  deaths  of  non-residents. 

Midwifery. 

During  1938,  28  midwives  notified  their  intention  to  practise, 
including  one  who  lived  in  the  administrative  County  of  Durham, 
but  excluding  22  practising  in  Harton  General  Hospital.  All  are 
trained  women. 

906  (or  45  per  cent.)  of  the  total  births  were  attended  by 
midwives,  apart  from  587  cases  in  which  the  midwife  acted  as 
maternity  nurse,  and  exclusive  of  confinements  in  the  General 
Hospital  and  Ingham  Infirmary  (see  page  102). 

Midwifery.  Maternity. 

Municipal  midwives .  754  516 

Independent  midwives  .  152  71 

The  number  of  confinements  attended  by  midwives  varied 
in  the  case  of  municipal  midwives  from  48  to  118  cases  each,  and 
in  the  case  of  independent  midwives  from  6  to  68  cases  each  in 
the  year.  Three  independent  midwives  did  not  attend  any  cases. 
These  figures  include  still  births  and  abortions.  Some  of  the  cases 
attended  by  midwives  were  subsequently  admitted  to  hospital. 

There  were  notified  to  the  Central  Midwives  Board  19  change  s 
of  name  or  address  and  4  temporary  suspensions. 

The  Central  Midwives  Board  have  rescinded  Rule  E.13  by 
which  a  midwife  was  expected,  when  calling  in  medical  help,  to  send 
for  the  doctor  desired  by  the  patient  or  relative.  The  midwife 
may  now  call  in  any  doctor.  All  the  midwives  in  the  town  were 
notified  of  the  rescinding  of  the  rule. 

The  new  rule  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board — Rule  E.17(«) — 
by  which  a  midwife  must  attend  her  patient  for  14  days,  instead  of 
10,  has  been  welcomed  and  appreciated  by  the  mothers.  Most 
of  the  patients  who  have  been  confined  in  hospital  ask  to  be  dis¬ 
charged  on  the  10th  day.  The  discharge  is  notified  to  the  Health 
Department  and  the  patient  is  visited  by  a  municipal  midwife 
daily  for  the  four  additional  days,  or  longer  if  necessary. 

During  the  year  the  Council  paid  the  fees  of  five  independent 
midwives  in  attendance  on  20  necessitous  cases,  including  one 
abortion,  at  a  total  cost  of  £20  12s.  6d. 
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They  also  paid  the  midwife’s  fee  of  one  guinea  for  loss  of 
practice  on  removal  of  a  case  to  hospital. 

The  following  is  a  report  made  to  me  by  the  Supervisor  of 
Midwives,  Miss  R.  Freeman  : 

“Four  midwives  surrendered  their  certificates  under  Section  5 
(7)  of  the  Midwives  Act,  1936  (two  municipal  and  two  independent). 

There  were  97  routine  visits  of  inspection  and  1 1  special  visits 
paid,  23  midwives  were  interviewed  at  the  Health  Department, 
3  visits  of  inspection  were  paid  to  Nursing  Homes,  and  30  visits  of 
investigation  into  maternal  deaths. 

To  eliminate  the  risk  of  infection,  17  midwives  were  suspended 
from  duty-  for  short  periods,  having  been  in  contact  with  the 
following  infectious  diseases  : — pemphigus  8,  scarlet  fever  5,  diph¬ 
theria  1,  pyrexia  3. 

In  addition,  eight  midwives  were  instructed  re  disinfection 
as  a  precautionary  measure  only. 

No  midwife  was  reported  to  the  Central  Midwives  Board. 

One  midwife  appeared  before  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Committee  for  failure  to  summon  medical  aid  to  a  baby  suffering 
from  multiple  abscesses.  The  midwife  was  cautioned. 

One  midwife  was  censured  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  failure  in  carrying  out  efficient  pre-natal  duties. 

One  complaint  against  the  conduct  of  a  midwife  was  received. 
This  was  investigated  but  found  to  be  entirely  without  foundation. 

During  the  year  the  municipal  midwives  attended  1,270  cases, 
comprised  of  midwifery  cases  754,  maternity  cases  491,  and  25 
abortions. 

In  addition,  410  patients  who  were  confined  in  hospital  were 
visited  for  four  days  following  their  discharge  from  hospital  on  the 
10th  day. 

There  were  19,719  routine  morning  and  4,888  evening  visits, 
and  6,919  pre-natal  visits  paid.  Post-natal  work  entailed  905 
visits,  and  992  night  visits  were  paid  (between  10  p.m.  and  8  a.m.). 
The  total  number  of  visits  paid  during  the  year  was  33,423.” 
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Notifications  from  Mid  wives. 

The  following  notifications  were  received  at  the  Health  Depart¬ 
ment  during  the  year  from  (1)  midwives  practising  in  the  Borough 
and  (2)  midwives  in  hospital  practice  : — 


District. 

Hospital. 

Sending  for  medical  help  . 

.  450 

63 

(Causes) . . . 

.  452 

63 

(Cases) . 

.  431 

63 

Still-birth  notifications  . 

.  18 

1 

Deaths  of  infants . . . 

.  33 

1 

Deaths  of  mothers  . 

.  3 

1 

Laying-out  of  dead  bodies  . 

10 

0 

Artificial  feeding  . . 

.  42 

5 

Infectious  cases . 

.  35 

I 

Intention  to  practise  . 

.  28 

22 

The  causes  for  which  medical  help  was  called  numbered  515. 
Of  these  406  were  abnormalities  in  the  mother  and  109  in  the 
infant. 

In  the  case  of  mothers,  the  chief  causes  were  — 

District.  Hospital. 


Delayed  labour,  mal-presentations,  etc.  115  40 

Abortion  .  28  — 

Perineal  rupture  . 78  4 

Increased  pulse  or  temperature .  26  2 

Haemorrhage  and  placenta  praevia  ...  20  5 

Albuminuria,  fits,  oedema,  etc .  32  5 

Retained  placenta  .  11  2 

Breast  conditions  .  12  — 

Cough,  influenza,  bronchitis  .  6  — 

Other  conditions  . 20  — 

Total . 348  58 


In  the  case  of  the  infant,  the  chief  causes  were  : — 

Feebleness,  prematurity .  35  3 

Inflamed  eyes .  28  1 

Skin  eruptions  .  15  — 

Malformations . 8 

Still  birth,  cyanosis,  etc .  3  i 

Haematemesis,  cough,  colds,  etc .  5  ■ — 

Other  conditions  . 10  — 

Total .  104  5 


During  the  year,  doctors  who  had  been  called  in  by  midwives 
rendered  accounts  to  the  Local  Supervising  Authority  in  387  cases 
for  fees  amounting  to  £547.  The  Authority  decided  to  recover 
£194  from  141  cases.  The  amount  actually  recovered  during  the 
year  was  £40. 


Maternity  Homes. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  was  only  one  registered  maternity 
home  in  the  Borough,  with  accommodation  for  eight  cases.  The 
registration  of  one  home  was  cancelled  as  a  result  of  the  midwife 
having  surrendered  her  certificate.  In  addition  there  are  17  beds 
at  the  General  Hospital  and  a  varying  number  in  the  Ingham 
Infirmary  for  maternity  cases. 


Three  deaths  occurred  in  a  private  maternity  home,  one  mother 
from  embolism,  and  two  babies,  one  from  prematurity  and  one  from 
multiple  abscesses. 


The  supervisor  of  midwives  paid  three  visits  to  the  homes. 


There  was  a  further  increase  in  the  number  of  births  reported 
in  hospitals  and  maternity  homes  in  the  borough  during  1938, 
as  follows  : — 


Residents. 

Non-Residents. 

Live 

Births. 

Still 

Births. 

Live 

Births. 

Still 

Births. 

General  Hospital  . 

401 

36 

90 

9 

Ingham  Infirmary  . 

10 

«  .  . 

1 

Registered  Maternity  Homes  . 

23 

3 

6 

Total  . 

434 

39 

97  ■ 

9 

Pre-natal  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics. 

Consequent  on  the  appointment  of  Dr.  Kathleen  Wilson,  two 
additional  sessions  were  devoted  to  pre-natal  clinics.  Four  sessions 
per  week  are  held  at  the  Municipal  Clinic  and  two  at  the  General 
Hospital. 


133 


There  are  five  infant  welfare  centres  at  which  seven  infant  and 
three  “toddlers”  clinics  are  held  each  week. 

The  following  is  a  report  by  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Medical  Officer,  Dr.  Dorothy  Blair. 

“The  attendance  at  the  pre-natal  clinics  was  good  throughout 
the  year.  Dental  treatment  was  provided  for  expectant  and 
nursing  mothers  at  the  Municipal  Clinic,  but  there  is  still  some 
prejudice,  especially  on  the  part  of  older  women  against  having 
teeth  extracted  before  the  birth  of  the  baby.  Many,  however, 
gladly  availed  themselves  of  the  opportunity  for  treatment. 


The  general  health  of  the  mothers  is  good.  In  addition  to  the 
free  milk  given  at  the  Clinic,  the  wives  of  unemployed  men  and 
others  in  poor  circumstances,  obtained  parcels  of  extra  nourishment 
supplied  by  the  Birthday  Trust  Fund.  These  parcels  which  were 
given  fortnightly  for  the  last  ten  weeks  of  the  pregnancy  and  also 
for  three  weeks  after  the  confinement,  consisted  of  a  packet  of 
dried  milk  and  two  other  preparations  of  nutritive  value.  The 
mothers  were  greatly  benefited  by  these  and  acknowledged  that 
they  felt  stronger  and  better. 

The  infant  and  toddler  clinics  were  also  well  attended.  There 
has  been  a  great  improvement  in  the  health  of  mothers  and  children 
moved  from  the  slum  clearance  area  to  the  new  estates. 


Dried  milk  was  supplied  to  those  children  between  the  ages  of 
twelve  months  and  five  years  who  required  it,  and  the  majority 
of  them  benefited  greatly. 

Through  the  kindness  of  the  Oxford  students  twenty  children 
of  parents  with  small  incomes  who  were  not  entitled  to  extra 
nourishment  from  other  sources  were  supplied  with  fresh  milk, 
butter  and  marmite.  They  obtained  one  pint  of  mfilk  daily,  half- 
a-pound  of  butter  weekly  and  a  jar  of  marmite  fortnightly.  They 
attended  the  clinic  regularly  for  weighing,  and  minor  ailments 
such  as  carious  teeth,  adenoids,  etc.,  were  attended  to.  All  these 
children  benefited  greatly.  Some  after  six  or  nine  months  did  not 
require  to  continue  the  extra  nourishment  and  other  children  took 
their  places.  In  all  cases  the  parents  were  delighted  with  the 
children's  progress.” 


A  summary  of  the  attendance  at  the  pre-natal  clinics  will  be 
found  on  page  136. 
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Of  the  expectant  mothers  who  attended  the  Municipal  Clinics 
there  were  births  during  the  year  as  under  : — 

370  were  attended  by  midwives  who  called  in  doctors 
in  99  cases. 

103  were  attended  by  doctors. 

169  were  confined  in  hospitals. 

Of  these  there  were  16  still  births,  22  premature  births  and 
10  miscarriages.  Three  left  the  town  and  13  cannot  be  traced. 

Of  the  370  midwives’  cases  :  339  were  normal  deliveries. 

31  were  instrumental  deliveries  (8.4 
per  cent.). 

Of  the  103  doctors’  cases  :  45  were  normal  deliveries. 

58  were  instrumental  deliveries  (56.3 
per  cent.). 

Of  the  169  hospital  cases  :  138  were  normal  deliveries. 

23  were  instrumental  deliveries. 

7  were  Caesarean  sections. 

1  was  induced  labour.  (18.3  per  cent.). 

182  cases  remained  on  the  clinic  register  at  the  end  of  the 
year. 

There  were  9  deaths  during  the  year  among  expectant  mothers 
who  attended  the  clinic  from  the  following  causes  : — (1)  auricular 
fibrillation,  chronic  rheumatic  endocarditis,  pregnancy  ;  (2)  acute 
polio-encephalitis  ;  (3)  shock,  haemorrhage,  central  placenta 

praevia ;  (4)  congestive  cardiac  failure,  pregnancy  ;  (5)  intra¬ 
partum  eclampsia  ;  (6)  shock  of  labour  in  first  stage  while  suffering 
from  myocarditis  due  to  chronic  anaemia  ;  (7)  lobar  pneumonia  ; 
(8)  broncho-pneumonia,  chronic  nephritis  ;  (9)  chronic  rheumatic 
endocarditis,  mitral  stenosis  and  incompetence. 

Of  the  children  born  whose  mothers  had  attended  the  pre-natal 
clinic,  there  were  24  deaths.  Of  these  8  died  on  the  day  of  birth 
(from  premature  birth  6,  pulmonary  atelectasis  1,  malformed 
head  and  limbs  1).  Six  others  died  under  1  week  old  (spina 
bifida  1,  fractured  femur,  haemorrhage  from  respiratory  tract, 
difficult  breech  delivery  1 ,  malaena  neonatorum  1 ,  icterus  1 ,  pre¬ 
maturity  2).  Three  others  died  under  four  weeks  old  (from  heart 
failure  as  a  result  of  vomiting  1,  acute  primary  pneumonia  0 
convulsions,  marasmus,  prematurity  1). 
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One  other  died  aged  1  to  3  months  (from  convulsions,  bronchitis). 

Four  others  died  aged  3  months  to  6  months  (from  convulsions, 
teething  1,  shock  following  operation  for  intussusception  2,  maras¬ 
mus,  congenital  syphilis  1). 

Two  others  died  aged  6  months  to  9  months  (from  pneumonia  1, 
marasmus  and  gastro-enteritis  1). 

The  physical  defects  found  in  mothers  attending  the  clinic 
were  : — 


Pre-natal. 


Dental  caries  . 305 

Digestive  disorders  . 23 

Respiratory  diseases  . 48 

Cardiac  diseases  . 3 

Oedema.. .  43 

Anaemia  .  4 

Malnutrition  . 14 

Increased  blood  pressure .  28 

Varicose  veins  .  43 

Albuminuria . . . 39 


Non-pregnant  Mothers. 

Sterilitv . 

Uterine  haemorrhage 

Menorrhagia . 

Dvsmenorrhoea  . 

Leucorrhoea  . 

Menopause  . 

Prolapse . . . 

Carcinoma  . 

Neuritis  . 

Abdominal  swelling  .. 

, ,  pain . 

Inguinal  abscess . 

Growth  in  groin  . 

Vaginitis  . . . 

Cystitis . . . 

?  Pregnancy  . . 


13 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 


2 

1 

46 


Four  patients  were  referred  to  the  V.D.  Clinic. 


Attendances  at  Pre-natal  Clinics. 


Municipal 

Clinics. 

General 

Hospital 

Clinic. 

Total 

1938. 

Total 

1937. 

No.  of  names  brought 

forward  from  previous 

year . 

115 

82 

197 

129 

No.  of  new  cases  during  1938  : 

1 

Expectant  mothers  . 

700 

^  582 

1,381 

1,149 

Non-pregnant  . 

99 

J 

No.  of  subsequent  atten- 

dances  during  1938 . 

2,052 

2,693 

4,745 

4,349 

Total  attendances,  1938  . 

2,966 

3,357 

6,323 

5,627 

No.  of  sessions  held  . 

242 

102 

344 

250 

Attendances  at  Child  Welfare  Clinics. 

The  following  table  is  a  detailed  siimman^  of  the  attendances  : — 


,  Stanhope 
Road. 

Tyne 

Dock. 

Queen 

Street. 

cl  . 
o  ^ 

T  2 

cc  . 
o  o 

'o 

Sutton 

Estate 

Total 

1938. 

1 

Total 

1937. 

No.  of  children  who 
attended  at  the  clinics 
for  the  first  time  during 
the  year  ; 

Children  under  one  year 
of  age . 

712 

338 

296 

172 

229 

88 

1,835 

1,708 

Children  1-5  years  of  age. . . 

840 

283 

264 

149 

235 

158 

1,929 

1,624 

Total  no.  of  attendances 
made  : 

By  children  under  1 
year  . 

6,274 

3,183 

3,240 

2,000 

2,371 

1,387 

18,455 

16,325 

By  children  1-5  years  . . . 

4,423 

2,057 

2,882 

1,620 

1,790 

1,220 

13,992 

10,854 

By  nursing  mothers  . 

76 

194 

49 

4 

81 

5 

409 

241 

Average  attendance  per 
session  : 

*Afternoon  sessions . 

70 

76 

81 

74 

53 

70 

81 

*Morning  sessions  . 

14 

27 

40 

80 

41 

44 

*  Babies  and  children  only. 


Home  Visiting  and  Clinic  Sessions. 

The  following  table  summarises  the  visits  of  the  Health  Visitors 
in  relation  to  the  Council’s  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Scheme. 
Visits  in  connection  with  tuberculosis,  non-notifiable  infection 
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diseases  and  the  school  medical  service  are  referred  to  in  the  respec¬ 
tive  sections  of  this  report  or  in  my  annual  report  as  School  Medical 
Officer. 


No.  of  visits  paid  :  hrst  visits  (after  notification  of  birth)  1,942 

,,  ,,  siibseqaent  visits  :  infants  under  1  year  6,093 

,,  ,,  subseqaent  visits  :  children  1-5  3^ears...  7,781 

No.  of  children  breast  fed  (at  first  visit) . .about  92  per  cent. 

No.  of  visits  stillbirths .  82 

, ,  , ,  re  infant  deaths . . . 99 

,,  ,,  puerperal  pyrexia  .  2 

,,  ,,  to  expectant  mothers  :  first  visits  .  660 

,,  ,,  subsequent  visits .  91 

,,  ,,  to  mothers  (post-natal)  after  discharge  from 

hospital .  221 

,,  ,,  re  applications  for  free  milk .  1,651 

,,  ,,  re  necessitous  midwifery  and  emergency  cases  398 

Other  visits .  61 


The  Health  Visitors  attended  the  undermentioned  clinic 
sessions  : 

Infant  and  child  welfare  clinics  . . .  932  sessions. 

Pre-natal  clinics .  340  sessions. 

apart  from  attendances  at  the  tuberculosis  dispensary,  school 
clinics  and  venereal  diseases  clinics  and  at  the  diphtheria  immunisa¬ 
tion  schemes. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

Thirteen  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  were  notified  during  the 
year  (all  South  Shields  residents).  The  case  rate  was  6.5  per  1,000 
total  births  as  compared  with  a  case  rate  of  14.4  per  1,000  for 
England  and  Wales  and  18.1  per  1,000  for  the  County  Boroughs 
generally. 

Seven  of  the  cases  were  treated  in  hospital,  four  of  whom 
were  actually  delivered  there.  Two  died. 

Six  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  and  three  cases  of  suspected 
puerperal  pyrexia  were  referred  to  the  Nursing  Association  for 
treatment  in  their  own  homes  at  the  cost  of  the  Council. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

Twelve  cases  were  notified.  In  two  the  vision  of  the  right 
eye  was  impaired.  The  case  under  treatment  at  the  end  of  1937 
has  no  improvement  of  vision.  Five  of  the  cases  were  treated  in 
hospital  and  two  at  home  by  the  nurses  of  the  Nursing  Association. 
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24  other  cases  of  “discharging  eyes"  were  notified  by  midwives 
under  the  rules  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board.  Vision  was  not 
impaired  in  any  of  these  cases. 


Pemphigus  Neonatorum. 

Four  cases  of  this  condition  were  notified.  Two  were  removed 
to  hospital  and  two  other  cases  together  with  three  cases  in  which 
the  disease  was  suspected  were  referred  to  the  Nursing  Association. 


Home  Nursing. 

Six  cases  of  puerperal  fever,  two  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum, 
four  pemphigus  and  three  suspected  cases,  together  with  six  post¬ 
natal  patients  who  required  continued  treatment  on  discharge 
from  hospital,  were  treated  at  home  by  the  nurses  of  the  Nursing 
Association  at  the  cost  of  the  Authority. 


Child  Life  Protection. 

There  were  only  the  names  of  two  children  on  the  register  at 
the  end  of  the  year.  One  other  child  who  was  referred  from  another 
authority  was  in  the  care  of  a  “blood  relation."  Another  child 
for  whom  no  reward  is  being  received  will  be  legally  adopted. 

The  Health  Visitors  paid  19  visits  to  the  homes  of  these  children. 
The}^  report  that  at  each  visit  the  children  appeared  to  be  well  cared 
for. 

Convalescent  Home. 

Eleven  children  under  the  age  of  5  years  were  admitted  to  the 
Convalescent  Home  at  Cleadon  during  the  3^ear  at  the  cost  of  the 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee.  The  children  spent 
1,269  in-patient  days.  There  was  a  daily  average  of  four  children 
in  the  home. 


Ultra  Violet  Ray  Treatment. 

Two  mercur}'  vapour  lamps,  one  having  a  radiant  heat  lamp 
attached,  and  one  Kromayer  lamp  are  available  at  the  municipal 
clinics. 

During  the  year  65  children  under  school  age  made  2,870 
attendances  for  treatment.  12  were  under  treatment  at  the  be¬ 
ginning  and  1 1  remained  under  treatment  at  the  end  of  tl:e  vear. 
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The  conditions  for  which  treatment  was  given  was  rickets, 
debility,  mongolism,  anaemia,  paralysis  and  kyphosis.  There  was 
marked  improvement  in  those  who  attended  regularly  but,  unfor¬ 
tunately,  a  good  many  children  ceased  attending  before  obtaining 
full  benefit  from  the  treatment. 


35  attendances  for  ultra  violet  ray  treatment  were  also  made 
by  children  under  5  years,  at  the  General  Hospital. 


Dental  Treatment. 

The  scheme  for  the  dental  treatment  of  expectant  and  nursing 
mothers  and  children  of  pre-natal  school  age  was  commenced  on 
5th  April,  1938. 


The  following  table  shows  the  work  of  the  dental  surgeon 
during  the  last  nine  months  of  the  year. 


Expectant 

mothers. 

Number  found  to  be  in  need  of 

treatment... .  102 

Number  who  received  treatment  101 

Number  made  dentally  fit  .  77 

Number  of  treatments  : 

(a)  fillings — 

(1)  in  temporary  teeth  — 

(2)  in  permanent  teeth  1 

(b)  number  of  teeth  extracted  872 

(c)  number  of  administrations 

of  general  anaesthetics  — 

((/)  number  of  patients  supplied 

with  dentures  .  — 

(e)  number  of  dentures  supplied  — 


(/)  scalings  . .  9 

(g)  dressings,  etc . •  5 


Nursing 

mothers. 

140 

123 

96 


1,333 


7 

2 


Pre-School 

children. 

206 

187 

174 


F" 


Assisted  Milk  Scheme. 

1,426  applications  for  milk,  including  650  from  expectant 
mothers,  were  granted  during  the  year.  250  were  re-applications, 
the  former  applications  having  lapsed  or  having  been  cancelled. 


The  quantities  of  milk  distributed  were  as  follows  : — 


Dried  milk  given  free  or  at  a  price  below  cost  . 44,150  lbs. 

Fresh  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  . 46  gallons. 

Dried  milk  sold  at  a  price  slightly  above  cost  ........ .20,424  lbs. 
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The  cost  of  the  assisted  milk  scheme  for  the  year  1938  was 
£2,132  as  compared  with  £1,508  in  1937.  This  increase  is  due  to  the 
extension  of  the  scheme  to  include  children  of  1 — 3  years  of  age, 
and  in  some  cases  of  children  np  to  5  years  of  age  on  medical 
grounds. 

Expectant  mothers  are  supplied  with  milk  during  the  last  six 
months  of  pregnancy  instead  of  the  last  three  months  hitherto. 

There  were  three  infringements  reported  to  the  Committee. 
In  two  cases  it  was  considered  there  was  insufficient  evidence  to 
warrant  legal  action,  and  the  third  case  left  the  town  before 
proceedings  could  be  considered.  While  every  care  is  taken  to 
see  that  only  those  receive  milk  whose  income  is  such  that  they 
cannot  be  expected  to  purchase  the  milk,  it  is  impossible  to  prevent 
some  people  being  so  unscrupulous  as  to  abuse  the  scheme.  The 
distribution  is  governed  by  a  scale  of  income,  and  in  every  case 
the  household  income  is  verified  by  reference  to  the  employer. 
There  is  also  co-operation  with  the  Public  Assistance  Department 
and  the  Unemployment  Assistance  Board’s  officers. 

The  amount  distributed  steadily  increased,  with  one  remission 
in  April,  throughout  the  year  from  750  lbs.  a  week  in  January  to 
950  lbs.  a  week  in  December. 

In  addition  to  the  milk  provided  under  the  Authority’s  scheme, 
supplies  of  milk  and  other  food  were  provided  to  expectant  mothers 
by  the  Joint  Council  of  Midwifery.  During  the  year,  3,075  lbs. 
of  dried  milk,  3,075  tins  of  Ovaltine,  and  2,043  bottles  of  Minadex 
were  distributed.  From  this  Fund  there  were  also  received  270 
packets  of  sterilized  accouchement  dressings. 
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TABLE  1(J.-~DEATHS  DURING  1938  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE 

YEAR  ;  CAUSES  AND  AGES. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Under  1  week. 

1 

1-2  Weeks. 

2-3  Weeks. 

3-4  Weeks. 

Total  under  4 

Weeks. 

1-3  Months. 

3-6  Months. 

6-9  Months. 

9-12  Months. 

Total  Deaths 

under  1  Year. 

All  causes  :  Certified . 

50 

3 

9 

8 

70 

9 

17 

13 

12 

121 

Uncertified  . 

1 

1 

... 

1 

1 

3 

Smallpox . 

Chickenpox . 

Measles  . 

•  .  . 

Scarlet  fever  . 

.  .  • 

Whooping  cough  . 

1 

1 

Diphtheria  and  croup  . 

Erysipelas  . 

.  .  . 

Tuberculous  meningitis . 

1 

1 

Abdominal  tuberculosis . 

.  .  . 

Other  tuberculous  diseases  . 

•  ♦  • 

Meningitis  {not  tuberculous)  . 

.  .  . 

Convulsions . 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

7 

Laryngitis  . 

.  .  . 

•  . 

•  •  . 

*  • 

.  . 

.  .  . 

Bronchitis  . 

2 

2 

4 

2 

5 

9 

2 

15 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  . 

2 

2 

2 

3 

4 

3 

14 

Diarrhoea . 

»  *  . 

.  * 

•  •  • 

... 

.  .  • 

.  .  . 

Enteritis  . 

1 

2 

1 

4 

1 

2 

1 

1 

9 

Gastritis  . 

... 

1 

... 

1 

Syphilis  . 

«  .  . 

1 

.  . 

1 

2 

Rickets  . 

*  .  • 

.  . 

.  .  • 

.  «  • 

Suffocation,  overlaying . 

.  .  . 

.  . 

.  •  . 

.  .  . 

Injury  at  birth . 

4 

4 

.  . 

.  .  . 

4 

Atelectasis  . 

4 

4 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

4 

Congenital  malformations  . 

5 

1 

2 

8 

1 

... 

9 

Premature  birth  . 

30 

«  •  • 

2 

1 

33 

1 

.  •  • 

34 

Atrophy,  debility  &  marasmus... 

3 

1 

.  .  • 

1 

5 

.  .  . 

.  .  • 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

5 

Other  causes  . 

2 

... 

1 

1 

4 

2 

5 

3 

4 

18 

Total  . 

51 

3 

9 

8 

71 

9 

18 

13 

13 

124 

Net  Births  in  the  year  : — 


Legitimate  . 1 ,808 

Illegitimate  .  89 


Net  Deaths  in  the  year  ; — 

Legitimate  Infants  ...  118 
Illegitimate  Infants  ...  6 


TABLE  11.— DEATHS  DURING  1938  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR:  CAUSES  AND  WARD  DISTRIBUTION. 
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*  The  births  dealt  with  in  this  table  are  (a)  1,S 50  live  births  notified  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  and  (b)  57  registered  and  not 

previously  notified  ;  including  97  births  in  the  General  Hospital  and  other  maternity  homes  among  “non-residents”  of  the  Borough.  Elsewhere 
in  this  report  the  Registrar-General’s  figures  of  births  registered  during  the  calendar  year  have  been  used  for  the  calculation  of  birth-rates. 

Note. — The  decrease  in  the  births  and  deaths  in  Shields  Ward  and  Holborn  Ward  since  1932  is  mainly  due  to  the  transference  of  the 
population  from  those  Wards  to  Tyne  Dock,  Simonside,  West  Park  and  Harton  W^ards  in  connection  wdth  housing  clearance  schemes. 


TABLE  12.— SUMMARY  OF  METEOROLOGICAL  OBSERVATIONS,  1938,  taken  at  9  a.m.  daily  at  the 

Bents  Park  and  Health  Department,  South  Shields. 
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Wind. 

Direction  at  9  a.m. 
Number  of  Days. 

•UIIE'3 

1  :  1  :  1 

•AYN 

tOlOI^OOC^-^OOCOi-OTfiCOCO 

73 

•AV 

<X)|>.Or— (C<Jt— IC<100 

<—<  1— 1  T— (  T-H 

E 

X 

•AYS 

iocnt-h  :-<^oooO'— iTj<ooi>io 

63 

•s 

:00'— ic^jcj'^coutiLC 

X  J 

X  j 

•H’S 

T— 1  ;  ;t— (  ;  ;CJ’— 

^  1 

•a 

;oq^co  ;co 

s  i 

•a‘N 

1— iT-Hr-iio'O^oqCTiio  ;  ;co 

34 

•N 

<M<X'’-'^ooco'T<x>Lo  :  :  ; 

.  ,  , 

; 

49 

Rainfall. 

(in  inches) . 

Most  in 
a  day. 

•9jEa 

iMMCDCXiOO^COThaOCOOr-H 

coco 

; 

:  I 

•junoray 

atjo^T-^ooooitNc^oi’-'aiio 

COC^r-H005^a:iC£>tNCDCOiO 

1 

; 

■9  join  JO,  10'  TDJ 
UTPJ  sAnp  JO  'Ojvyj 

'-<MCDao<j5'^aicoxoooi> 

I— Hi — ii— (i—ii— ii-^c^cj 

; 

200 

1 

XO^OiOCXl^-^'^COXOiO 

CD  -H  cq  CM_  — <  CO  X  05  l>  ^  ^ 

(m’v-J  ’  ’cOCNofr-^i-icOCciTt 

; 

26.78 

Earth 

Temper¬ 

ature. 

■ijjdoa 

J99^  f  JV 

cscoLOu.oiX'-'-rt^OiXO 

^^Trt8i-Hibo6ot^coa5Tt- 

50.4 

j  1 

■qjdoQ 
joo^  1  tv 

ycpiioa5i>^x.-HXX'-;x 

oooiLor^cciooai^coaicboo 

xx'^r'^ioxi/ccox'^'TX 

49.5 

:  i 

Hygrometer 

•iCjipimnpj 

X'TT-HXOCJM'-iT-HOiXO 

05xxi>xxxxxi>xa5 

82 

; 

•qpa  ta/W 

[>TjHcO'^xoxxuoa5icx 

cDO^^o6Lci>ibcoi>xx 

47.5 

;  1 

•qjng;  Ajq 

y;ioir'«'Tr^ooqocpoi>Tr 

H^cjcoK^oocDoicb^icoi 

50.0 

; 

Air  Temperature. 

Absolute. 

•9jEa 

O'— iXXX'-^'— ICOICXIC'— 'X 

=o 

• 

; 

•ranraTUTi\[ 

TfxoqcO'-^xa5'-Hoq^c<|co 

ocoicco'dTf^oiaioiooo 

XXXXXTt^TfTf-XXXCN 

• 

• 

•9jEa 

rt'XXXiO'^T-'lOCJXiOO 

; 

; 

•uinuiixEj\[ 

'-<cpCN0-:|O:)CN'-;Xl''<a5C0C0 

Lbo6cooio6'-'cooc<ii>ctrt 

LCiOXXXI>l>I>l>XXX 

• 

Average 

■mnmiuipi 

ojoqcocjTrxr'.xooi-^cci 

i>o6(oi<0'^a5(M'oioibaiib 

44.0 

; 

•mnmTXEj\[ 

coxcocooxxoq'-HXi>x 

cbr^ibcooo-^x'xoitqcD'T 

00 

lb 

LC 

• 

•(•o;9 

‘9jn:j.pj9dm9:).  ‘uoT::^PA9p  joj 

p9:^09JJO9)  J9:^9inojpg; 

29.647 

30.189 

30.050 

30.283 

29.899 

29.854 

29.821 

29.924 

29.921 

29.672 

29.581 

29.767 

29.884 

; 

Month. 

January  . 

February  . 

March . 

April  . 

May . 

Tune  . 

July  . 

August  . 

September  . 

October . 

November  . 

December  . 

Averages  . 

TOTALS..... . 

1 


